
Questions for mid-term test
Introduction
1. What is archaeology?
- Archaeology is a sub discipline of anthropology involving the study of the human past through its material remains.

2. What is a. cultural anthropology; b. physical anthropology? In what ways do these disciplines overlap with archaeology?
· Cultural anthropology is a sub discipline of anthropology concerned with the non-biological, behavioural aspects of society; i.e. the social, linguistic, and technological components underlying human behaviour. Two important branches of cultural anthropology are Ethnography, the study of living cultures and Ethnology which attempts to compare cultures using ethnographic evidence. In Europe, it is referred to as Social Anthropology.
· Physical Anthropology is a sub discipline of anthropology dealing with the study of human biological or physical characteristics and their evolution.
· These disciplines overlap with archaeology through ethnoarchaeology, where, like ethnography, archaeologists live among contemporary communities, but with the specific purpose of understanding how such societies use material culture - how they make their tools and weapons, why they build their settlements where they do, and so on.
3. What is the difference between ancient history and archaeology? In what way do these disciplines overlap?
· In the broadest sense, just as archaeology is an aspect of anthropology, so too is it a part of history. To archaeology, however, which studies all cultures and periods, whether with or without writing, the distinction between history and prehistory is a convenient dividing line that imply recognizes the importance of the written word in the modern world, but in nor way denigrates the useful information contained in oral histories.
4. In what ways do archaeologists and ancient historians cooperate?
· Archaeology can also contribute a great deal to the understanding even of those periods and places where documents, inscriptions, and other literary evidence do exist. Quite often, it is the archaeologist who unearths such evidence in the first place.
5. In what way does archaeology overlap with the natural sciences?
· Archaeology is a science as well as a humanity. That is one of its fascinations as a discipline: it reflects the ingenuity of the modern scientist as wel as the modern historian. The technical methods of archaeological science are the most obvious, from radiocarbon dating to studies of food residues in pots. Equally important are scientific methods of analysis, of inference. The analytical concepts of the archaeologist are as much a part of that batter y of approaches as the instruments in the laboratory.
6. Why does archaeology always have an anomalous position within academia?
- Archaeology covers such a broad field that it is hard to place it in one specific field.
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7. Divide the history of archaeology into 4 phases (mention the name of the phase and indicate the time frame)
· Speculative Phase (until c. 1850)
· Beginnings of modern archaeology (c. 1850 - 1900)
· Classificatory - Historical Period (c. 1900 - 1960)
· New Archaeology (c. 1960 - )
8. As Man is thinking about his past for as long as he exists, why did archaeology only emerge in the 19th century?
· Archaeology emerged in the 19th century because there was no rhyme or reason behind archaeology in the early attempts at making sense of the past. There was no guidelines; people just dug into the ground as they so desired.
9. What three major developments in the research into the past triggered the birth of modern archaeology around 1850?
· The first was the discovery of the antiquity of humankind: ideas that human life on earth went back much further than few thousand years before Christ (Creation): invention of the term “prehistory”
· C.J. Thomsen’s Three Age System: Stone, Bronze, and Iron Age
· Charles Darwin’s Principle of Evolution: natural selection, survival of the fittest: principle of evolution; Darwin’s influence was not only in archaeology, but also in the political thought of Marx and the anthropological thought of E.B. Tylor (evolution of society from savagery to barbarianism to civilization)
10. In what sense was the decipherment of hieroglyphics by Champollion important for the understanding of Ancient Egypt?
· If you can understand the language, it helps to understand the culture.
11. Why is Heinrich Schliemann less important for archaeology than, say, General Pitt Rivers, despite his great discoveries?
· Schliemann is less important for archaeology for his discovered because he smuggled the treasure out of Turkey into Greece, his excavation site was excavated by others as well, and his discoveries were not as significant as others.
12. What three achievements were made by Sir Arthur Evans in his excavations at Knossos, Crete, from c. 1900 onwards?
· Minoan Civilization (c. 3100 - 1450 BCE)
· Linear A (undeciphered, Minoan); Linear B (Mycenean, deciphered by Michael Ventris in 1952)
· “restoration” of Palace
13. In which way did he still look like Heinrich Schliemann when interpreting material remains?
· He built up the palace walls to what he believed they looked like instead of keeping them as is.
14. When and by whom was the tomb of Tutankhamun discovered?
· Howard Carter excavated King Tut’s tomb in 1922.
15. Why was the tomb discovered this late, although all the other tombs in the Valley of the Kings were long known, and why was it still intact?
· This tomb was discovered late because it was hidden under the others and had been walked on above by pedestrians and robbers alike. It was intact because it had been hidden away and robbers had not been able to get at the loot.
16. Despite these great discoveries in the Mediterranean of the first half of the 20th century, it were the prehistorians who transformed archaeology. Who is the great name in this period and what did he contribute to archaeology?
· Gordon Childe (1892 - 1967)
· Childe was one of the first to explore developments of the three-age system that had been presented as revolutions by Sir John Lubbock and others in the late 19th century. Such concepts as the "Neolithic Revolution" and "Urban Revolution" did not begin with him but he welded them into a new synthesis of economic periods based on what could be known from the artifacts, rather than from a supposed ethnology of an unknown past. Thanks to his presentations and influence this synthesis is now accepted as vital in prehistoric studies. Childe traveled throughout Greece, Central Europe and the Balkans studying the archaeological literature.
17. What three achievements were made in archaeology after World War II?
· Ecological Approach: Specialists who look specifically at environment of excavation site
· C-14 dating or radiocarbon dating invented by Libby (1949)
· In general, different scientific methods of dating began to be designed.
18. In which 2 ways were some archaeologists dissatisfied with the discipline in the 1950s and 1960s?
· Excavation techniques and aids had enhanced archaeology considerably; not so much about arriving at a date, so what does it actually mean?
· Traditional archaeological explanation too vague: “cultural influences,” etc.; how can we explain cultural processes? (processual archaeology)
19. The answer to this dissatisfaction was New Archaeology. Write down the 7 points in which New Archaeology disagreed with traditional archaeological theory and practice (= p. 41 of Renfrew and Bahn!).
· The Nature of Archaeology: Explanatory vs Descriptive: Archaeology’s role was now to explain past change, not simply to reconstruct the past and how people had lived. This involved the use of explicit theory.
· Explanation: Culture process vs Culture history: Traditional archaeology was seen to rely on historical explanation: the New Archaeology, drawing on the philosophy of science, would think in terms of culture process, or how change in economic and social systems take place. This implies generalization.
· Reasoning: Deductive vs Inductive: Traditional archaeologists saw archaeology as resembling a jigsaw puzzle: the task was one of “piecing together the past.” Instead, the appropriate procedure was now seen as formulating hypotheses, constructing models, and deducing their consequences.
· Validation: Testing vs Authority: Hypotheses were to be tested, and conclusions should not be accepted on the basis of the authority or standing of the research worker.
