MORAL UNDERSTANDING & BEHAVIOUR – CHAPTER 12
[12.1] Self-Control
Beginnings of Self-Control
· Ability to control one’s behaviour
· Emerges in pre-school years
· Age 1: aware others impose demands
· Age 2: internalized some controls
· Age 3: capable of self-regulation
· Maintaining self-control is fairly consistent over other situations
Influences on Self-Control
· Inductive Reasoning (explaining situation to child, encourage them to work it out)
· Power Assertion (no explanation, bootcamp style, “because I said so”
· Inductive reasoning enhances self-control
· Parental influences
· Children show self-control when parents do
· Strict parents = children with less self-control
Improving Children’s Self-Control
· Teaching strategies helps
· Long-term goals
· Reduce attraction of tempting option
· If-then plans
[12.2] Reasoning about Moral Issues
Piaget’s View
· 2-4 years
· Premoral
· Adult authority is absolute
· 5-7 years
· Moral Realism (rules created by wise adults, must be followed)
· Heteronomous Morality (absolute rules handed down by another)
· Immanent Justice(breaking a rules == punishment)
· rules are external features, not cooperative principles
· 8-10 years
· Moral Relativism(rules created by people to help them get along)
· Autonomous Morality (morals based on free will)
· focus from outcome to intention
· Challenges:
· Children don’t treat adults as absolute authority in preschool years
· Children as young as 4-5 consider intentions when judging behaviour
· Children can consider intentions/outcomes around age 5
Kohlberg’s Theory
· Preconventional Level (reasoning dictated by authority)
· Stage 1:
· Obedience Orientation
· Adults know what’s right, shouldn’t break the law
· Stage 2:
· Instrumental Orientation
· People are often nice to others because they expect something in return, stealing the cancer medicine is a good thing because his wife might reward him
· Conventional Level (reasoning dictated by social norms)
· Stage 3:
· Interpersonal Norms
· Aim is to win the approval of others
· Stage 4:
· Social System Morality
· Laws exist to promote the good of all people
· Postconventional Level (reasoning based on moral principles)
· Stage 5:
· Social Contract Orientation
· It’s wrong to do something, but it should be done anyways
· Stage 6:
· Universal Ethics Principles
· Right to life trumps all, so he should steal the drug regardless of justice or anything like that
· Some say this model is best-suited for western philosophical/religious traditions
Gilligan’s Ethic of Caring
· Caring/responsibility to others may be more important than justice in moral reasoning
· Paradox:
· Traits normally defined as what makes women ‘good’ are the same ones that were deficient in moral development
· Developmental progression:
· Children start focused on their own needs
· Then they care for others who need their help
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Caring for self and others combined (general focus on caring for all)






