KEY CONCEPTS
Part I: Modern Politics: State and Citizens
 

You will find listed below the key concepts for each lecture and chapters from the text.  These concepts are what you will be tested on.  They will appear on the midterm exam, either in the form of multiple choice questions or in the short answer section and in the final exam they will be the basis of both the short answer and longer essay questions.  Please note that some of the concepts listed under lectures are also covered in the readings, sometimes in more than one chapter.  

 

Lec. 1-2 What is Politics? 

 Concepts from the Lecture:
Politics – Art and science of governing, post modern – the construction and resistance to power 
‘Polis’ - city state 
Plato Ancient Greek philosopher wrote  “Republic ”411 BC politics as justice ( philosophers rule, the good of the people) 
Politics is a branch of ethics and is concerned with serving the public good (Plato) 

Machiavelli 1514 Prince politics as power (art of power) politicians struggling for power 
goal of politics ensure the power of the prince and maintain order 
Politics is about power and requires ‘dirty hands’ (Machiavelli)
Modern Age – individual, reason, skepticism (I think, therefore I am, Rene Descartes)
Thomas Hobbes 1651
Leviathan deductive method, breaking down into part analyze forces begin with individuals to explain
Concepts from the Texts:
‘Simile of the Cave’- "our nature in its education and want of education"
‘fortuna’ luck 
Philosopher-king 
Behavioral Approach – scientific study of politics on behavior of individuals, laws of politics and thus predicts the occurrence of such things as electoral outcomes, wars and revolutions.  
Class Analysis – society divided into hierarchical strata or ranks that have unequal access to power, authority and influence. Political actor must be studied within its historical context ()
Elite theory from leadership down, isolated ruling class, ordinary citizens are incompetent to be engaged.
Pluralism  - emphasize the informal ingredients of power, individual political actors, and the competition among groups for their preferred policy outcomes. Bottom up, the citizen to the state.
Institutionalism –the importance of formal political institutions and how constitutions structure the rulers of the political game and, thus, often, the outcome
‘Power to’ vs. ‘Power over’ – power to - the capacity to realize personal or collective goals “”being empowered”
Power over – inequality in power forcing people to do something “enforced power”

  

Lec. 3 What is the State?

Concepts from the Lecture:
Treaty of Westphalia 1648 end of Holy Roman Empire, thirty years war and eighty years war, recognizing internal political boundaries 
Social Contract authority rooted in individuals NOT God

Rights of citizens - to ensure rights, citizens limit state power
Legal-institutionalism

Branches of State
Legislative - Parliament, Congress
· To pass laws
 Executive - Cabinet
· To develop and enforce laws
Judicial - Courts
· To interpret laws
Levels of State (Federal vs. Provincial/State) 

Elitism - from leadership down, isolated ruling class, ordinary citizens are incompetent to be engaged.
Pluralism - emphasize the informal ingredients of power, individual political actors, and the competition among groups for their proffered policy outcomes. Bottom up, the citizen to the state.
 

Additional Concepts from the Texts:
Night Watchman State- protection of individuals by police
Neo-liberal state – expand the free market by cutbacks in social spending, deregulation of industry and privatization of public services 
Welfare State - taxing and spending, universal social programs, maintaining minimum standard of living
Liberal Democracy
Liberal democracy is a form of government in which representative democracy operates under the principles of liberalism. It is characterized by fair, free, and competitive elections between multiple distinct political parties, a separation of powers into different branches of government, the rule of law in everyday life as part of an open society, and the protection of human rights and civil liberties for all persons

  
Lec. 4 The State: Power, Authority, and Sovereignty

 

Concepts from the Lectures and Readings:
Power DD Raphael 
Ability to do something

Ability to convince others to do something

Ability to force others to do something

Authority- the legitimate exercise of power
Sovereignty- Supreme power of law making within territory
Weber’s Typology of Authority

‘Politics as a Vocation’, 1946
Rational Legal Authority (e.g. Modern state)
· Rule by virtue of holding office

· Rule of Law basis of authority

 Traditional Authority (e.g. Hereditary Monarch)
· Rule by virtue of inherited right - tradition, patriarchal right
· Authority is organic rather than enacted
Charismatic Authority (e.g. Nelson Mandela)
· Rule based on exceptional qualities of person
· Individual seen as prophet, hero or saviour
Concepts from Readings:

See Lec. 3 concepts
 

Lec. 5 Political Ideologies: Liberalism

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Ideology 
An ideology is a systematic and comprehensive political doctrine based on rational principles which provides both an explanatory theory of society and a prescriptive program of mass action
Left vs. Right ideologies

· Size of government 

· Level and speed of change

· Degree to which market should be regulated

John Locke/ Two Treatises of Government 1689
· State exists by consent of people
· State must preserve the rights of individuals
· Separation of powers
J.S. Mill/ On Liberty 1859
· Liberty of Thought
· Liberty of Action
· Liberty of Association
· Harm Principle
· Tyranny of Majority
Tenets of Liberalism

· 1. The Individual and His/Her Rights/Freedoms are Paramount
· 2. Government is Based on Social Contract
· 3. Rule of Law
· 4. Equality of Opportunity
· 5. Tolerance
· 6. Representative Government
· 7. Division between Public and Private Spheres
Welfare Liberalism vs. Libertarianism
Welfare Liberalism

- 1960’s - 70’s: Implementation of social rights/positive freedoms
-  Expansion of state’s duties and costs
Educate, shelter, health 
Libertarianism 
- Emphasize Negative liberties and downplay social rights
· Right to think, act, associate freely (Mill)
· State must be restrained from acting, particularly in social policy
- Shrink state, maximize market domestically and globally
- individual freedom at expense of all values
positive freedoms vs. negative liberties? 
 