· Research Focus: Project Design vs Data accumulation: Research should be designed to answer specific questions economically, not simply to generate more information which might not be relevant.
· Choice of Approach: Quantitative vs Simply Qualitative: The benefits were seen of quantitative data, allowing computerized statistical treatment, with the possibility of sampling and significance testing. This was often preferred to the purely verbal traditional approach.
· Scope: Optimism vs Pessimism: Traditional archaeologists often stressed that archaeological data were not well suited to the reconstruction of social organization or cognitive systems. The New Archaeologists were more positive and argued that one would never know how hard these problems were until one had tried to solve them.
20. Who was the big name in New Archaeology?
· Lewis Binford (1931 - 2011) was the big name in New Archaeology. He set out to offer a new approach to the problems of archaeological interpretation, which was soon dubbed by its critics and then by its supporters “the New Archaeology.”
21. In which 3 ways did New Archaeology transform the conduction of fieldwork?
· Projects start from specific questions (project design)
· Sites explored within their environment (ecological approach)
· New techniques: surveys/selective excavations; advanced system of sampling adn find recording; GIS-system; etc.
22. What is post-processional archaeology?
- Explanation formulated in reaction to the perceived limitations of functional-processual archaeology. It eschews generalization in favour of an “individualizing” approach that is influenced by structuralism, Critical Theory, and neo-Marxist thought.
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23. Write down the three basic categories of archaeological finds, their definitions and one or two examples for each category.
· Artefacts: portable objects used, modified, or made by people: tools, pottery, metal weapons, jewellery, etc.
· Features: non-portable objects, so humanly modified parts of a site that are non-portable: hearths, ditches, soils, sediments, etc.
· Organic and Environmental Remains or “Eco-facts” that are not objects: textiles, animal bones, skeletons, plant remains, etc.
24. What is – in archaeological terms – a site, what a region?
· A Site: place where all these characteristics are found or where significant traces of human activity can be found.
· A Region: A group of sites
25. To which three elements do we look to establish the archaeological context of a find? Explain each term.
· Matrix: immediate context of a find - soils or sediments surrounding the find
· Provenience: vertical and horizontal position of a find within the matrix
· Other finds: Relation between one find and another within the Matrix
26. What is the difference between a primary and a secondary archaeological context? Give an example of the latter.
· Primary Context: original context in which the object has been placed in the ground
· Secondary Contest: context distributed by humans/nature recently or in the past. Ex. disturbance
27. What are cultural formation processes? In which 3 categories can these processes be divided?
· Cultural Formation Processes are deliberate or accidental activities of human beings.
· Original Human Behaviour: tools, buildings
· Deliberate Burial: hoard/burial of the dead
· Human Destruction of Archaeological Record
28. What are natural formation processes? Mention 2 examples.
· Natural Formation Processes are natural events that govern burial and survival of archaeological records.
· Inorganic materials: stone, metal
· Organic materials: only survival in exceptional cirumstances
29. In which 4 exceptional natural circumstances can organic finds be preserved?
· Natural Disasters
· Wet Conditions (Waterlogged environments)
· Extremely Dry Conditions
· Extremely Cold Conditions
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30. Mention the 4 steps in an archaeological project design.
· Formulation of Strategy
· Collecting and recording of evidence
· Processing and analysis
· Publication
31. Mention 5 ways of discovering a site (divide these 5 points into 2 groups). Explain each method.
· Ground Reconnaissance:
· Historical Sources: places names: e.g. English “chester” is from Roman castra; Biblical Archaeology: Schliemann and Homer
· Salvage/Rescue Archaeology: time aspect very important; case of Aswan (Egypt)
· Reconnaissance Survey: Looking for sites in the landscape; case of Halos (Greece)
· Aerial Reconnaissance:
· Aerial Photography: oblique (better for overview and perspective) and vertical photos (better for making maps and plans, although these usually need to be corrected)
· High Altitude Remote Sensing: the imaging of phenomena from a large distance, usually from space (Satellite pictures)
32. What is the meaning of archaeological surveys in modern archaeology? (mention 4 of the 5 elements).
· Not only recording of prominent feature in landscape but also less prominent signs/or even when there are hardly any remains left
· Not only human remains but also natural remains
· Not only looking for sites but within their environment/landscape
· Looking for settlement patterns in the landscape: distribution of sites across the landscape within a region
33. Mention 4 of the 5 advantages of surveys over excavations?
· Cheap
· Quick
· Relatively Non-Destructive
· Less Tools/Physical Labour Required
34. Explain in your own words what the following sentence means: ‘Excavations tell us a lot about a little of a site, and can only be done once, whereas survey tells us a little about a lot of sites, and can be repeated.’
· A survey can be done over an extended period of time and multiple times, whereas once you start to dig, it can only be done once.
35. What is a systematic survey, what an intensive/extensive survey?
· Systematic Survey: Starting from a specific project design
· Intensive Survey: Characterized by the complete or near-complete coverage of the survey area at a high-resolution, most often by having teams of survey archaeologists walk in a systematic way (e.g. in parallel transects) over parcels of the landscape in question, documenting archaeological data such as lithics, ceramics and/or building remains.
· Extensive Survey: Data from different area/regions are combined to study large-scale developments
36. When we have discovered a site, we first have to record and map it, and then assess the lay-out of a site; give 3 examples of methods for recording/mapping; and 3 for assessing the lay-out.
· Recording/Mapping:
· Record it
· Map it: topographic (contour lines)/planimetric maps (features)
· Use a Geographical Information System (GIS): a map based interface to a database for the collection, storage, retrieval, analysis, and display of the spatial data.
· Asses the lay-out of Sites and Features:
· Site surface survey
· Probing
· Ground-based Remote Sensing: geophysical sensing techniques
37. What is the difference between a reconnaissance survey and a site surface survey?
· Reconnaissance Survey: an examination of all or part of an area accomplished in sufficient detail to make generalizations about the types and distributions of historic properties that may be present within a given project area
· Site Surface Survey: The collection of archaeological finds from disturbed ground surfaces (e.g. cultivated fields) with the objective of gathering representative samples in order to establish the types of activity within the area examined.
38. What is the difference between planimetric and topographic maps?
· Planimetric: Features
· Topographic: Contour Lines
39. Tell something about how the Groningen University surveys in the surroundings of New Halos worked: was it a systematic/unsystematic survey; was it an intensive/extensive survey; how was the field work organized?
· Systematic, extensive, concentration in middle, person holding a stick that makes everyone help in a find
40. What were the 2 aims of the Wroxeter Hinterland Project?
· Develop regional aspects through GIS
· Study urban and rural life; Iron to Roman
41. In the project, the following techniques were used: magnetometry, resistivity, electrical imaging, seismic scanning, ground probing radar, airborne hyper- and multi-spectral scanning, and satellite imaging. Indicate in all these cases if:

a. they are cases of high altitude remote sensing

b. they are cases of ground-based remote sensing
If the answer is b., indicate whether the geophysical sensing technique is active or passive.

· Ground based: Magnetometry (Passive); Resistivity (Active); Electrical Imaging (Active); Sismic Scanning (Active); Ground Probing Radar (Active)
· Air-born: Airborne hyper-and multi-spectral scanning; satellite imaging
42. What is a GIS or Geographical Information System? How was it of use in the Wroxeter Hinterland Project?
· Overview of seeing data from different places in one place. Mapping Models, spacial analysis
43. What is stratigraphy?
· Stratigraphy: the study of the layers of human or natural debris in the soil. Analysis of vertical time dimension
44. Which 3 excavation techniques do you know?
· Wheeler Box-Grid
· Open-Area Excavation
· Step Trenching
45. What technique was used to assess the site of Uffington Castle, U.K.?
- Open-area Excavation

46. What is the Harris Matrix?
· Continuous Unique Numbering System: way of visualizing relationships in soil. New soil is on the top, old soil is on the bottom. Every context (soil level) has a unique number, and no number is repeated.
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47. Mention 3 ways in which we (in Canada) usually pinpoint time (abbreviations and tell something about their usage).
· BC (Before Christ)/AD (Anno Domini): To distinguish between the pre-history and the year 0
· BCE/CE (Before Common Era/Common Era): A more politically correct way of expressing BC/AD
· BP (Before Present): Used in Science; “present” = 1950; invention of radio carbon dating
48. Mention 4 methods for relative dating we discussed in class; also explain how each method works.
· Stratigraphy: Law of Superposition, the layer that has been deposited on top of another layer is usually later (Harris Matrix)
· Typology: mostly with pot sherds, but also for sone tools; still very useful for dating in prehistorical sites. 
· Artefacts of a given time and place have a distinctive style: “Like goes with like”
· Artefacts slowly change/evolve over time (Darwin: evolution theory)
· Seriation: looking at groups of finds together and arranging them in chronological sequences
· Pollen dating: Chronological sequences in pollen (grain)
· As detailed systems of such pollen exist for a large part of the earth, a pollen analysis can get a very precise dating.
49. Say of these three methods in which periods in the history of archaeology (see Ch. 2) they were developed?
· Stratigraphy, Typology, and Seriation were developed in the “Beginnings of Archaeology” period in the 19th Century or in the classificatory historical period.
50. What is the difference between relative and absolute dating? Why does relative dating always need absolute dating? 
· Relative dating is relating objects to one another to determine which came first; absolute dating tells the precise (or as close to precise as possible) date that the object was created. Relative dating needs absolute dating to ensure that the objects are placed in the correct time period.
51. The traditional way of absolute dating is by using historical texts. Mention 2 of the 3 disadvantages of this dating method.
· Chronological system may be incomplete or inaccurate
· Chronological system must be linked to our own chronological system
52. What is a terminus ante quem, what a terminus post quem? Illustrate each case with an example from archaeology.
· Teminus Ante Quem: Specify the known limits of dating - before; Egyptian context can be dated absolutely; Greek imports in those contexts were then made before that date.
· Terminus Post Quem: Specify the known limits of dating - after; A coin found in a context, dating to say 10CE, dates the context after that date because it was in use in 10CE and later.
53. Describe which 3 principles result in the fact that radiocarbon or C-14 can excellently be used for absolute dating.
· Proportion of radiocarbon (C-14) in atmosphere is stable because of cosmic radiation
· Goes into all living organisms: from plants to animals to man
· When organism dies, radiocarbon decreases in a proportioned way.
54. Mention at least 2 advantages, at least 3 disadvantages of radiocarbon dating.
· Advantage:
· Worldwide dating method
· Covers the last 50,000 years
· Very small samples can be submitted
· Disadvantages:
· Sample contamination: errors before, during, or after sampling; archaeological context unknown; date of context differs from sample
· Mistakes in laboratories
· Cosmic radiation fluctuates: before 1000BCE the datings are problematic and increasingly younger.
55. Describe the factors that contribute to tree rings being an excellent way of coming to an absolute date.
· Each tree gets a new ring every year (with every cycle of seasons)
· Growth of tree (and ring) depends on climatic change
· Similar trees in the same are produce same tree ring pattern
· If you include thickness between rings in a graph you can work backwards and establish a sequence
56. Mention 2 advantages, 3 disadvantages of dendrochronology.
· Advantages
· Covers the last 8000 years
