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Class 2 Sept 13th 
Objects for today 
“Imagined Community”
Primordial Nationalism Vs. Modernist Nationalism 
Shift from 1st to 2nd wave Canadian studies 
Problems with 1960s-era Canadian Studies 

Nationalism (recreation/revolution)
The belief that the state is a positive thing to belong too
Belief that our state/nation is superior to all others 
Protect the purity of the country 
Cultural roots
Nations emerges as religion falls 
Nationalism takes over religion 
Anderson- Instead of your death being your ending, your nation will live on. 
Nations are always moving forward
Nations emerges when print culture was becoming common
Allows us to conceive to events that happen far away that relate to our nation

Primordilism (natural things)
A group of people band together
Language 
Ethnicity 
These are obvios things that keep us together
**Shows the natural foundation (organic)
**The nation has been together before we even knew it
A. Smith (ethnicity matters)
Argues nations are ancient, natural phenomenon that were born into a nation 
German Romantics
Nations are divided by language 
Each community has different languages 
Communities will be fixed over time 
National identity is fixed, born with it
Defined by language and ethnicity 
Problem?
Nation is closed to people who speak/look different 
Which doesn’t make sense in todays society 
Smiths Argues
Ethnicity/shared ethnicity can be a positive force 
Wars still take place even without ethnicity 
Only way people retain ties to countries they haven’t even been too. 

Modernist Theory 
Nation is not a natural phenomenon 
Nations exist due to a certain cases of events 
Shared territory
Shared institutions
Shared beliefs
Something that exists but needs to be nurtured 
Not concrete
We choose to belong to it.

Modernist Approach 
Not accient 
Nations date back to the French revolution 
Emerged
Capitalism 
The ability to create bureaucracies 
Changes in mass communications 
Anderson Argues 
A nation is a “imagined community”
Even members in a small community cannot know/meet everyone in that community. Yet, we feel like we all belong to that same community.
The modern nation proceeds by appropriating traditions/symbols protecting them backwards through time. (hockey)
People invest because it gives them protection and rights. 
Soveriegn
Clearly definable boarders
Nation has some criteria that tells us who belongs 
Nation is based on good memories
Matters?
What kind of nation emerges
Nation is a shared political and cultural project 
Nation is always imagined as a community 
Nation = Equal Partnership between a group of people

Class 3 Sept 20th
Introducing Canadian Studies 

Origin
The left nationalist movement 
Canada was left on the margin as they were considered part of the british empires
Nationalism(proud of being Canadian)

The Left Nationalist movement (protect Canadian way) (known as the first wave; was politically invested to keep Canada together, fear of USA)
Viewed the united states as a threat 
Had to promote the Canadian way, didn’t want USA to take over 
Canadian Studies
Promoting Canada(bring people together)
No theory 
Lack of theory allowed nationalism to take over
Looked to find ways of how Canada was unique
Unique characteristics differentiating them from the states. (climate)

2nd Wave (No political angenda about the states, just to learn about Canadian Characteristics)
During 1990s
Shift in Canadian Studies, more politically neutral
No longer keeping the country together more just understanding Canada
Problematic to say USA is the problem
USA is beneficial 
Canada is comprised of recent settlers
Long colonial history that we need to understand
Colonialism, multiculturalism 

Vickers
Apart of the Second Wave 
Looks back at the 1st wave, what needs to be improved

1960’s 
USA modernism was scaring Canadians 
Wide spread of antimodernist in Canada, suspicious about technology
Canada’s national image is anti-modern, as we have such a good connection to the wilderness
3 underlying tendencies of Canadian Studies
1.) Market is bad for Canada
2.) Canadian Nationalism is Anti- American 
3.) Canada’s identity is anti-revolutionary
anti-modern movement 
Argues
Different forms of mass communication and technology can destroy local cultures 
During the 50s and 60s wanted to protect Canada from USA 
Need new ways to analyze modern Canada 
Stop rejecting the United States 
Inherence of Europeans 
Problems that were never dealth with 
BIG ISSUE- Canadian image as homogenous 

Nimjean 
Identity (stable and coherent)
Important to us when under threat
Canadas identity is in crisis
Health care
Environment
Gun control
Polite and modest people
He argues
Canadian nationalism becomes very obvious and confident
Swagger, we are not Americans 
1990s UN rankings boosted Canadians egos 
myths 
We say a lot of things about our goods but as we talk about these characteristics we are lessoning them 
Paradox on how we are dealing with our identity 
Possible identity makers 
Land 
Wilderness
The north
Untouched landscape 
Hockey
Skying/snowboarding 
Political institutions/ welfare state
Caring and sharing in Canada
Health care
Canada has become a brand state]
Instead of promoting policies and institutions

Hodgins 
 Generational divide in Canada 
post war (babyboomers)
benefits from the welfare state
reduce government program and taxes 
90s 
High profile cases where Canadian state flexs muscles 
Vancouver pepper spray 
Shawinigan Shake 
 Argues
Economic changes, cause him to reevaluate his connection with the state
We need to rethink “nationalism”
Need to allow Canada to legitimize itself 
Mass immigration
Affected by globalization 
Need to understand all the different elements that make up Canada 
We have bias, need to look outside the country.
Find people who aren’t apart of our nationalism 