Concepts from Readings
The Republic Plato 
State of nature (Hobbes, Leviathan) – individuals who have been left to their own devices and are fearful of their own survival 
Tyranny of the majority- Alexis de Tocqueville 19th C robust American society absolute sovereignty of the people again raised the spectre of tyranny whose subtle powers produced conformity in ideas even in conservative monarchies of Europe 
Harm Principle if a person’s conduct directly hard other that it can be controlled if it doesn’t then not controlled. Mill On liberty 
‘Politics as a Vocation’
John Rawls liberalism in the US 
just state
guarantee maximum liberty and equality in opportunity 
Minimize inequalities of power wealth and income 

Equality – equality of rights, in the ability to exercise basic rights and removing significant inequalities in the resources needed for a good life 
Rights - ability to require the performance of a specific duty ( person or agencies have some definite duty and the person with the right can require the performance of the duty 
legal rights
moral rights (human rights) UN Declaration of Human Rights 
 

Lec. 6 Republicanism, Conservatism and Socialism 

Concepts from the Lecture
Republicanism
An ideology which rejects tyrannical forms of government and embraces civic virtue and the citizen as central to political life. Republicanism emphasizes the organic and transcendent nature of the republic along with duty to country. 
Roman ‘Res publica’
everything public
Jean Jacques Rousseau Social Contract 1762
Defends ‘general will’ of people

Popular sovereignty
Immanuel Kant

Perpetual Peace 1795

State is either republican (rule of law) or despotic

Perpetual peace requires that the ‘constitution of every country be republican’.

Edmund Burke / Reflections on the Revolution in France 1790
Origin of conservatism, predicted reign of terror 
Tenets of Conservatism

· 1. Anti-Romantic/Revolutionary/Republican
· 2. Organic View of Society
· 3. Conservation of Tradition
· 4. Scepticism of Change
· 5. Pessimistic View of Human Nature
· 6. Belief in Law and Order
· 7. Inequality and Hierarchy are Good
· 8. Emphasis on Duties rather than Rights
Neo-conservatism

An ideology, which brings together a belief in fiscal conservatism (return to classical liberalism) with a social conservatism (return to traditional notions of social and political morality).
Fiscal conservatism vs. Social conservatism

Fiscal conservatism

a) Minimal gov't intervention in market 
b) Maximize private sector
c) Decrease social spending/taxes
Social Conservatism
a) State's control functions strengthened
· i) Increased Police powers
· ii) Tough on Crime - Focus on victims
b) Increase in military expenditure
c) Pro traditional ‘family values’ 
· Definition of marriage
· Tax laws re: stay at home spouse
d) Christian Right
· i) Abortion
· ii) Capital Punishment
· iii) Anti Gay and Lesbian
Communist Manifesto Karl Marx 1848  socialism
Eduard Bernstein / Evolutionary Socialism 1899 socialism 
Karl Marx/ Dialectical Materialism 
 

Concepts from the Textbook
Utopian Socialism 

Scientific Socialism

Social Democracy

Anarchism

New Left

 

Lec. 7 The Modern Citizen 

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Natural Rights

· Everybody is born with rights by nature
· John Locke  Two Treatises

 of Government  (1689)

· Locke: Four Basic Rights: 
· a) Life
· b) Liberty

· c) Property
· d) To Execute the Law of Nature (i.e. to punish others if they threaten your life, liberty or property)

 ‘Life, liberty and property’

Jeremy Bentham / ‘Nonsense upon stilts’
· Natural rights have no basis
·  Only rights which count are 
positive rights in law

·  Elevated by rhetoric
TH Marshall/ Citizenship and Social Class 1950
· Argued for addition of social rights in liberal states
Isaiah Berlin‘Two Concepts of Freedom’ 1969
· Negative liberties: ‘Freedom to think/act freely’
· State must not interfere with individual
· Political/civic rights: ‘Freedom from’
· Rights which underpin liberalism/ liberal state
· Positive liberties: ‘Master of one’s own destiny’ (TH Green)
· State must provide ‘x’ - healthcare, education, shelter
· Social/Economic rights: ‘Freedom to’ 
· Rights which underpin socialism/communist state
Concepts from the Readings:
Universality vs. Difference Citizenship

Public-private dichotomy

National vs. Global Citizenship

 

Lec. 8  The Modern Citizen - Rights

 