· Very detailed: can date a piece of wood within a year
· Can correct of calibrate radiocarbon dates
· Disadvantages
· Not in tropics, so not worldwide
· Only wood that was used in the past
· Only wood for which there exists a long sequence from present day backwards
57. What is Thermoluminescence dating/how does it work?
· Electron traps set to zero after heating, TL accumulates; if we heat object again we can determine age; the older the higher amount of TL
58. What are the 2 advantages, but what is also the big disadvantage of TL?
· Advantages
· Dates inorganic remains (pottery)
· Dating goes beyond 50,000 years
· Disadvantage
· Less accurate than radiocarbon dating
59. Describe at least 4 dating methods which were used to come to the date of the eruption of the island of Thera.
· Connection with end of Minoan Civilization in 1450 (late Minoan 1B); date corrected because of shards from site itself to 1500BCE (late Minoan 1A)
· Tree ring sequence: 1628-1626BCE
· Ice cores: different dates between 1645 (incorrect) and 1390 BCE
· Radiocarbon date: 1663 and 1599 BCE/1627-1600BCE
60. Which 4 implications do the usage of new scientific methods have for the chronology of Iron Age Italy?
· Redating of Greek pottery (relative chronology)
· Greek colonization a longer process, contacts probably started already in IX BCE and took until VII BCE
· Iron Age starts earlier, hence changes less abrupt
· “Dark Ages” become more of transformational period between Bronze and Iron Ages
61. What is Magna Graecia?
· The name of the coastal ares of South Italy on the Tarentine Gulf that were extensively colonized by Greek settlers; particularly the Achaean colonies of Tarentum, Croton, and Sybaris, but also, more loosely, the cities of Cumae and Neapolis to the north. The colonists, who began arriving in the 8th century BCE, brought with them their Hellenic civilization, which was to leave a lasting imprint in Italy, particularly on the culture of ancient Rome.
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62. What has changed in the analysis of grave fields since the 1960s? Why since the 1960s?
· Since the 1960s, there is analysis of the skeletons. This is since the 1960s because scientists discovered DNA at this point in time. As well, we are able to analyze social conditions from the grave. This is since the 1960s because it is the introduction of New Archaeology.
63. What 6 indicators are there (two general ones, four for individual graves) for analyzing a grave field?
· General Indicators:
· Relation of grave field with other traces of habitation: location in landscape, relation with settlements, etc.
· Dispersion of graves within grave field: lay out of the grave field, orientation of the burials, clustering of burials
· Individual Indicators:
· Grave form: shape (pozzo/fossa), dimension
· Rite: cremation or inhumation
· Skeleton remains: sex and age group
· Artifacts: pots, jewellery, weaponry, etc.
64. What culture does the grave field of Quattro Fontanilli, Italy, belong to? What is the dating of the grave field (centuries)?
· Quattro Fontanilli is a site discovered in 1954 after ploughing activities and is situated north o the city of Veii. It is a culture before Etruscan. It is 9th to 8th century BCE.
65. What does the analysis of 100 graves from Quattro Fontanilli say, in general, about the society the buried people belonged to?
· The 100 grave from the grave field are fossa graves (75%), but there is no general pattern in their dispersion. No clear clustering of graves (indicator 2), so we have to look what is inside the graves for patterns: indicators 3-6 (individual indicators); wealth, status of society, and its members.
66. About which three social factors do the four individual indicators of grave fields say something?
· Gender, Status, Rite
67. Which change in ritual practices can be observed in this period? Why do you think this shift is better observable in women’s graves than in men’s graves?
· There are more fossa graves, so the rite of inhumation more common; men relatively more buried in pozzo graves
· Richer people are not more buried in pozzo graves (no clear elite)
· Indication of rite can be found in the niches: in pozzo graves they are used for urns, in fossa graves for pottery vessels
· Evidence for burning: found in pozzo graves, so bodies burned in grave
· Women and children burials more common and more elaborate burials
· Children often buried with their mothers
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68. Describe the 4 different stages of the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 CE and its consequences for the town of Pompeii.
· pyroclastic surges
· a Plinian eruption that lasted 18 to 20 hours and produced a rain of pumice southward of the cone that built up to depths of 2.8m was followed by a pyroclastic flow or nuee ardentein in the second Pelean phase that reached as far as Misenum but was concentrated to the west and northwest.
· two pyroclastic flows engulfed Pompeii, burning and asphyxiating the stragglers who had remained behind.
· Oplontis and Herculaneum received the brunt of the flows and were buried in fine ash and pyroclastic deposits.

