
African Studies Notes

· “Real Africa” , Representation in Popular Culture and Media.
· Edouard Glissant - writer, “decolonization”
· “West is not a place its a project”
· “West has come to represent idea, not geography
· Edouard said Orientalism, East is product of western classification
· East/West are constructions, become dominant way of thinking
· Ideas of Africa formed by politics/economics going back to colonialism
· “Synecdoche” - part of something becomes the whole 
· Misinfa about Africa has become a growth industry in the West- Ama Biney
Ideas of Africa

· homogenous(language, economics, infrastructure
· wild (entirely rural)
· starving
· at war
· corrupt
· under development therefore in need of help
· Taken humanity out of continent (Stock images perpetuate) - exotism
· “Heros of the dark continent (1889)
· Headlines wild tribes hostile Mourning  ferocious breasts
· semantic field - links words, implies
· “the word vision effect”
*Bring mainstream piece of Africa.

Edgar Rice Burroughs (1914)

-Tarzan

-Gone on to influence ideas about Africa todays trophies that has currency

-story of white man drpped into Africa.

can soon do everything better than anyone

*European center story about africa

Chimamanda Ndiche - “the power of a single story

· told enough, single story becomes only story
· dehumanizes, belittles
· Authenticity is a myth
· Authentic African story doesn’t correspond to stereotypes
· People themselves start only knowing perpetuating stereotypes
· Pieshe wrote Euro-centric story as a child
· Only gives impression of Illusion 
· i.e. Vanity Fair cover
· Obama not african intellectual 
· Voice - Power, imperial relationship
· philanthropy doesn’t give voice to Africans - only white celeb campaign 
· “I am African” Campaign - celebrates given “look” of African
· beads, face-paint etc.
· moneso corporate branding/marketing 
· Neo colonialism -> still rely on historical imperial, power relationships
· suffering indued is spectacularized 
· commodification 
· pattern of western “missionaries” 
Economist - “Hopeless continent” -> “Africa rising”

· covers separated by 11 years 
· 2 slides of coin 
· Afro positivism/negativism
______________________________________________________________________

· Study of Africa has changed/ Africa has changed study of History
· “Western eyes do not have a good track record of knowing whats going on in this continent” Afiwa Hirsch
· “Africa Season” spell of time when Africa is in the news
· very few news stories that aren’t typical (trophes)
Imperialistic, colonialistic / paternalistic attitudes from West 

· Us and them dynamic
Opening up of reporting on Africa in 90’s

· many countries single party state governments falling
· restrictions reduced (freedom of press)
Relationship between foreign correspondents and African journalists

· what warrants reporting and what is considered news in correspondent's culture
· decisions being made off the continent of what deserves to be reported.
“How and by whom? what role does African press play?”

· Definition of object/subjective called into question, varies on country doing the reporting media/news (who is the audience?)
Opening up of press has created paradox. Did reporting become more open/factual.

· “paradox of more open press/freedom has increased the scope for foreigners to understand.
· Those who live outside of Africa have easy access to African press,but like the press of every country needs to be read in context of that culture”
Coverage of Rwanda (Article)

· NY times photo journalism: 89-94 study
· lack of coverage-> lacking context when covered by West
· Historical Factors not addressed(not out if blue)
· Human suffering took back seat
· 29th May 1992- death of silverback gorilla (famous)
· Human toll of conflict not addressed until 92
· Main Articles (3/5) during drought were animals starved
· whats not said in just as revealing as what is badly reported (conflict was born in a large part because Belgians mediated Hutus/Tutsis during colonial era- not reported)
· Role of Colonial foundations/World Bank and IM economics policies not mentioned
· Coffee economy collapse in 80’s(Rwanda)
______________________________________________________________________