Concepts from the Lecture
English Bill of Rights 1688 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948
· Article 2: ‘Without distinction such as race, colour, sex, language, religion etc.’
· Article 3: ‘Life, liberty & security of person.’
· Articles 4-21: Political/Civil Rights
· e.g. Freedom from slavery, torture, arbitrary arrest or detention; equality before law, freedom of expression, assembly, right of asylum, etc.
· Articles 22- 26: Social/Economic Rights
· E.g. right to work, pay, education, shelter etc.
UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966
· Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
1. Fundamental freedoms (Sec. 2)
· 2. Democratic Rights (Sec. 3-5)
· 3. Mobility Rights (Sec. 6)
· 4. Legal Rights (Sec.7-14)
· 5. Equality Rights (Sec. 15)
· 6. Linguistic Rights (Sec. 16-23)
Limitations on the Charter of Rights

· 1. Recognition of Group Rights
· a) Sec. 25 – Protection of Treaty Rights 
· b) Sec. 27 – Protection of Multi-culturalism
· 2. Government can over-ride Charter
· a) Sec. 1- 'reasonable limits’
· b) Sec. 33 – Not withstanding clause 
The Notwithstanding Clause

State sovereignty vs. International Human Rights

Concepts from the Readings:

See above Lec. 7
 

Lec. 9 Citizen Protest and Participation 
Concepts from the Lecture
Joseph Schumpeter

· Democracy = Elections
Single Member Plurality

· One member per riding - 
· Winner gets most votes
· Problem
· Results do not reflect popular vote/small parties lose out
· Many votes ‘wasted’

Proportional Representation

· Elected Seats are proportional to vote
· Electorate elects multiple members in riding
· Party List system - parties have more control
· Vote for party
· Party members elected in proportion to popular vote
· Single Transferable Vote - electorate has more control
· Vote for candidates
· Preferential Voting
· Problem with PR
· Multiple members less accountable
· Less Stable Government - More minority/coalitions
Democracy in America Alexis de Tocqueville 1835 
· French author who celebrated American democracy
· Democracy = ‘nation of joiners’
· Democracy depends on active, engaged civil society
The Civic Culture 1963 Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba
· Civic culture requires active citizens
· USA is best example of Civic Culture
Bowling Alone Robert Putnam 2000
New Social Movement Theory

(1970’s - Present)
· Historical Context
· 1. Relative Prosperity
· 2. Explosion in post-secondary education 
· Rise of Post-material Values
· Ronald Inglehart The Silent Revolution
· Generational Change
· Depression and WWII - Materialist concerns (security, money)
· Civil Rights Generation - New Values
· 1. Growing numbers of young educated middle class
· 2. Anti-authority
· 3. Radically democratic
· 4. Post-materialist
· D. Examples of New Social Movements
· 1. Environmentalism
· 2. Anti-Nuclear Movement
· 3. Women's liberation
· 4. Civil Rights Movement
· 5. Gay/lesbian rights
· 6.Disability Rights
Resource Mobilization

· How are Groups Successful? Why and which?
· 1. Mobilization of Resources
· 2. Bureaucratic Organization
· 3. Professional Expertise
· 4. Political Opportunity
Lec. 10 International Relations

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Realism 

· 1. Theoretical Origins in Hobbes, Machiavelli 
· 2. World War II - Idealism is naïve
· Hard Power is key
· 3. Hans Morganthau - Politics Amongst Nations (1948)
· 4. Principles of realist school of thought
· a) Human nature is power-seeking
· b) Key actors are states
· c) Anarchy underpins international system
· d) Motivation of states is national interest
· e) Security is central problem
· f) Objective: balance of power
Idealism

1. Theoretical Origins of Idealism: Locke Mill
· 2. Historical Origins: End of WWI
· Woodrow Wilson
· League of Nations
· Soft Power is key
· 3. Principles of idealism/liberal school
· a) Human nature is basically cooperative
· b) Central problem: peace
· c) Objective: create international authority
Politics Amongst Nations Hans Morganthau 1948
Security Dilemma

Human Security

New Threats to Security

Hard power vs. soft power

Concepts from the Readings:

End of History

Clash of Civilizations

Jihad vs. McWorld

IGO’s

IMF

PART II: Contemporary Challenges: Globalization and Identity
Lec. 11 Globalization
 

Interdependence 

OLD: Movement across borders, technology shrinking the world 

NEW: technology creates borderless world; rapidity, intensification & density of info; LIBERALIZATION of capital flows 

Historical context (20th Century) 

1. Early 20th Century: Interdependence 

· Technology: Telegraph, radio, telephone, shipping 

· Development of “interdependence” 

2. WW1: Nationalism REPLACES interdependence 

3. 1929: WALL ST. CRASH & DEPRESSION 

· Global Economic System CRASHES 

· Two Theories on the Fix: 

i. John Maynard Keynes: The state 

ii. Frederich Hayek: The market 

Post WWII – The Foundations for Globalization 

· New period of Interdependence 

The Bretton Woods System

1. IMF – economic stability by regulating international monetary system based convertible currencies 

2. World Bank – development bank: basic needs of developing countries 

3. GATT/WTO – liberalization of trade 

· Reduce Barriers to Trade (Tariffs and NTBs) 