Case study 1: Excavations at Aswan

69. Where (approximately) is Aswan situated? Also describe the landscape of the region.
· Aswan is situated in the first cataract of the Nile, South Egypt. The landscape is in the Nile; the rapids were caused by the granite that is extremely hard and the water has to go in narrower paths.
70. In the ‘excavations’ on the island of Philae by Ludwig Borchardt and Captain Lyons in 1895/1896 an important map was made of the island and its temples were carefully described. In what way did this excavation fail to meet the modern standards of archaeology?
· This excavation did not meet the modern standards of archaeology because the homes were left  on the Nile, and the only record of them is on the map.
71. How were the temples of Philae rescued during the building of the Aswan High Dam in the 1960’s and 1970’s?
· Built a copper dam surrounding the temples, dismantled the stone temples and created an island to rebuild the churches on. The current location is not the original location.
72. Is the ruin hill of Elephantine island mainly a result of natural or human formation processes? How did the hill come into existence? 
· Human Formation Processes: Build a house, then destroy it to rebuild on top of it, which created a hill. 30cm increase for each phase. Cultural formation.
73. The site was abandoned in the 14th century CE. Why have the Late Antique layers been poorly preserved in comparison with, for example, the pharaonic layers?
· The pharaonic layers were built away from the elements, while the Late Antique layers were not. The top layers are fertile soil. Human formation process. Natural: exposed to the elements and not surrounded by the other layers which are protected. The church had fallen down because of erosion.
74. Why are excavations much harder to perform in the city of Aswan than on Elephantine island?
· Modern houses and city of Aswan, so it is difficult to perform the excavations.
75. What is mud brick? Why is it important for dating purposes to carefully draw and describe the walls of mud brick houses? Where do we get the absolute dates from for these houses?
· Mud brick: A brick made of mud and straw for cohesion, then left in the sun to harden it, stone brick is much harder and will not suffer as much from the element, but in Egypt there is not much precipitation which does not make mud bricks fall apart. Relative chronology from the drawings of the mud brick layers. If a layer of brick is overlaying another layer, there is relative chronology to be found. Always important to have a relative chronology. Absolute dates from the ceramics/pottery for the relative dates of the mud bricks.
76. Archaeologists also have to make study of the buildings they discover. In 1871 the temple of Isis was discovered in Aswan. Which aspects of the temple were researched to reconstruct the reuse of the temple after it was no longer in use as a temple? (mention at least 3)
· The outside layer of the temple: features in the walls, such as a hole in the wall for a wooden beam or a door
· Graffiti
· Pavement: look for post holes in the pavement
77. What is the disadvantage of an emergency excavation, like the one I mentioned in Aswan?
· No plots of land available to excavate, have to wait until there is need. Not always completely accurate because there is limited time to be able to take all the data and then you have to put it back and together. Most of these sites you cannot visit it again.
Case study 2: Francavilla Marittima

