SSH 105 Critical Thinking - Practice Test
CHAPTER ONE

1. What makes critical thinking reasonable/reflective?

2. Does critical thinking have to be "critical" in the sense of being negative/skeptical? Give an example.

3. Why is it good to think critically?

4. What are some obstacles to thinking critically?

5. What is the difference between realism and relativism? 

6. What are some mistakes to avoid in critical thinking? 

7. What are the three types of reasoning?

8. What is the difference between acceptable and sufficient reasons?

9. What is undermined and overridden?

10. Why is realism the default attitude to take in a subject area?

CHAPTER TWO

1. What is the difference between a disjunction on a conjunction?
2. What is asserted in the following?


a.) The restaurant was pretty disappointing: the fish was overcooked, the sauces 
were boring and the service was terrible.


b.) Either the cook is angry or her spices are hotter than usual.

3. What is the difference between a necessary and sufficient condition? Could a necessary condition be a sufficient one? Could a sufficient condition also be necessary? Give examples.

4. What conditions are necessary and sufficient for a conjunction to be true? A disjunction?

5. What does it mean when a definition is too broad/too narrow? What is a counter-example?

6. What is the proper method to formulate a definition?
CHAPTER THREE
1. What is the difference between a premise and a conclusion?
2. Could an argument have more than one conclusion? If so, give an example.

3. What does the word "valid" mean for an argument? If an argument is valid, must its premises be true?

4. If an argument has a false premise, might it still be valid? Explain.

5. What is the difference between an independent premises and dependant premises? Give examples.

6. Do diagram problems in purple folder.

CHAPTER FOUR

1. What does it mean for a source of evidence to be reliable? And why is reliability a matter of degree?

2. If a witness id biased, does this make their testimony false?
3. What is passive reporting? Is it a form of bias? Why or why not?

4. What is the difference between mode, median and mean?

5. What is the difference between measurement validity, measurement consistency, and measurement precision?

6. Explain the mistake of relying on ignorance.

CHAPTER FIVE

1. What does a disjunction assert?
2. What is the difference between an exclusive and non-exclusive disjunction?

3. When is affirming a disjunct valid?

4. What is the symbolic form of denying a disjunct?

5. What is the red herring fallacy and why is it a critical thinking mistake?

6. What is an exhaustive disjunction?

7. What does a conditional assert? Give an example. 

8. Could a conditional be true even if its consequent is false?

9. What is modus ponens? Explain why modus ponens is valid. Give an example.
10. What is modus tollens? Explain why modus tollens is valid. Give an example. 

11. Why is denying the antecedent not valid?

12. Why is affirming the consequent not valid?

13. What are the 3 factors that make evidence less than conclusive?

CHAPTER SIX

1. What are analogues?
2. What is the form of an argument by analogy?

3. When is an analogical claim true or acceptable?

4. What makes reasoning using samples a kind of reasoning by analogy? Use examples to develop your answer.

5. What is a representative sample?
6. What is it for a target group to be homogeneous?
7. What is a hasty generalization, and what makes it a critical thinking mistake?
