GENDER & DEVELOPMENT – CHAPTER 13
[13.1] Differences Related to Gender
· Social Roles (cultural guidelines)
· Gender Roles (behaviours considered appropriate for males/females)
· Gender Identity (perception of oneself as males or female)
Differences in Intellectual Abilities and Achievement
· Girls
· Higher verbal ability
· left hemisphere matures more rapidly
· Environmental factors
· Boys
· Higher spatial ability
· Possibly a recessive gene on the X chromosome promotes spatial ability
· Right hemisphere may be more specialized
· More likely to participate in activities that foster spatial abilities
· Why a difference in math ability?
· Biological (prenatal exposure to androgen hormones may enhance functioning)
· Social Factors (children routinely view math as a masculine subject)
Differences in Personality and Social Behaviour
· Aggression
· Overt Aggression (physical verbal assaults)
· Relational Aggression (passive-aggressive attacks, more seen in girls than boys)
· Emotional Sensitivity (girls better at expressing/reading emotions)
· Combination of nature (temporal lobe develops quicker) and nurture
· Depression
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Adolescent girls more than twice as likely as boys