78. What was the original, colonial perspective on the spread of Greek culture from Sybaris into the countryside, after it had been founded by the Greeks in 720 BCE? What role was assigned to Francavilla in this colonisation process?
· Sybaris founded in 720 BCE by Greeks: it spread from there to the countryside, Francavilla being one of those regional centres that help spread Greek culture (Hellenisation).
79. Why is this approach wrong and how has the perspective on this process changed in recent scholarship?
· It was more a gradual process of interaction, therefore scholars approach the material more from a local perspective. The dominant culture spreads, but not through a violent process -- an interaction.
80. Which two sites have been investigated in Francavilla?
· Macchiabate (Iron Age necropolis [cemetery]) and Timpone della Motta
81. Tell something about the excavation history of these two sites. Mention the people who dug there and when.
· 1963-1969
· Paola Zancani-Montuoro excavated Macchiabat: 200 tombs
· Maria Stoop and Marianna Kleibrank excavate three buildings on Timpone della Motta and Iron Age Huts
· From 1991: University of Groningen excavations on different levels of hill; most important discovery: sacral buildings were temples that became temple of Athena in sixth century BCE
82. In the necropolis the Italian excavator distinguished four phases. What was her conclusion based on this chronology?
· 800-750: indigenous, people are called Enotrians
· 750-700: first signs of colonial import
· last decades of seventh century: two Greek tombs
· sixth century: Greek occupation
· Conclusion: model of destruction and take over by Greek in second half of seventh century. In second half of seventh century less tombs: vacuum left by the Greek take over.
83. In which two ways has this interpretation been proven wrong by the Dutch excavator who reviewed the archaeological remains in the 1990’s?
a. No signs of destruction:

· Seventh century grave; with secondary additions -- underneath is a sixth century grave
· all pottery dates to the sixth century with a drinking vessel close to the mouth so they could drink in the afterlife -- same with seventh century.
· in sixth century grave, discovered seventh century when digging, so added their ritual items to the tomb out of respect
b. Shifts from “indigenous” grave goods

· Shifts from “indigenous” grave goods such as a biconic bowl, cup, and dish to “Greek” drinking bowl (kylix) and win jar (oinochoe) in seventh century.
· Earlier interpretation: this shows that more Greeks come to live in the colony
· But: artefacts don’t always reflect a culture and these gifts are rather to be seen as expressions of local elite who was increasingly interacting with Greeks. 
84. Name 3 of the 4 conclusions of this excavator’s study.
a. Many continuities between 770 and 540 BCE
b. Burial hill was used in eighth century mainly for aristocratic families who showed their status, especially in women’s graves: bronze fibulae, weapons, pottery, etc.
c. In seventh century gifts began to decrease, perhaps under influence of Greek settlers? This is, however, something other than a violent take over
85. What happened to the votive deposit that was discovered in the 1960’s on the foot hill and had to be left when the project was suddenly ended?
· Many were stolen and sold. They were sold in Switzerland and ended up in the Museum of Bern and the Getty Museum in Malibu, California. 5000 of these objects were returned recently to the Museo Nazionolle della Sibaritide at Sibari.
86. What have the Dutch excavations of the 1990’s revealed about the so-called temple of Athena or Athenaion?
· On the acropolis, Stoop discovered in one building a votive to the goddess Athena on the Timpone della Motta. This is clear proof that in the sixth century, the Greek goddess Athena was venerated in this temple. 
· Dutch in the 1990s - this stone building goes back on earlier sacral buildings in wood.
87. What were the finds in the newly excavated building V on the acropolis? And what do these finds say about the cult that was practised there?
· Under Building V (775-730/25BCE): hut with altar dating back to first half of eighth century, bronze votive offerings & loom weights with labyrithic form (the looms were left as votives, female cult); status place -- building destroyed around 650 BCE.
· The sanctuary was originally an indigenous temple in which weaving was central. There were 500 figurines which indicate the participation of women and children in temple cult.
88. What are the conclusions of the Dutch excavations on the foothill in the 1990’s? Name 3 of the 4.
· There is a continuity of a women-centred weaving cult, which goes back to the eighth century and continues in the sixth century BCE
· Cult attained Greek face - Athena because of her weaving (Arachne) - in sixth and seventh century BCE
· In sixth century the hill was thoroughly Hellenised.
89. Also mention 3 of the 4 general results the excavations at Francavilla Marittima have given for the Greek colonisation of Italy.
· The idea that Greeks came and took over is incorrect: it was a more gradual process
· The first people to do so had status
· Grave shows continuities and the weaving goddess was local, then associated with Athena
· Iron Age hut where the “normal” Enotrians would have lived, by end of seventh century had no trace of influence.
Archaeology and the Public (Ch. 9 Renfrew & Bahn)