Benjamin Barber 

· Graduated from London School of Economics 
· An American political theorist 
· Wrote Jihad vs. McWorld (1995, post 9/11 Edition in 2001) 
· Book examines the planet being torn apart by the vestiges of race & ideology, while at the same time becoming unified by economic, technological, and ecological forces that mesmerize & homogenize
John Maynard Keynes vs. Frederich Hayek 

· Keynes believes in SPEND, SPEND, SPEND! (Rescue ailing banks 
· Gov’ts need to spend more, on roads, hospitals & schools to offset the lack of private spending 
· In long term, means to economic growth lie on “supply side” in increased productivity & increased investment in research & development 
· To achieve long term growth, the capacity of the economy needs to RISE 
· Hayek believed in an exceptionally free market, strongly OPPOSED to economic planning 
· Argued against Keynes in the 1930s about gov’t intervention in the economy 
· Austrian economist 
· Wrote The Road to Serfdom, shortly after WWII – warned the dead hand of the bureaucrat could threaten a free society almost as much as the iron boot of Stalin 
GATT/WTO General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, World Trade Organization
· Free Trade in Goods & Services 
· Goods traded virtually tariff free (notable exceptions) 
· Triumph of capitalism & liberal democracy 
· New rounds of WTO: Global Free Trade 1990s - 
· Non-tariff barriers (subsidies, dumping, regulations) 
· Free trade in services 
· Challenge subsidies in agriculture 
· GATT: The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994 
IMF 

· International Monetary Fund 

· Organization of 188 countries working together to foster global monetary cooperation 

· Secure financial stability 

· Facilitate international trade 

· Promote high employment & economic growth 

· Reduce poverty globally 

World Bank 

· Vital source of financial & technical assistance to developing countries around the world , established 1944 conceived @ Bretton Woods 
· Comprised of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) & the International Development Association (IDA) 
· IBRD aims to reduce poverty in middle-income creditworthy poorer countries 
· IDA focuses exclusively on the world’s poorest countries 
· IBRD & IDA part of the World Bank Group 
Capital Market Liberalization 

· Benefits vs. Risks 
· Benefit: Capitalize new economies 
· Risk of Financial Crisis: 
· Too much debt 
· Default on loans 
· Market unstable or weak 
· Rapid withdrawal of capital 
· Economic and social costs 
· Across borders 
Moral Hazard 

· The risk that a party to a transaction has not entered into the contract in good faith, has provided misleading information about its assets, liabilities or credit capacity, or has an incentive to take unusual risks in a desperate attempt to earn a profit before the contract settles.

Concepts from the Readings:

End of History

Clash of Civilizations

Jihad vs. McWorld

IGO’s

Lec. 12 Globalization: Crises
 

Concepts from the Lecture

Asian Financial Crisis (1996 – 1998)

Causes- capital market liberalization
Increase in foreign investment

Debt overload

Lack of domestic bank regulation

Moral Hazard of Mexico

IMF bails out 

Contagion – systematic risk (if not bailed out the whole system goes down)
International Credit Crisis
Causes - 2000-2008: Decreased Regulation on US Financial Institutions

Toxic Assets
The value of assets has fallen significantly and for which there is no longer a functioning market, so that such assets cannot be sold at a price satisfactory to the holder
Subprime Mortgage
means making loans to people who may have difficulty maintaining the repayment schedule. These loans are characterized by higher interest rates and less favorable terms in order to compensate for higher credit risk
Ben Bernanke
Chair Federal Reserve Board

Economist – researched Depression
Systematic risk
Henry Paulson
Treasury Secretary

Republican

Moral Hazard 

Moral Hazard vs. Systemic Risk

International Credit Freeze
Concepts from the Readings:

Political Economy 

· The study and use of how economic theory and methods influences political ideology

· Political economy is the interplay between economics, law and politics, and how institutions develop in different social and economic systems, such as capitalism, socialism and communism

· analyzes how public policy is created and implemented

American Empire 

· written by Andrew J. Bacevich 

· US activist global policy primarily driven by corporate interests 

· Undercuts democracy at home and abroad 

· Involves ruinous expenditures 

· Increases risks to national security 

Neo-Liberalism 

· Approach to economics & social studies in which control of economic factors is shifted from the public sector to the private 
· Suggests gov’ts reduce deficit spending, limit subsidies, reform tax law to broaden tax base 
· Remove fixed exchange rates
· Open up markets to trade by limiting protectionism, privatize state-run businesses 
· Allow private property & back deregulation 
Lec. 13 Globalization: Lessons and Theories

 

Concepts from the Lecture:

Francis Fukuyama
End of History and the Last Man
Thomas Friedman
The Flat Earth, 2005
A. Despite the crisis globalization is still good 

The divisions are shrunk between inequalities 

Huge players all around the world 

B. Marxist socialist view (capitalist as bad) therefore globalization is bad 

Contradictions within the financial sector of the state 

David Korten
When Corporations Rule the World, 1995
Globalization has caused

· Poverty

· Social disintegration

· Environmental Destruction

Globalization and its Discontents
Joseph Stiglitz 2001 
Capital market liberalization not the answer in all markets

Globalization benefits certain parties

Excessive reliance on market fundamentalism

· Critical of IMF, US Treasury

· Hypocrisy of West

· C. End of the nation state 

· Rise of regional economies and rise of global economies to govern the regional economies