-Interpretation of History of Africa has changed in 50 years 

· 100 years ago African past not considered/didn’t exist
· “Dark Continent”
· whether or not this history merited investigation
· Is there history to study?
· continent was viewed by Euros as being a cultural, unchanging, timeless
· “tribal culture’, insinuates purity,unchanged, out legislation
· Egypt one Exception (Ancient vs.modern) fascinated exposure historians since 19th century.
Cheikh Anta Diop (Paris thesis)

· connection made by Egypt and Continent/black African
· Nation that Africa too had rich history
· “In History of black, Africa will remain suspended in and cannot be written correctly until African historians dare to connect it with the history of Egypt.”
· Published “the African origin of Civilization”
· made connection between Egyptian mythology with Western/Middle East, “...connect with his of humanity” 
· two audiences Western historians to acknowledge Africa, African people shake colonial history
· Restore historical consciousness of African peoples” Diop ongoing, lasts contributed to transformation of his discipline and impact on people
· myth that there were no writings in African first debunked
· Oral traditions/histories forced rethinking of sources (reliability), how and what is known changes
· Western ethnography vocab permeated all disciplines
· “tribes” physical characteristics,material culture (dress), language.
· western ideas of race (late 17th century) informed 19th and 20th century definition, justification for his events. 
· Gorbineau and scientific Racism (17th century)
· scientific argument for inherent qualities of one race over another
· 19th century - ideas useful to Euro powers invested in control of slaves
New Thinking: Sources 

· historical linguistics 
· plant materials
· Archaeology 
· curchitecture urban planning, power relationships
· photos - dress position photographer vs. subject
· art society deals with crisis/moment in time
· literature
· oral histories
Bantu Migration, study changed view of linguistics

· spoken on 1/3rd of continent (450+languages) 
Historians begin to draw on other disciplines

· Linguistics adds info to history (bantu) \
New Thinking: Methods
· reading old sources in new way (critically)
· deconstruction- reveal assumptions
· intertextual refs. defferent sources , reffer to same thing.
· connects between mention of event in song vs. oral histoy vs. etc
How atlantic slave trade experienced 

-1789 Olauda Equiano

-written by himself

· slave narrative aka freedom narrative
· life before being taken, during + escape
· distinct political function(Abditionists)
· in collaboration with white editor usually (not equiano)
not access.develop all regions

· uneven regional Econ. development
· Neglect of industrialization 
· preexisting industries we almost all extradited  
· cheap/better substitutes from Europe India
· Africans driven out of mining india by Euro’s
· lead to present technonological insufficiencies
·  burden of mono crop economies
· each colony made to produce 1/2 crops no attempts at diversity
· ingrained, largely unchanged since independence 
· neglect of internal cosumption reliance on imports
· commercialization of Land
· litigation over ownership-> widespread poverty 
· colonialism ended inter-African trade
· before commercial unification had been complete
· boarders blocked trade routes, spread of language/culture.
· colonial monetary policies
· colonial currency tied to metropolitan country, foreign exchange earnings kept there, not used for internal development
· expatriate banks allowed to re-patriate deposits savings, and profits no reinvestment
· Independence: no state (south africa) had strong econ. or indus base
Urbanization

· expansion of towns, new urban center encouraged during colonial system.
- ports/harbours/mining admin. centers/railway

· provision of piped water, hospitals. 
· spread of christianity + Islam 
· christianity gained more converts, penetrated farther (east + central Africa)
· Islam gaine ground thanks to patronage of French + British colonial admins
Western Education

· Christian Missionaries 
· 1930’s few areas didn’t provide elementary
· 1940’s Uni’s everywhere except Portuguese + Belgian
· mainly responsible for educated African Elite
· not only spearheaded overthrew of colonialism, formed backbone of civil service after 
· common language
· assumed language of mother country
· enabled community between multi ethnic population 
· social order
· traditionally weight put on birth
· col. = ind. merit/achievement, social mobility.
Negative Social Impacts 