2nd wave 
skeptical towards the state and nationalism (critical edge)
6 cs – look at Canada from below up (benefits from these c’s is we look at problem from all different angles.)
construction 
contested
contradictory
complex
critical
contextual

Eva Mackey (brought into the society through education)
Rethinking Canadian studies 
Canada is an ongoing construction 
Argues
Brought into nation through prodigies of patriotism 
Teach us how to be good citizens (national anthem)
Mass spectacle ( images of the land)
Paradies, national anthem 
Teachs us about the state 
Designed to create a unified national identity 
Ex mesuem of civilization 
Canadas owns land

Class 4 Sept 27th 
Ian Mackey (teachers personal hero)
2 paradimes of understanding the country 
Nationalist
Tells us that theyre is a Canadian identity that needs to be preserved 
Socioculture 
Stripes away all the previous things about the nation 
Tells us we need to think as a on going preoject of rule to extend liberalism 
Extending individual, property and equality rights 
When brought into the nation
Mackey believes for certain reason 
Liberalism 
Determines the economy 
Determines the power
Normalizes that the key element of the society is the individual 
Canada is not finished (ongoing)
Francis 
Myths 
Key ways Canada is kept together 
Implies false/artificial history 
Important truths that we tell about our history of Canada 
Argues
All of these myths tell us what we want to see in the present 
Distracting history to give us a good present view 

Thursday October 4th 
 Grace et Al
80s and 90s people were scared Canada was going to break apart
western alienation 
national unity 
nothing that keeps Canada together
we were being held together by threads
Argues(mackey adds to this)
This is a moment where the ongoing construction may fall apart
Debates about confederation
General Canadian(common sense idea)
British white male 
Christian 
English speaking
Habitus
A set of ways of speaking, acting that becomes so common, we take it for granted
The definition of Canadian person belongs to the “Canadian Elite”
Post colonialism 
Defined in 2 ways
physical effects of creating a colony
Invasion, occupation and exploiting inhabited land
Usiing military force 
Take over both natural resources and man power
Less physical sense
A set of political, religious ideologies that legimate occupation 
The process of civilization 
Today:
Dark period of our history 
Political Definition of Post colonization
Political project
Tried to get rid of colonial system 
Refers to places no longer governed by colonial rule
India or Canada
The radical movement 
Refers to the effects of post colonization 
Neocolonists
Defined
New forms of economic or colonization that comes after prost colonialism 
Economic or social conditions that allow this to take place
Oka 
Debate about a golf course, on aboriginal peoples land (mohawks graveyard)
Fallout
Rethink the relations between people within the nation of Canada 
Kalant
Thoughts
“Canada the peaceable kingdom”
ruined the national symbolic image 
known for justice and fairness to aboriginals 
Class 6 Oct 11th 
Landscape 
Images
The key symbolic to our national identity 
Cultural phenomenon (representation of the land)
Emerged Canada as a national state
Images of the landscape help us understand Canada
Make us feel better to get resources from the land
A piece of land under identifiable ownership by a certain group

Settlers Socitey 
Aware of their short history with the land
Develop a sense of urgency to justify the idea of ownership and conquest 
Important, history of conquest
The land makes the nation concrete. (something we can stand on)

Implications of Landscape
Project cultural values on to them 
Attach cultural value
Experience of landscape start to be framed from experience
Ex: we have expectations of landscapes, due to experience

WJT Mitchell
Reorients the way we think about landscape
Landscape is a mode of expression (the relationship between humans and their environment)
Landscape solidifies the idea that we own the things in the natural environment 
Images of the landscape, a mode of expression shows humans have power over their natural environment 
Designed to naturalize the relationship
Colonizing power owns that space
Conceals violence

Romantic Cultural Nationalism 
Writers and artists as architects of nation
Refers to a period during the 19th century and still today, where we see this rise in industrialization, heightened alienation from nature and world traditions
Idea, we need images and stories to bridge natural culture 
In Canada, to develop indigenous/unique Canadian culture
Breaking away from Britain
Look to the land, to make Canada unique
Provides cultural values

Landscape in Canada 
Relationship to geographic rationalism 
Must have geographic space 
Historic connection to the land(problematic in Canada)
Problem in Canada, constant battle with the landscape

Confederation poets
Focused with the relationship of the land 
Group of seven (came when Canada was breaking away from Britain, always looking to capture; rough and raw)
Canadian art
Inspiration comes from relationship of the land
Landscape is the one thing that can utify the country 
Nationalist thought is built on celebrating, talking about the landscape

Space and National identity 
Landscape creates sense of national identity 
So important 
Bridges universal
Concretes
Relates to myths
Creates the idea that the nation is whole

Konrad
Argues that Canada is the country of the land 
Landscapes have both regional and national relations 
Land is also a divisive force
Can be problematic
Shares geographic features with the United States
Although the north is the one thing that does divide us from other countries (Canadian shield)

Resouces (defined by)
Political struggles
About getting resources out of the land 
Culture relies on overcoming the challenges of the geography, distance, climate.
Core myth; constant battle with the landscape
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