CLCV 1003 – Terms 4 – Class of Friday, October 12

Early Latin Literature
: 

Ennius: (239-169 BC)
- known as the “man of three hearts” because he knew 3 languages; his native Oscan (challenged Latin at the time), Greek, and Latin. 
-He was the ‘father of Latin poetry’, and wrote many tragedies and a few comedies, but his works survive only in fragments. 

-Wrote  Annales; a history in dactylic hexameter that started from the founding of Rome and went to Ennius’s own time, it omitted the first Punic war but included the 2nd, which he served in

Plautus: (254-184 BC) 
-wrote comedies exclusively, 20 of which survive

-his Menaechmi (or Brothers Menaechmus) is the source for Shakespeare in his Comedy of Errors and more modernly The Boys from Syracuse 

-his works also provided the basis for A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum

Terence: (185-159 BC)
-wrote his first comedy the Andria when he was only 19

-when he died at age 26 he had written five more, all 6 of his comedies survive

-Unlike Plautus, Terence did not write for a living, he had patrons who supported him, so he wrote for the patrons (Plautus wrote to please the masses)
-this enabled Terence to write comedies that were more sophisticated and less humorous
Golden Age Latin Literature


History



Caesar: (102-44 BC) 
-


Livy

Oratory, Letters, Philosophy



Cicero: (106-43 BC)
-almost exact contemporary of Julius Caesar

-has 60 surviving oratories, about many notable figures (flaws, strengths, weaknesses etc.)

-campaigned to become Consul (did in 64 BC) and discovered plot to overthrow the constitution

-Catiline Orations: series of orations denouncing Catiline (man who was part of conspiracy to overthrow the constitution, along with followers)

-900 letters (both sent and received by Cicero) survive and are a good source of candid information about the time

-some 20 of Cicero’s philosophical works survive, though some of them are fragmentary

-his philosophical works are his weakest and least influential works

Poetry as Science


Lucretius: (99-55 BC)
-his philosophy goes back to Epicurus (his philosophy follows Epicurean Philosophy: harmony of the body and mind; pleasure, ones goal in life)

-writes the Atomic Theory with this in ”On the Nature of Things” (De Rerum Naturai)
-is written in 6 books (unfinished, hexameter poetry, beginning with invocation to Venus


Lyric Poetry:  that in which the composer presents his or her personal thoughts or feelings (originally accompanied by lyre)


Catullus: (85-53 BC)
-left 116 poems of various lengths

-most famous poems are to a woman he called ‘Lesbia’ ( not real name, was a prominent aristocratic woman 10 years his senior married to a prominent man)



Horace: (65-8 BC)
-best known for his 4 books of Odes about himself and the social life of Rome in the age of Augustus 


Pastoral, Didactic, & Epic Poetry


Virgil: wrote the Aeneid which remains unfinished

Elegiac Poetry: strictly that which is composed in a poetic meter known as the elegiac couplet 


Propertius: (50-15 BC) 
-wrote 4 books of elegies, the last 3 of which were influenced by the Mycenaeans
-most of it was written to his lover, Cynthia 


Ovid: (43BC-AD18) 
-wrote love poems, the Amores in 3 books, and a 3 book mock didactic called the Ars Amatoria (or The Art of Love) 
-one of his most noteworthy poems is the Metamorphoses, an epic in hexameter verse
-we owe much of what we know of ancient Greek and Roman gods to Ovid

-his love poetry was an offence to Augustus’s moral reforms and so Ovid was banished in AD 8 to Tomis on the north-central coast of the Black Sea (in modern Romania) where he died
Dactylic Hexameter


Dactyl: one long and two short syllables ( -- x x )

Spondee: two long syllables ( -- -- )
Julio-Claudian Emperors (27 B.C. – A.D. 68)

Augustus

Tiberius: (r AD 14-37)

- son of Augustus’s second wife Livia, and step-son of Augustus, had an older brother named Drusus who died in 9 BC
-chosen in AD 4 to be the successor of Augustus, though only because all of Augustus’s other choices died before Augustus did.

