
Reaction Paper Assignment Topic Options
General Overview
Reaction papers are written opportunities for you to interact with the course material. You will have the opportunities to critically evaluate, integrate, and apply the course content. As such, I will be evaluating you on your ability to integrate relevant information. You must choose ONE of the topics for each reaction paper (from the appropriate options). Remember, the purpose of these papers is for you to be integrating and applying the course material. As such, I am expecting to see well-written papers that demonstrate your (1) understanding of the material, (2) ability to integrate/draw connections between constructs/research findings, and (3) ability to apply the material. Papers should be between 2 – 3 pages in length. Papers MUST be type-written and double-spaced in Times New Roman 12 inch font with 1 inch margins. Please include a cover page indicating your full name, the course (Psyc 2110-D), the assignment number (e.g., Reaction Paper #1), and which topic option you have choosen (e.g., Option #1: Eyewitness Testimony). Papers which do not adhere to these exact specifications will be marked down 10 points for each assignment; each paper is worth 22.5 points, thus it is essential to follow these formatting guidelines. Please be sure to staple (NOT paperclip) your paper before arriving to class.
Please note: Papers are due at the BEGINNING of class (i.e., within the first 5 minutes of the class meeting time). If you will not be in attendance, be sure that I have a physical copy of your paper BEFORE I arrive to class. Late assignments will be marked down 2 points if turned in after the first 5 minutes of class beginning and will lose 2 points for every additional day it is late (including weekends/holidays). Be sure I have received a physical copy of your paper; I do not accept electronic copies. I am not responsible for lost papers if they are not physically given to me.
Topics for Reaction Paper #1
Option #1: Eyewitness Testimony
Write a letter/memo to the local law-enforcement office detailing the research on eyewitness testimony (please note: we will not actually send these letters/memos). Based on what you have learned, you should argue either FOR or AGAINST the use of eyewitness testimony. Be sure to support your argument. Remember that effective arguments often incorporate views/ideas that may not be in-line with your viewpoint; it is okay to point out the benefits/strengths of eyewitness testimony (if applicable). Given that current law enforcement does utilize eyewitness testimony, please outline things that law enforcement should be aware of/keep in mind during testimony (e.g., suggest ways to improve the testimony).
Within your letter/memo, you may decide to include information about schemas, memory (e.g., storage, heuristics, biases, retrieval cues), dispositions/individual differences, and/or stereotypes. After reading your letter, I should (1) know whether or not eyewitness testimony is a reliable source of information, (2) have at least five clear pieces of evidence from social psychology to support this stance, and (3) have concrete suggestions for how to best carry out/interview eyewitnesses (even if such testimony is not ideal).
Option #2: Violating Social Norms
The purpose for this option is to gain a further understanding of social norms. Rather than having you adhere to social norms (which you do every day!), I will like you to do something that goes against social norms. For this assignment, you should go out to dinner (at a sit-down restaurant) AND to a movie by yourself. (Note: these two activities do not have to be done on the same day.)
Within your paper, please first discuss the concept of social norms. You may decide to integrate concepts related to conformity, compliance, attitudes, schemas, and/or obedience. Please discuss research related to social norms (e.g., why do we conform to norms?). You should discuss at least five clear social psychological concepts related to the idea of social norms. You should also describe your solo dinner and movie experience. Were you uncomfortable? Why/why not? Was one experience easier than the other? Why/why not? Why do you think the social norm is to go to dinner/movies with other people rather than alone? How did other people react to you being alone? Did you alter your behavior? After reading your paper, I should (1) have an understanding of why social norms exist, (2) be able to relate social norms to at least five social psychological concepts, and (3) have two examples of your personal experience violating social norms.
Option #3: Persuasion Routes
Choose two advertisements. The advertisements can be any medium (e.g., paper ads, TV ads, etc.) provided you can supply me with the advertisement (i.e., cut out the ad, provide a website link to a clip). One advertisement should be an example of appealing to the central route and the other advertisement should be an example of appealing to the peripheral route. You should explain how each advertisement is an example of the persuasion route.
Within your paper, please discuss the concept of attitudes. You may decide to integrate information about how attitudes are formed, why we evaluate things, and changing attitudes. I would like you to consider whether one of the routes to persuasion is “better” than the other. Are there optimal times for using the different persuasion routes? Does one of the routes more accurately predict behavior/change attitudes? What theories does each persuasion route fit under? You should discuss at least five clear social psychological concepts related to the idea of attitudes. After reading your paper, I should (1) have an understanding of what an attitude is, (2) have an example of an advertisement using a central route and a peripheral route of persuasion, and (3) have at least five clear pieces of evidence from social psychology supporting the advertisement example. 
Topics for Reaction Paper #2
Option #1:
For this assignment, you should try to get someone you know to comply with a request. Please note: requests must be legal, adhere to ethical considerations, and within reason. For example, you might attempt to get your significant other to make the bed for a week, your roommate to help clean, someone to prepare a meal for you, help with a task you need done, help studying, etc. For this assignment, you should use at least two techniques outlined in your textbook (e.g., foot-in-the-door, scarcity). You can either (1) make two separate requests each using a different technique or (2) make the same request using two different techniques. You can decide to influence one person or two different people.
In your paper, you should discuss ideas related to compliance. You may decide to include concepts such as conformity, obedience, various compliance techniques, attitudes, or persuasion. You should consider how the two techniques you used are similar/different. Was one technique more effective than the other? Was one technique easier to implement than another? Why/why not? You should include at least five clear social psychological concepts related to the idea of compliance. After reading your paper, I should (1) have an understanding of compliance, (2) two examples of using compliance techniques in real life, and (3) have at least five clear pieces of evidence from social psychology about research/findings on compliance.
Option #2:
Write a letter/memo to university professor (should be generic, e.g., Dear Professor) outlining the research on groups and group work (please note: we will not actually send these letters/memos). Based on what you have learned, you should argue either FOR or AGAINST professors including mandatory graded group projects. Be sure to support your argument. Remember that effective arguments often incorporate views/ideas that may not be in-line with your viewpoint; it is okay to point out the benefits/strengths of group work (if applicable). Given that professors do often assign group projects, please outline things that they should be aware of/keep in mind when assigning group work.
Within your letter/memo, you may decide to include information individual differences/performances in groups, decision making in groups, leadership, group conflict, attitudes, and/or compliance. After reading your letter, I should (1) know whether or not group projects are a good/fair measure of students’ learning/understanding of course material, (2) have at least five clear pieces of evidence from social psychology to support this stance, and (3) have concrete suggestions for how to best format/evaluate group assignments (even if such assignments are not ideal).
Option #3: 
For this option, you should critically consider how social psychology fits in your current or future career (please note: I want you applying this information to the job/career you will be doing, NOT your personal life/personal relationships). You should first tell me what your career is/will be/might be/hope it to be. You should include at least five concepts from social psychology that have been covered in this course. You should identity specific ways in which these concepts are applicable in your career. Be sure to convey enough information about the concepts to demonstrate your understanding of the concepts and your ability to apply the concepts to your career.
Within your paper, you may decide to include a description of how your views/opinions/thought processes have changed because of the material you learned this term. After reading your paper, I should (1) know what your career is/will be, (2) have a general understanding of at least five social psychological concepts, and (3) understanding how these social psychological concepts are relevant to your chosen career.

