
SOCIOLOGY 

The most important social relations of production are the CLASS RELATIONS between BOURGEOISIE (owners) & the PROLETARIAT (workers)

Alienation

Exploitation

Labour Theory of value

Class Consciousness

“Capitalism sows the seeds of its own destruction”

Why wasn’t there a revolution?

· Rising standard of living
· Work extensive worker organisation
· More extensive legal protection for workers
· The role of culture and cultural hegemony
· A fragmented capitalist class
· The middle class
· Overall quality of life relative to developing countries
· The flexibility of capitalism as an economic system
· Identity politics
Feminism

Harriet Martineau            Mary Wollistonecaft

Dorothy Smith                 Catherine Mackinnon

Key concepts:

· Society is structured to the benefit of men and disadvantage of women
· Patriarchy not capitalism is the key source of inequality in society
· Gender roles are not natural but social constructions
Dorothy Smith     “male society universe”

Harriet Martineau (1602-1676)                    Society in America

Class and stratification

Social stratification - the way in which a society ranks categories of people into hierarchy. 

Life chances - the access people have to important scarce resources (food, shelter, education, employment)

Principle features of stratification

· It is  characteristic of society, not simply a reflection of individual ability
· It persists over generations
· It is universal, but variable
· It involves inequality and beliefs
Ascription

· Ancestry
· Gender
· Race/ethnicity
Achievement

· measured by educational level, income level, occupational prestige, talent
Caste system:

· Social stratification based on ascription (at birth)
Birth shapes people lives in four ways:

· Generations of a family in a particular caste will do the same work
· The mandating of marriage to someone of the same rank
· Everyday life is structured such that there is no mixing
· Its legitimacy comes from powerful and old cultural beliefs
Class system:

· Social stratification based on individual achievement