· colonial system initiated gap bt. urban+ rural
· social services grossly inadequate, unevenly distributed
· education system deficiencies, distribution
· only 1 unit per colony
· secular schools only i major centers
· small percentage of children could gain admission
· education not meant for African benefit, but to produce productive workers for colonists
· not applicable to Africans, copies of mother country’s curriculum
· Major Africans remained illiterate
· Elite Africans produced alienated from African society (people who worshipped Euro Culture)
· use of colonist language 
· prevented development of an official African language
· reduced status of women under colonialism
· fewer facilities for girls 
· couldn’t then access professions
· condemnation of African cultures 
· slowed cultural development
· african colonial mentality/psychology
· preference of imports to local/traditional dress
· belief that public property/finance belong to government not people, taken advantage of
· taught only to work, not over consumption
· only half of protestant teaching
· feeling of inferiority/loss sense of dignity
How Europe underdeveloped Africa  - Walter Rodney

· colonialism had only one hand-..one armed bandit
· built infrastructure, sum total was small
· colonial banks did very little local lending 
· credit to Natives(restriction ordinance 1931
· colonists didn’t set out to create rival capitalists in dependent colonies
· some emerged in South America and Asia
· for fewer Africans had access to middle of bourgeois ladder terms of capital investment
· other Euro minorities shown favor 
· sometimes prohibited altogether
If colonialism only 100years, why study?

· pivotal, determining factor
· ...perhaps most important factor in understanding the present condition of the African continent + people” 
· Vincent Khapaya, the African Experience
Why was Europe interested in Africa?

· Politics
· desire of colonial to increase size f Empire, increase political influence/status
· Cecit Rhodes - British Empire sent to colonize
· King Leopold - Berlin conference -> claimed Congo
· Britain - controlled 40x its own in Africa
· Population at Empires Disposal, WorldWar1, fight for colonial interests
Economics

· some argue driving force 
· natural resources
· depending on region, large potential
· trade routes
· exploration of land (depended on climate/resources) 
· explotation of labour 
· introduction of cash crop x monocrop economy
· products grown to export, not local consumption
· food crops neglected 
· unfair taxation
Culture

- Rudyard Kipling, The White Man’s Burden (1899)

· “Civilizing” efforts, African Lack of culture/society
· Euro “responsibility” to give Afri-Euro Culture
· moral justiffication
-official French policy to “Civilize” 

Germany 

· claimed present day Namibia (Berlin Conference)
· Kange Ewane: looked back at Berlin Conference records
· expressed at conference who are better civilisers
· scientists + missionaries
· missionary schools/hospitals
· Euro Education taught, African culture not taught/allowed (language) 
· Africa of the Africans ceases to exist
· then on: hybrid of colonial culture
· ie British African, French African etc,
· Med Hondo, Soleil O - 1967
Michael Leiris and L’Afrique fantome:

The case of the “cochon de lait”

- ethnographic mission(French 1931-33)

- challenges ethno./travel writing

· born 1901, Paris, bourgasic
· surrealist
· mission dakar-Djibouti
· collect materials disappearing 
· French “civilizing” mission 
· archist/documentation
· photography had potential to eliminate unreliability of artist interpretation
· idealogy staginf western self-image wound up influencing 
· suckling pig photograph (kono
· important cultural ornament, words of evil spirit - obubu
· book says nothing of ^ (about conquest of the piece)
· all meaning (culturally/identity) taken when stolen
Literature

· Literature tells us about culture, social structure/ people era, influence/reinforce valves
· teller of story -> force in shaping peoples thought about social/political order
· Larry Diamond,”fiction of Poli thought”
· “griot” -storyteller
· “griotte”female storyteller
· Western historians didn’t consider oral traditions of value 
· stories 
- vary according to teller

· improvisation
· change over time
· oral tradition helped shape written works in 20th century
· arab writing pre-Euro arrival
What is African Literature?