· David Held’s view cosmopolitism 

· D. Not entirely good not entirely bad but benefits some at the expense of others 

· Stiglitz (World Bank) critic of IMF policies during the Asian crisis 
the hand is not there, the market has to be regulated by people and/or government 

· Market liberalization is not always the answer 

Benefits of Globalization
Increase in overall wealth b/w 1950 - 1995

· Global economic output from $ 6.4 trillion to $35.5 trillion

· Trade went from .4 trillion to 5 trillion

· Ease of travel, communication, information

·   Exchange of Cultures

·   International Democratization

Drawbacks of Globalization
· Globalization benefits rich and does little for poor
· Growing Inequalities
· Despite increase in wealth persistent and enormous gap between rich and poor in world 
Gap between rich and poor:

Jeffrey Sachs
 Professor of Economics
 Columbia University

Head, UN Millennium Development
· Loss of Sovereignty  
·  International Instruments
·  Regional Instruments
·  Common currency
·  Trading Agreements
· Neocolonialism?
· Case Study: Malaysia
· Stanley Fish IMF
· ‘sick patient’
· PM Malathir of Malaysia
· West creates dependency/deliberately manipulate currency for their own profit
· Conditions of bail out = neocolonialism 
· Backlash against West
· Anger over Inequality and poverty
· Sense of rules not fair to all
· Violent Protest
· Terrorism
· Financial Crises
· Unemployment, Bankruptcies, Foreclosures 
· Government only body with fiscal capacity to bail out countries/financial institutions
· Accountability for financial institutions that engaged in bad practices
· Backlash within west
· Bailouts for the rich
· Public debt
· US conservatives fear socialism by stealth
· Negative implications for environment?
· Globalized economy assumes perpetual growth
· Consumption of non-renewable resources
· ‘Addiction to oil’ goes global
· Increase in waste products
· Global warming
Lec. 14 Intro to Post-Modernism
 

Concepts from the Lecture:

Frederich Nietzsche
Post- modernist of 20th century
Meanings of the Death of God
God is dead and there is no truth out there
· 1. Religious God is dead

· 2. Moral absolutes are dead

· 3. The Physical absolutes of Science are dead

· 4. Ultimate Act of Human Power: Will to Power 

· 5. Challenge to Scientific / Philosophical Method and Language

No need for god anymore 

There is no absolute good or bad, we decide the set of morals 

N is predicting what will happen  

Plato’s caveman N.’s madman both laughed at because they foresee the future 

Unchaining the earth from the sun 

Science is being questioned 

Is time absolute or is it relative? 

God existed but was killed (human need to be all powerful)

N writes in an odd way, challenges the way in which we articulate our world (aphorisms) individual is part of the story 
Conclusion

· No truths outside ourselves

· No absolutes

· Truth is relative

· Situated Truths (Lanterns)

· No point of origin

· We are in freefall

· Ultimate freedom but also responsibility

· Where do I feel at home: where do I belong?

We live in the world in which there is no truth and no god and we need to live in that world 

Freedom – no god to bail us out 

Modern Crisis
Identity politics 

Albert Camus – the rebel, where do I feel at home? 

Who am I? where do I feel at home? where do I belong? 
Post-modern tenets

· 1. Power structures the world

· 2. Language/Medium is critical. 

· Case study: Disability

· 3. Individual cannot exist outside of world observed.

· 4. All knowledge is situated. 

· 3. Deconstruction is key tool

Concepts from the Readings:

Michel Foucault
“Truth and Power” – Nitzschean thinker 

Radical rethink in the way in which we conceptualize our world (due to the crisis)

Self in splint into many different selves

Science and knowledge are linked to power 

Science does not necessarily lead to a better world  
Truth/Power
Truth is produced only by virtue of multiple forms of constant and it enduces regular effects of power. Each society has its regime of truth. 

Truth- the ensemble of rules according to which the true and the false are separated and specific effects of power attached to the true. Battle about the status of truth and the economic and political role it plays rather than a battle on behalf of the truth. 

Not science and ideology but truth and power 

Truth is to be understood as a system of ordered prodecures for the production, regulation, distribution, circulation and operation of statements. 

Truth is linked in a circular relation with systems of power, which produce and sustain it. And to effects of power, which it induces, and which extend it. A regime of truth. 

Detaching the power of truth from the forms of hegemony, social, economic and cultural. Political question is the truth itself. 
The ‘Madman’
Challenges the idea that there is any absolute truths in the world (thus death of God)
We each have our own truths, as symbolized by the replacement of a light from above with the light of many lanterns rather than a source from outside ourselves. 