90. Archaeology is not always peaceful digging but there may be a certain identity question involved in the site. Illustrate this on the basis of the cases of Masada (nationalism) and Bamiyan (ideology)?
· The site of Masada was identified in 1842 and extensively excavated between 1963 and 1965 by an expedition led by Israeli archeologist Yigael Yadin. He found bodies that are determined to be Roman soldiers that the rebels found, captured, and murdered because they wanted to stay an independent nation.
· The Bamiyan Valley expanded Buddhism, thanks to the region’s strategic location between India and China. Bamiyan is best known for its two giant standing Buddha statues, carved into the rock of the great cliff dominating the north side of the peaceful valley. One statue was 55 meters high and the other 38 meters high. The destruction of these two colossal statues by the Taliban in 2011 was headline news in all the international media.
91. Why is the use and reuse of the Aya Sofia in modern Istanbul a good example of the combination of nationalistic and ideological issues related to a site?
· Built by Emperor Constantius II in fourth century CE; Rebuilt by Justinian in sixth century CE, turned into a mosque after 1453, and 1935: turned into a museum by Kemal Ataturk
92. War is mostly not good for the preservation of archaeological heritage. Illustrate this with an example.
· Items can be damaged, go missing, or be stolen
· Missing IM5572, large sand-coloured stone statue of a male priest with an inscription on the right shoulder mentioning hte goddess Nin-shu-pur, reputedly found in the vicinity of Adab (Bismaiya), datable to the 3rd Early Dynastic Period (c. 2500 BCE). Looted: Museum of Antiquities Baghdad 2003
93. Who smuggled the ‘Treasure of Priam’ out of Turkey into Germany?
- Heinrich Schliemann

94. Where was the treasure taken during the Second World War and what is the claim of that country to this treasure?
· It was in a protective bunker beneath the Berlin Zoo. The treasure had been removed to the Soviet Union by the Red Army. They are keeping the looted army as compensation for the destruction of Russian cities and looting of Russian museums by Nazi Germany in WWII.
95. Give one example of a case which was indeed good for the archaeological heritage. Say why this is so.
· Positive effect of war: Description de l’Egypte;  It is the collaborative work of about 160 civilian scholars and scientists, known popularly as the savants, who accompaniedNapoleon's expedition to Egypt in 1798 to 1801 as part of the French Revolutionary Wars, as well as about 2000 artists and technicians, including 400 engravers, who would later compile it into a full work.
96. Give at least 3 arguments for the Elgin Marbles having to stay in London or 3 arguments for them having to return to Athens.
· (1) Elgin had legal permission of Sultan; (2) Elgin saved the sculpture from worse; (3) The marbles have become associated with London and benefit from it being displayed in one of the largest museums in the world; and, (4) The British Museum cannot legally give away the marbles to Greece.
· (1) Elgin took advantage of Ottoman rule in Greece; (2) Marbles belong in Athens; and, (3) New Acropolis Museum is being built on foot of Acropolis: it can equally well place the marbles without the being polluted or damaged
97. What issue is involved in the display of human remains?
· Some cultures might not display human remains out of respect; preservation may be difficult as the body could smell bad
Case study 3: Satricum

98. What do we know about the Volscans from the literary sources (Livy)?
· Volscians  or Volsci , people of ancient Italy. They occupied thecountry SE of the Alban Hills. They were early opponents of theRomans and Latins. The story of Coriolanus, a Roman who led theVolscians against Rome, only to turn back at the last minute andbe put to death by the Volscians, is probably more legend thantruth. Warfare apparently continued from the 6th cent. B.C.  untilthe 4th cent. B.C. , when the Volscians were conquered and Romanized.
99. Why is it important to know about the geology of a site?
· It actually is one of the few things that is always present in our lives. Everything you see-every man made structure, every landscape, every plant and animal, is affected by the geology underlying it and the nutrients that the rocks themselves provide as they break down into soil. It's pervasive. Also, it's really interesting and diverse.
100. Treat the case of Satricum as a site description and describe as detailed as possible:

a. its topography

b. its excavation history (until 1996)

