Theodore Adorno’s musical influence George Bergman. 
First Quiz next week, multiple choice based on lectures and readings of the last 3 lectures; 10 minutes in length.  Imperative to bring a pencil. 

October 3, 2012
Summary
- Paris and the concept and mass society, the crowd and writings by LeBonne about how to characterize these new social groupings. Groups of people can be susceptible to suggestion by charismatic leaders- this relates to ideas of propaganda. Mass communication brings this. (psychological entities)
- Chicago was the concept of sociology. Qualitatively researching the people by way of observation. Communication is the thing that keeps these people who don’t know each other together and civil. Research is done by watching how the people live together and get along. Record.  (social entities)
- New York is the same as the other cities with big new groupings. Emergence of modern media (radio, television, newspaper). Columbia U under Lazerfeld says we research people staying together quantitatively- focus groups, detailed surveys, we measure effects. He studies how people respond to radio programs and newspapers, he does it in association with Rockefeller association (philanthropic/private). Also works with officials from CBS the new broadcast group. He calls all of this ‘administrative research’. The purpose is to make sense of the effects of communication on these people and turn it into real-world research which can be used by media industries. Two people working on these studies were Adorno and Horkheimer (German philosophers) came from a research institute in Frankfurt and take a very different view of this research going on at Columbia. Adorno in particular is tasked with interviewing people about how they react to certain programs; he doesn’t like this research however. He also doesn’t like that media outlets such as CBS are using this information from the research themselves. He therefore distances himself from the project. He thinks there needs to be an approach that isn’t administrative but critical. From this we get ‘critical theory’; it is the most influential body of literature in communication.  (audiences as people effected by various kinds of communication)
- Key questions about effects of mass.

Lecture
- Emergence of communism and facism, the emergence of Hitler, Stalin, Lennin, Moussilini, Franco. 1930’s is the recession from stock market crash in 1929. The Great Depression (economic upheaval) and incredible rise and continuation of anti-semitism and persacusion of Jews. Adorno and Horkheimer are both Jewish. Emergence of mass media (newspapers, radio, movies) birth of Hollywood (filmmaking in 1920s) filmmaking was highly concentrated. This is known as the “studiosystem” period- small number of companies hire actors. Emergence of tabloid newspapers spreading gossip and have sensational headlines. Heavily supported by advertising. Broadcasting and radio is dominated by monopolies (BBC). Adorno and Horkeimer were fascinated by Marx because they thought that capitalism was contradictory- while it created wealth it also created poverty. Like Marx, Adorno believes capitalism alienates from means of production. 
- As communism comes to Russia, A and H aren’t sure this is the best application of Marx’s ideas. CULTURE. 
- For Adorno the idea of critical theory was an attempt to analyze the inner workings of society by revealing the disconnect between the value a society says it holds and the ones which are REALLY on display. Critical theory is intended to reveal it’s irrevalatory form of scholarship, the contradictions between the values we say we have and how things work in the real world. Some of these values could be as a capitalist society. Saying that new technologies will make our life better; it’ll be faster and better. These are the stories we are told, but the results and real life are the continuation and expansion of poverty. Technology doesn’t challenge us but rather appeals to our base instincts; it tries to include everyone. (for advertising purposes) This is brought on by the Enlightenment. (decline of religion, spirituality, kingdoms) It was a promise to bring about a better world, a promise of science. Adorno calls it the ‘Dialectic of Enlightenment’. 
- ‘Aesthetics’- what constitutes the beautiful. 
- How do we take Marx’s thinking and put it into practice in art? Luicacs says novels should attempt to describe the totality of social relations. 
- The concept of reality has been corrupted by capitalism and it’s incredible need for profit and for the new. 
- Gold Diggers of 1933 ‘We’re in the Money’. Use of art to glorify money. 
- “Films, radio and magazines make up a system which is uniform as a whole and in every part. Even the aesthetic activities of political opposites are one in their enthusiastic obedience to the rhythm of the iron system. The decorative industrial management buildings and exhibition centers in authoritarian countries are much the same as anywhere else. The huge gleaming towers that shoot up everywhere are outward signs of the ingenious planning of international concerns, toward which the unleashed entrepreneurial system (whose monuments are a mass of gloomy houses and business premises in grimy, spiritless cities) was already hastening. Even now the older houses just outside the concrete city centres look like slums, and the new bungalows on the outskirts are at one with flimsy structures of world fairs in their praise of technical progress and their built-in demand to be discarded after a short while like empty food cans.” (From the reading by Adorno) He’s saying capitalism has colonized culture, entertainment is now geared towards standardization, everything is the same when it was intended to be different. *culture industry.
- Movie and radio need no longer pretend to be art. The truth they are just business is made into an ideology in order to justify the rubbish they deliberately produce. They call themselves industries; and when their directors’ incomes are published, any doubt about the social utility of the finished products is removed. (people going to movies view the same ideology, same Hollywood ending) *reading
- A technological rationale is the rationale of domination itself. It is the coercive nature of society alienated from itself. Automobiles, bombs, and movie keep the whole thing together until their leveling element shows its strength in the very wrong which it furthered. It has made the technology of the culture industry no more than the achievement of standardisation and mass production, sacrificing whatever involved a distinction between the logic of the work and that of the social system. *reading 
- What we think would make us happy is now packaged up and mass produced (by this book, by this product, money brings happiness)
- What is supposed to be happiness and emphatic is mass produced. Emotion for the system. 
- But any trace of spontaneity from the public official broadcasting is controlled and absorbed by talent scouts, studio competitions and official programs of every kind selected by professionals. Talented performers belong to the industry long before is displays them; otherwise they would not be so eager to fit in.” *reading
- Genres divide up art. Being able to be transformed by art is cut off by the efforts of market researchers. 
- Concentration of media industries controlling what we see. Culture industries have been converted overtime into what we now called the ‘creative industries’ where production companies, ad companies, etc. are part of urban development. Bringing new technologies. 
- Writings of Frankfurt school are fundamentally important in communication studies; arguably the most foundational works. 