Humanity’s one goal is not to seek truth or justice but power, the ultimate act of power is to kill God. 
Lec. 15 Identity Politics

 

Concepts from the Lecture:

Link between Post-modernism and identity politics
Recognizing the difference among citizens rather than making everyone the same. (group rights) 

Nietzsche’s situated knowledge and individual lanterns of truth

Foucault’s discourse – some perspectives more powerful than others 

The search for belonging (Camus) 
Sex vs. Gender
Sex- biological, chromosomes, and anatomy (born with)
Gender – behavior/socially constructed roles, the notions of femininity and masculinity 
‘One is not born but rather becomes a woman’ – feminism thought, sex and gender are distinct. Gender roles can change. 
Simone Debeauvoir Second Sex
The public/private divide 
Public is the higher realm (public goods and services) Private is domestic life
Carole Pateman – Sexual contract, 1980 – sexual contract underpins the social contracts 
First Wave of Feminism
(1900-1920): Gaining the Vote (Modern: equal rights of citizenship)

2nd Wave (1960-1980): Gaining Equality and Celebrating Difference

-Equality (Modern: equality as sameness)

-Difference (Post-modern: recognize differences between men and women)

3rd Wave (1990- : Recognizing Difference Amongst Women (Post modern) 
Suffragettes US 1919, Canada 1918, Britain1927
Fights for the vote, bringing mothering to the public sphere
Racist 

Gender Gap – voting pattern difference between men and women
Concepts from the Readings:

Multiculturalism - Refers to the policy or belief that endorses the principle of cultural diversity and supports the right of difference ethnic, national, and linguistic groups to retain their distinctive identities and practices. 
Classical liberalism  - diversity with skepticism, individual rights and freedoms as paramount, tolerance, consent etc. hence no need for government to publically promote cultural and religious practices. 
Liberal Multiculturalism (institutions to tolerate and accommodate) 1971 multicultural policy and the 1988 Multiculturalism Act
Importance in dialogue 

3 main tenets 

Ideal of unity is ultimately universally shared (minorities have to adjust)

Diversity as a problem

Plurality or diversity of groups rather than the power differences between these groups
Radical Perspectives on Diversity

Critique of liberalism approach. Transnational citizenship- more than one nationality 
Lec. 16 Identity Politics: Gender and Feminism
 

Concepts from the Lecture:

Betty Friedan

The Feminine Mystique 1953
The problem that has no name 

Women were deeply unhappy after the WWII 

Cosmetics development, the clothes, the appliances

National organization for women 

· Women’s role limited to home

· Historical Context

· Pseudo scientific support

· White appliance Industry

· Women’s magazines

· Women deeply unhappy with feminine role

· b) The solution

· Women and men must share public/private spheres

· Education was key

· Collective organization - N.O.W.

Second Wave of Feminism (Radical feminism)
· 1. Writers:

· Kate Millett - Sexual Politics
· Mary Daly - Gyn/Ecology
· 2. Key Tenets:

· a) 'Patriarchy' is key concept

· b) Women/Men fundamentally different

· c) Women must unite

· d) 'The personal is the political’

· Sexuality and family are political power struggles

· Female body is site of power struggle

· e) Consciousness-raising

· 1. Women seen as unified group

· 2. Patriarchy is most fundamental oppression

· 3. Women seen as victims

· 4. Equality is goal

· Liberal Feminists - political equality with men

· Socialist Feminists - economic equality with men

· 5. How to achieve equality: A debate

· Women should be treated the same way as men 

· Women’s differences need to be recognized

Canadian Royal Commission on the Status of Women 1970
· Women are free to seek employment outside home

· Childcare is shared responsibility b/w mothers, fathers and society

· Maternity needs special treatment

· Affirmative Action required to overcome historical discrimination

Third Wave Feminism
· 1. No single universal view

· 2. Celebration of Difference
· a) Diversity amongst women

· b) Differences b/w men and women

· 3. Recognition of Contradictions in Identity

· a) Identity is fluid and multiple

· b) Power/victim

· c) Us/Them

· d) Ethnicity/Gender. 

· 4. Patriarchy revisited

· 5. Local politics rather than 'universal struggle'.

· 6. Recognition of politics of women's bodies.

· 7. Growing interest in 'masculinity' and men's studies

Generation X/Y - The Young Third Wave
· Rebecca Walker To Be Real (1998)

· 1. To be real/to live with contradictions

· 2. Power and Victim Feminism

· 3. Personal and Individual

· 4. New forms/modes of communication

· a) Cyberspace - cybergrrls

· b) Music - Riotgrrrls

·      Spice Girls. Girl Groups, Lilith Fair

· c) Art - Guerilla grrrls

· 5. Reassertion of 'feminine values'.

Concepts from Readings:

Patriarchy – rule by men, men have more power, enjoy greater access to what is valued by the social group. Notion of gender inequality. Authority of both fathers in household and legal profession, the business community, organized religion and political arena. 
Feminist political action – the pursuit of women’s liberty, justice, equality, and solidarity. Feminism seeks to change the gender order so that women can enjoy autonomy and gain acceptance as socially valued members of the community 
Socialist feminism – economic sources of oppression, capitalism and state patriarchy intersect to reinforce women’s social marginalization and economic dependency. 
Radical Feminism (Even though women have equal rights the oppression is still there) - “sex/gender system” the set of rules, assumptions, institutions, and understandings that uphold women’s subordination to men. How biology determines the gender roles and further ridicule of these roles and oppression. 
Liberal Feminism (North American) – equal rights. Inequality is a result of different treatment. Equal access to education, politics, property and employment. When women are denied to be free, self-actualizing individuals, not surprisingly, they act like second-class citizens from dependency relationships with men. 
Women and Representation
Lec. 17 Liberal Multiculturalism

 Recognition of groups and the protection of rights to support different cultural identities, consistent with a liberal society (sovereignty of state and individual rights).

