RELG 340 Sept 10th 
· Abraham and Da’wah 
· Da’wah – calling people to god. 
· Abraham was raised in a area that was TRIBAL and ITINERANT. 
· Itinerant Religion vs. Monotheism 
· New patterns of tribal affiliations 
· You are nothing on your own, instead you are your tribe, you are willing to live and die for your tribe. 
· In these societies you are not meant to be independent. 
· Abraham is offereing a new way to think about affilation
· Tribe based on idea, 
· Faith vs. Knowledge
· He is offering this idea of faith, 
· If you have faith then you don’t need anything right in front of you. 
· The bigger you can imagine with your faith the better of you can be. 
· He had the idea that there is one god and you DO what god wants you to do. 
· He says if you do all these things, then when you die you get good stuff. 
· 1) There is only one god 
· 2) this god care what you do in this world 
· 3) You will be resurrected after death and judged based on your actions. 
· Misleading for the Sake of God.
· Theres a law that says you can lie, but Abraham kinda misleads 
· This can work, as long as you do it for the sake of god. 
· Abraham is the archetype of belief in this new system, 
· He is known to be gods friend
· What happens to Abraham? 
· The Mosaic Community: Abraham
· Abraham + Sarah = God says to Sarah that you are going to have a child. 
· …
· Abraham had another wife (Hagar)
· Sarah then has a son due to gods powers named = Issac 
· Issac has a son named Jacob 
· Jacob has a son named Joseph  (Children of Isreal) 
· David
· Solomon – becomes a very powerful king 
· These children start to disobey God. 
· God gives them a chance to save islam but they disobey
· Jesus 
· Abraham and Hagar 
· Ishmael 
· They are in the middle of the desert and Hagar and Ishmael find the well of Zam Zam
· They uncover the well and create the city of Mecca
· One day Abraham and Ishmael establish hteh House of God (Kabbah) 
· THE KABBAH 
· Use to be made of wood
· This would be a hosue dedicated to God. 
· Muhammad 
· The Tribe of Quraysh
· They controlled mecca, and decided that they put there god inside the building, and they would serve the people that would come 
· They has the benefits in mind. 
· By having an emmese people come to this city because of their God (pilgramige) then they would Create a CITY 
· Tribal Soicety 
· Compared to our society
· Indivddualism is out of the picture 
· There are 2 Values 
· Foundational Values 
· 1) Muruwwa 
· Manliness 
· Having beautiful wifes and concubines 
· “you are the man of the men”
· 2) ‘Asabiyya
· comes from the word tendant 
· you are loyal and tight with your boys 
· if someone offended your friend you fight for your frined. 
· This type of society was violent and always in fighting. 
· Its not the causlty that counts, but instead the story the poetry that gave you manliness
· ***This is where we see the combination of pre-islamic society and islam merging***
· Poetry 
· This was the currency the Muruwwa.
· The Special Status of the Quraysh 
· They were the ones who took care of the pilgrams 
· Muhammad at Mecca
· He was born on the year of the Elephant
· (some event occurred)
· The yemans wanted to do the same thing of creating a city just like Mecca
· He sends elephants to destroy the Kabbah,
· The Quraysh fled in fear. 
· Life in the Banu Hashim 
· He belonged to this clan
· From within the Quraysh 
· This tribe was in charge particully of protecting the pilgrams, 
· From Grandfather to Uncle
· (Hagiography) – tales without historical backing that is believed by many
· Before he was born, his father died so his mother (Amna) had to take care of him from an early age. 
· They were poor and couldn’t afford things, 
· She gave her son to this horrific and miserable girl without a choice 
· By doing this, she changed 
· By the age of 7 Muhammad was orphaned 
· in these societies an orphan has noone to go to
· 1st – his grandfather take care of him but then passess away
· 2nd – his uncle takes care of him and loves him
· He gives him the job of protecting his caravan 
· These people love him and this is where he meets Khadija who fell in love with him
· They get married
· He was a pillar of the community 
· A Crisis of Conscience 
· Hilf al-Fudul 
· A charitable group designed to help the poor and right wrongs, 
· This however messed with his head, 
· He realized that this lead to a paradox 
· Paradox of Social Work
· The more people you help the more you expose your failure, 
· Say you help 40 then 80 than a 120 people…
· Who are these people, why are they hungry, you can keep feeding them but there would still be hunger.
· He questioned this and then left.
· He went to a cave and stayed there for weeks on end. 
· He would meditate and look for answers 
· Nothing happened until he turned 40 
· While in the cave something happened.
· AS he is siting he feels his body being squeezed, and hears a voice say “READ”
· He replys “what do I read”
· He then gets squeezed again 
· And the voice says “READ IN THE NAME OF YOUR LORD” 
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