- content 

· reference to the historical/experimental 
· oral literature
· poetry
· myths
· praise songs
· work poetry/songs
· oral tales
· epics (sometimes talking days
Live art, skilled out

· when an elder dies, its a Horary that burns
· griot can be catalogue of 900 years of history
· written word didn’t arrive with Euros
· The Palm wine drinkard (1952)
· Amos Futuola
· considered first modern praised African Literature
· Things Fall Apart (1958) 
· Chinua Achebe
· first time African Literature gained world wide recognition
· frustration with/response to “Heart of Darkness” (justification for Euro colonialism)
· Africans didn’t hear about culture from Euros
Francophone Africa

· 1930’s Paris created movement: Negritude
· senegalese, french guyana, and Martinique Students went to France for school. 
· Senghor, Damas, Cesaire 
· writers/poli careers in future
· Journal called “Etudiants Noir”
· movement of “valvization of blackness”
· middle of colonial period
· 40’s/50’s popular/pivotal for Africans/Carribean 
· Anglo Africans criticized it
· “A tiger does not declare it “tigretude”
· contributed to cultural nationalism -> decolonization
· reaches to post independence 
· literature coming out of Africa consumed by culture of language written in (French/English) 
· African Literature actually new/distinct, reflect culture/reality
· independance -> period of hope -> disillusionment
· disillusionment gowe rise to biting satire 
· criticism/level with leaders
XALA 

· celebration 1st African head of senegal chamber of commerce + industry 
· 1st time Senegalese President
· Businessmen Group to combat invasion of foreign interests
· gain control of economy
· foothold in wholesale/import export
· tried to aquire steak in banks
El Hadjo Abdou Kader Beye 

· ex-primary school teacher
· dismissed for involvement in trade-union activity during colonial era.
· gained experience in grocery trade  + middleman in property transactions
· friends with Lebanese/Syrian business men
· Independance -> capital + connections
· > import dry fish from congo -> Europe Shellfish -> overseas investors paid to be front 
· on board of 2/3 local companies
· law fooled, everyone knows truth
· practicing muslim
· 3 wives, 11 children
· dual backgroun (2 cultures), Euro middle class +feudal African Education 
Yay Bineta -mistress of ceremonies

· badyen - bride’s aunt + fathers sister
· brother’s child + sister’s daughter
· girls mother let make decision -> Badyen of equal status with husband
Griots

· act and idea of storytelling
· sambene moved between mediums (film, balades, poetry etc.)
· speaks to diveristy/demands placed on performance for griots
· not repository of anon. African Stories 
· variation/personal stamp given by griot -> community recognizes difference
· oral radition complicated search for historical context (1950s) 
· historians recognize variable dements 
· adopted term: oral literature
· not just “stories”
· modern african literature = written forms
· orature
· History of African corresponds to history of continent
· reflect/question historical/cultural/political realities
· ie: impotance in XALA represent lack of power else where underlying issue
· reaction to disappointment/problems post-colonial 
· writers (African) from colonial era (church/education)
· colonialists instrumental to form generation of producer of written African literature (influenced)
· storytelling acient
· “turned to writting to oppose colonialism”
· Authors took colonial education, turned on them
· Negritude
· French speaking Africans 
· reaction to colonial situation/domination from the West (political/social etc.)
· refusal of assimilation, proving African culture validity
· Express African cultural identity 
1947 - Presence Africaine (Journal)

· expression of negratude 
· arena for writers to answer colonial Zit.
· refute reductionists 
· apart of wider movement of Pan-Africanism
· calls into question objectivity of Euro ethnic 
· rewritten 
· prev. object of the gaze -> subject 
· character + narrators that are African 
· reclaiming stereotypes
· Aime Cesaire - Notebook of a return to the Native LAnd (1939)
· Negritude risked demeaning by trying to find one identity 
· essentialism
· David Diop- Renegade
· turns agianst African ho has been assimilated 
· leaders that have moved into occupied/colonizers place