Concepts from the Lecture:

Will Kymlicka

Multicultural Citizenship 
· 1. Problem: How to reconcile individual human rights with group rights

· 2. Different kinds of Ethnic Minorities

· National Minorities - Que./ First Nations

· Polyethnic minorities - immigrants

· 3. Different Kinds of Group Rights

· a) Self Gov't rights

· b) Polyethnic Rights

· c) Special Representation Rights

· 4. Internal Restrictions vs. External  Protections
No internal restrictions within a minority however external protections are for sustaining group rights for protection only

Multiculturalism is consistent with liberalism (required)

National Minorities vs. Polyethnic Minorities

Iris Marion Young
Justice and the Politics of Difference, 1990

· 1. Problem with the liberal definition of justice

· Distributive justice is not enough (i.e. who gets what).

· Justice means making politics (decision making processes) more inclusive and participatory.

· 2. Basic Solution: Group Representation

· Political theory and practice should affirm group difference

· Institutional changes necessary to reflect cultural groups 

Redistribution of resources in the society to help the less fortunate (young argues against it)

Justice is not just the outcome rather also who is making the decision (everybody in consideration rather than some for the some)

Increased group representation (more radically group rights represented also throughout the society as well as in the parliament) 

Charles Taylor
Politics of Recognition 1995
· Liberal theories over- emphasize autonomous individual with rights

· Taylor asks: how is individual formed?

· Within community

· Dialogically - we understand ourselves on in relation to others

· Key therefore to contemporary politics is the need to recognize others’ cultural difference

· Cultural minorities can only flourish if their differences are accommodated within liberal states

Taylor looks at the formation of the individual through culture 

Recognizing each other (citizens must recognize other citizens) 
primary mistake – don’t understand each others cultures mostly dominant cultures don’t understand minority cultures 

Canadian Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism 1963- 1969
· Lester Pearson appointed commission

· Response to growing resentment in Quebec 

· Goal: Increase recognition of biculturalism in Canada 

· Three key concerns:

· Extent of bilingualism is federal civil service

· Role of civil society in promoting culture

· Opportunities for Canadians to become bilingual

· Findings:

· Francophones were second class citizens

· Anglophones had little opportunity to learn French

· Canada was a ‘multicultural’ not bicultural nation

1988 Canadian Multiculturalism Act 
· Bilingualism: Official Languages Act (1969)

· Ensure all citizens are able to access services in their first language

· Facilitate bilingualism (French immersion)

· Multiculturalism: Official Multiculturalism Policy (1971)

· Programs and Services to support ethnocultural organizations

· Principle of recognizing difference/cultural mosaic

· Notion of ‘integration’ of ethnic minorities into political/economic mainstream

Concepts from readings:

Will Kymlicka 

Forms of Group Difference
Self-government rights, polytechnic rights, and special representation rights. 
Self-government rights

Self-determination, govern themselves free and full development of their cultures.  First nations and Quebecois. 

Polytechnic rights

Seek public support and legal recognition of their cultural practices. Section 27 Promote integration into the larger society. 

Special- representation rights

Certain number of seats on the Senate should be reserved for the members of disadvantaged or marginalized groups. Charlottetown Accord, National Action Committee on the Status of Women 50% of the Senate reserved for women, others official language minorities and for Aboriginals. 
Individual Rights vs. Group Rights
Two kinds of collective rights. Rights of a group against its own members and against the larger society. Internal restrictions and external protections 
Social Unity vs. Groups Rights
Differentiated citizenship source of disunity and inhibit the development of a sense of shared Canadian identity. Demand for inclusion vs. exclusion 

Rawls claims that the source of unity is a shared conception of justice
Lec. 18 Radical Multiculturalism

Concepts from the Lecture:

Critical/Radical Multiculturalism
Colonialism and Classical Liberalism

Edward Said Orientalism 
· Edward Said (Author)

· Published in 1978

· Focus is Arab ‘Orient’ 

· Scholarly Foundation

for Post-colonial studies

· 3. The non-west or ‘other’ moves around: existing in seemingly disparate geographical locations.
· What is the East?
· Middle East, Near East
· Far East
· What is the Orient; who is oriental?
· What is the Indian?
· East Indian
· West Indian
· Native Indian
·  B. The 'Orient' is a constructed entity 
· ‘Western’ scholars have had  the power to construct the Orient
· The ‘orient’ is constructed through literature, art, historical scholarship, cartography, and other fields.
· 'Orient' is constructed as exotic, irrational, turbulent ‘uncivilized’: West is rational ordered ‘civilized’ and must protect itself from turbulent east
· USSR - ‘evil empire’; the Russian bear
· Middle East - turbulent
· Asian dragon
C. All texts are political
· Wrong to make distinction between political essays/philosophy and non-political literature/art.
D. Scholar’s role
· “Much of the investment in this study derives from my awareness of being an ‘oriental’”.
· E. The non-west’s response to ‘orientalism’
· The colonized now have a voice and are responding: ‘the wretched of the earth are talking back’.
· Creation of Post-colonial studies
· Growth of fundamentalism and extremism: counter drive to domination and control
· F. What is the role of ‘western civilization’ in global politics?
· Francis Fukuyama The End of History, 1979
· Western model of liberal democracy is ‘civilization’.
· Samuel Huntington Clash of Civilizations, 1996
· Essential, incommensurable civilizations in conflict
· Islamic, Confucion, Hindu, Western civilizations
· West should not assume it has ‘won’, 
· Edward Said Orientalism, 1978 
· Idea of civilizations as ‘watertight’ compartments is preposterous
· All cultures are hybrid and heterogeneous
Concepts from the Readings:

Study of culture in politics -  Three main approaches, differences between countries, relations of power and challenges to the status quo, and questions of democracy and justice. 
Cultural Studies
Desirability of transforming power relations, approach is interdisciplinary, literary criticism, linguistics, philosophy, art history, sociology, and political science. 
To expose power relations and how these shape cultural practices, with a view toward challenging relations of subordination, especially in capitalist societies.  
Political culture (Gabriel Almond) (Civic Culture, Almond and Verba)
Population of any given political system is characterized by a distinct pattern of attitudes about political participation: this pattern is called political culture.
3 types of attitudes people have about their own role in the political process. 

Parochial –people do not expect to participate and do not make any demands 

Subject- people have no expectation of being politically active, but they do expect that the system will provide the with the goods and services they want

Participant – people feel they can play an active role and expect that the political system will deliver in return. 
Cultural identity
Stems from political philosophy. Central issue- nature of equality that the states deliver to citizens
Lec. 19 Indigenous Politics

Concepts from the Lecture:

Franz Fanon
Wretched of the Earth
Colonialism does enormous violence to the colonized even after decolonization

Decolonization is ongoing process to reconstruct ‘self’ in post-colonial word

Gaytari Spivak

· Subaltern: colonized minority groups within majority populations

Two Row Wampum
· Treaties signed between British monarch and first nations to ensure trade, boundaries and security

· First Nations saw their relations with Europeans governed by ‘Two Row Wampum’: Peace, respect, friendship

Royal Proclamation 1763
· Only Crown could acquire lands from Indians and only by treaty

· Crown recognizes indigenous right to land

· Principle of respectful co-existence and equality

Indian Act 1867
· (Paternalism)

· Created ‘reserves’ for Indians including how band councils will be formed

· Defined who was ‘Indian’ and who was not – ‘registered’ or status Indians

· Created Indian Agents in charge of reserves

1969 White Paper
· Trudeau (PM), Chretien (Indian Affairs Minister)

· Eliminate Indian Act, treaties

· Reject all land claims

· Assimilate all Indians into society as individuals; eliminate any reference to ‘peoples’ 

Calder Decision 1973
· (v. British Columbia)

· Frank Calder/ Nisga’a challenged BC government

·  Land rights had never been extinguished

· Supreme Court ruled for 1st time – aboriginal title to land existed at time: Royal Proclamation 1763

· Delgamuukw Decision 1997v. British Columbia

· Gitksan and Witsuwit'en challenge BC’s right to land

· BC Court (McEachern) ruled in favour of BC

· Oral history not acceptable 

· Colonial gov’t had extinguished indigenous rights to land

· Supreme Court reverses decision

· Accepts oral history of indigenous people as evidence

· Recognizes aboriginal title

BC Treaty Process (1991-)
· Context

· Calder, Delgamukw cases recognize aboriginal title

· Few treaties signed in BC, unlike rest of Canada

· First Nations and Business Community want title settled

· Nisga’a Treaty – first treaty implemented (2000)

· Nisga’a people trying to negotiate treaty for 100 years

· B.C., Federal gov’ts agreed to negotiate treaty 1990

· B.C. Treaty Commission (established 1991)

· Title exists – need to negotiate treaties

· 47 treaties currently being negotiated

· Six stage process

· 40 at stage of negotiating agreement

· 1 finalizing agreement (Yale First Nation)

· 2 with ratified agreements (Tsawsassen, Maa-nulth)

· Some indigenous groups see process as new form of colonization

UNDRIP
· Adopted by UN General Assembly 2007

· 4 voted against: Australia, NZ, US and Canada 

· Key Sections: Potentially radical challenge

· Art. 3/4 – right to self-determination

· Art. 5 – right to maintain distinct institutions

· Art. 26 – right to traditional lands, territories

Concepts from the Readings:

Indigeneity 
Jose R. Martinez Cobo, UN, Study of the Problem of Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations 1986, 
Indigenous communities, peoples and nations are those which having a historical continuity with pre-invasion and pre-colonial societies that developed on their territories, consider themselves distinct from other sectors of the societies now prevailing on those territories, Or parts of them. (Matinez Cobo, 1986, 7/Add4)
Self-determination
Secession or the right to constitute a new national state 
The term peoples in the international law implies the rights of self-determination. 
Fourth World
Although these groups reside in rich nations, they live in conditions that are often worse than those commonly associated with the Third World. 

UN Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Recognizes that the core concepts of Indigenous rights are territorial rights, self-determination, autonomy, and international legal status