c. the methods and techniques being used for the 1997 season

d. the results of the dig
· Antonio Nibby[1] mistakenly identified ancient Satricum with the low hill at Borgo Montello, then known as the Tenuta di Conca, surrounded by tufa cliffs, 1.5 km ESE of present-day Le Ferriere, on which were still scanty remains of walling in rectangular blocks of the same material. In 1896, the hill above Le Ferriere yielded remains of an Archaic and Early Classical sanctuary ascribed to Mater Matuta, during excavations begun under the direction of Prof. H. Graillot of the University of Bordeaux, member of the French School of Rome. After two weeks this work was suspended by order of the Italian government, and then resumed under the supervision of F. Barnabei, R. Mengarelli and L. Cozza. The objects discovered were brought to the Villa Giulia Museum at Rome.
· After some cursory investigations during the 1950s, the site of Satricum was brought to light again in 1977, as a result of a concerted effort by the Italian authorities to rescue the antiquities in the Roman campagna, that were acutely threatened by large-scale urbanisation and agricultural reform. The alarm was first made public by the exhibition Civiltà del Lazio primitivo at Rome (1976). As a result, the Royal Dutch Institute at Romewas invited by the Comitato per l'Archeologia laziale to participate in a rescue project of local investigations and to ascertain the state of preservation of the site of former Satricum.
· Since 1977, a comprehensive research programme at the site has been carried out through annual excavation and study campaigns. This concerned, first of all, activities by the Royal Dutch Institute at Rome (C. Stibbe), later joined by the Universities of Groningen (prof. M. Kleibrink) and Nijmegen (prof. J. de Waele). As of 1990, the project is being executed by the University of Amsterdam alone, under the direction of prof. M. Gnade.
· Several inscriptions bearing the name of Mater Matuta have now made undisputed the identification of the city on and around the acropolis directly to the south of today's Le Ferriere with ancient Satricum. There remains, however, some discussion on the equation, proposed by C.M. Stibbe, of Satricum with the legendary city of Suessa Pometia.
· The sanctuary on top op the acropolis was re-excavated in 1978-1981. Metrological analyses by Prof. J. de Waele, published in 1981[2] convincingly demonstrated a succession of three building phases dated from the late 7th to the early 5th century BC. Further investigations in the subsoil showed a particularly large, rather isolated hut to have preceded them, possibly with a religious function. Evidence for a large number of other huts of various shapes testify to a concentrated use of the acropolis during Latials periods II-IV (1000 - 580 BC).
· The three temples succeeding one another are characterized by Etrusco-Ionian, Campanian, and central-Italic traditions, respectively, in material, technology, and artistic background, evidencing the character of Satricum as a true crossroads of regionally competing, or successive, cultures. The discovery, in 1977, of the Lapis Satricanus re-used in the foundations of the last temple and bearing the namePublius Valerius Poplicola testifies to the political connections between Satricum and Rome during her earliest stages as a Republic.
· The Archaic Period at Satricum is evidenced by a number of large courtyard buildings on and at the foot of the acropolis. To the NE, a network of large roads, amongst which a "Sacra Via", in combination with a dense urban build-up have been traced, documenting various phases from the 6th to 4th century BC.
· Among the more surprising recent (1981) findings is a large necropolis dated to the 5th and 4th century BC, within the agger in the SW corner of the Archaic city. The material culture of the populace buried here, yielding i.a. a rare inscription on a lead miniature axe bearing the inscription iukus|ko|efiei, shows strong connections with indigenous, Volscian traditions best known from the interior regions of the Apennine Peninsula. In fact, the discovery corroborates the historical traditions of the Volscians conquering Satricum in 488 BC. Tombs of this kind have successively been found both on the very top of the acropolis and intermixed with the remains of roads in the NW city area.
· In addition to ongoing field-work, the storerooms and archives of the Villa Giulia Museum have gradually become accessible for advanced research. Thus the precise details are now known of the circumstances that led to the first excavation campaign by Graillot, the Italian government's intervention, and the subsequent neglect of the Satricum objects in the Villa Giulia. In addition, many object categories have now been properly studied and published (finds from the Archaic Votive Deposit, from the Orientalising and Archaic necropolises to the NE of the city, and the architectural terracottas of the sanctuary).
101. What have the 1997 excavations taught us about the people of the Volscans, who supposedly occupied Satricum in the fifth and fourth centuries BCE?

· Beloch rejected Camillus' campaign of 386 as a doublet of that of 389 (itself invented) and also the events of 385 as they depended on Camillus' victory at Satricum the previous year. More recently, Cornell (1995), Oakley (1997) and Forsythe (2005) have instead chosen to interpret these events as part of a expansionist Roman policy to take control of the Pomptine region. Hence the fighting takes place at Satricum and Antium rather than on Roman territory.
Canadian Archaeology – Ottawa Valley

102. Mention three ways in which Canadian archaeology differs from the sites we discussed in the rest of the class, mostly from the Mediterranean.
· Rivers flow to the ocean 
· Archaeologists in Canada can work for private companies, universities, governments or museums but must all follow the laws of Canada and have a valid licence or permit.
· In Canada, the past belongs to all of us.  Archaeological sites are protected from destruction and stealing by federal laws, by provincial and territorial heritage and cullture laws and by agreements with other countries. Archaeologists also need to be sensitive to the understandings of people whose ancestors are being studied.
· We can all work with archaeologists to protect the past for the future. We can report any sites we find to local archaeologists. We can ensure that artifacts are not stolen from sites or sold.  We can work with archaeological societies to understand the past.
103. Mention at least one archaeological site in the Ottawa Valley.
· Muldoon Site: The Muldoon site, near Pendleton, was first identified by someone who had been raised on a farm near Pendleton.  In those days, farmers who worked behind their horses in the fields often found objects left behind by Native people and collected them.
104. Dr. Pilon mentioned in his lecture that archaeology is always destruction. Why do you think I did not include a field trip to one of the sites in the Ottawa Valley in this course?
· With destruction there is not always a good finding. It is important to have a survey of an area done first to ensure that there is a necessity of an archaeological dig. 
105. What is the official point of view of the Museum of Civilization with regard to the return of the native material remains they possess?
·  Although extended and flexed burials are most common the presence of bundle burials and cremations suggest there was some effort made to bring the remains of those who died elsewhere back to specific base camps. This suggests that, in addition to their economic functions, such sites represented 'sacred places'. The placement of grave offerings and red ochre with the deceased was variable but became increasingly frequent through time.

