Comm 2101
Lesson 1 
Messages, messengers and receivers 
· Concept of communication is a theoretical abstract concept. 
· Communication in real life (reality) is based on conversations, silence (form of communication) and body language, music (listening to particular songs at different times), everyday symbols, language, words, tones of voice, metaphors, writing, 
· Tools that we use to communicate with each other make it possible for others to track us. Ex: GPS, function on phone to track it, search results on google. 
· We can access elements of popular culture illegally, these being owned by fewer people (concentration of media)
The relevance of these facts (theorizing) 
· We live in a surveillance society: Our public is accessed by others, we snoop on others and others snoop on us. 
· The public debate will suffer: major media companies owned by few people
· We live in a digitized world: 
· Communication can be observed in a range of different forms: we speak but not always with words 
· How the world is represented to us: we rely on this to make sense out of the world 
****Theory in communication studies: a set of statements about some aspects of human life that apply to some cases but rarely to all case. ****
1. Theories are right until we can prove that they are wrong
2. Ideas do not come out of nowhere: they emerge out of real life situations. 
3. Communication = mash up video. 
Part 1: While the act of communicating is an old thing, the idea of communication as its own concept and is an object we theorize about is a very modern thing (19th century). Transitions from traditional society to modern society: immergence of different types of media, mass schooling, rapid advancements in technology.. etc. 
Part 2: A lot of people tend to think of the world’s problems as issues with communication.
“Communication is a registry for modern longings…It is a sink into which most of our hopes and fears seem to be poured” John Durham 
“Democracy will have its full consummation when free social inquiry is indissolubly wedded to the art of full and moving communication” John Dewey
“The fundamental problem of communication is that of reproducing at one point either exactly or approximately  message selected at another point.” Claude Shannon 
“communication breakdown, it’s always the same I’m having a nervous breakdown, drives me insane” Led Zeppelin 
Part 3: communication theories are a mash up of other disciplines. New form of knowledge (part history, literature, sociology) 
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