-was a diffident individual with an inferiority complex

-ruled under the thumb of his mother Livia and Augustus for most of his reign

-was compelled to marry Julia (daughter of Augustus by his first wife) after her husband died in 12 BC, however this did not improve relations between Tiberius and Agustus, unlike other incidences in history

-managed to stay away from both his mother an Augustus through a self- imposed exile on Rhodes and also by going on many military campaigns

-after Augustus died he returned to Rome briefly and then went to Capris where he ruled until his death in AD 37

Gaius/Caligula: (r AD 37-41)
-grand-nephew of Tiberius

-commonly called Caligula

-was a charismatic ruler when young, but became paranoid and suffered from illusions of grandeur after an illness shortly into his reign (ex; after illness appointed new consuls, one of which was a horse)

-was assassinated by his own bodyguard in AD 41

Claudius: (r AD 41-54)
-was the uncle of Gaius (Caligula)

-was the first emperor born outside of Italy

-suffered from a stutter and a club foot, which is why his nephew became emperor before him (Claudius became emperor at age 50)

-Claudius was chosen by the bodyguard of Caligula because they thought he would be easy to control

-was a pupil of the historian Livy

-wrote history himself in Latin and Greek

-was a competent administrator, was politically competent, and was skilled on the battlefield (launched a full scale invasion of Britain) (would later pass his son the title Brittanicus, which came because of this)

-was married 4 times, his last wife was also his niece Agrippina the younger, who already had a son not by him named Nero

-some think Agrippina (y) killed Claudius with poison mushrooms

Nero: (r AD 54-68)
-became emperor because Claudius’s son Brittanicus died 4 months after Claudius did

-was the son of Agrippina (y) and the step-son of Claudius

-was artistic, sporting, brutal, deranged, sadistic, erratic

-became emperor at age 16 with his mothers help

-was a student of Seneca (philosopher)

-ruled with the help of both Seneca and his mother for the first 5 years, then his pent-up hostilities rose and he rebelled against them

-in 64 AD there was the great fire of Rome, the public blamed Nero, and Nero blamed the Catholics (the myth/ maybe true story of Nero playing the fiddle as Rome burned) he would later build his Domus Aurea (his Golden Palace that was a vast and luxurious complex) on land cleared by the fire
-there was a conspiracy against his life led by a man named Piso (the Pisonian Conspiracy)

-this included many influential conspirators, including Seneca, Nero found out about the plot last minute, and he declared that all the conspirators should commit suicide (Seneca did)

-in AD 68 he was declared public enemy #1 by the senate and sentenced to death by flogging, and instead of allowing the sentence to be carried out he committed suicide 



Livia: second wife of Augustus, mother of Drusus and Tiberius
-one of the most important women in Roman history

-was Augustus’s advisor and was related to all the Julio-Claudian emperors


Agrippina: 


Britannicus: title received by Claudius for his invasion of Britain, he later passed the title to his son, Britannicus 


Great Fire of Rome: occurred in AD 64 during the reign of Nero
-raged for 6 days

-the public blamed Nero for the fire and Nero blamed the Christians
Year of the Four Emperors: after Nero’s death civil war breaks out, and AD 69 is known as the year of the four emperors

Galba: starts war by saying that he would take over for Nero if needed (Nero then sentenced to death)
-by Jan. AD 69 the praetorians had abandoned and killed Galba

Otho: gains support and then throne after Galba is killed
-meets the forces of Vitellius in the Po valley

-Otho surrenders and commits suicide after 3 months on the throne

Vitellius: after defeating Otho in the Po valley Vitellius continues on to Rome where he then quickly loses the support and the faith of the people
-is assassinated in Dec 69

Vespasian: declared emperor by his men in Judia near the time of Vitellius`s demise
Flavian Emperors (A.D. 69 - 96)

Vespasian: soon after being declared emperor by his men in Judea, Vespasian is appointed emperor by the senate
-peace is restored for a time

-built a huge civil service to serve the emperor

-brought Judea back into the Roman hold

-was a soldier

-exempted all teachers from taxes

-reign is noted for financial reforms

-ruled for 10 years (AD 69-79)

-when he died he left the country on a firm foundation once again

Titus: (AD 79-81)
-son of Vespasian

-called ``pet of the Roman people``; was well loved

-died at age 40

-main problem during the reign of Titus was the eruption of Vesuvius in Pompeii in AD 79

-the eruption was later seen as a bad sign and punishment from the gods

Domitian: (AD 81-96)
-son of Vespasian

-popular with the army (raised their pay)

-became an absolute ruler

-was killed by one of his own attendants and denied a state funeral

-Damnatio Memoriae (the damnation of his memory) was declared against him as he was such a bad emperor and so hated by the people

-this meant that all his statues were torn down, and all picture of him either destroyed or altered to no longer be him, documents were altered to exclude him (this is what happened to anyone who had this declared of them)
Both time scales are used by Virgil in the Aeneid. The dramatic time scale is in reference to the age of Troy and the symbolic time scale is in reference to the age of Augustus. That's all I had in my notes, sorry.
• Manipulation of Dramatic & Symbolic Time Frames

○ Virgil manipulates the dramatic and symbolic time frames of his poem in several ways, but most importantly for us he uses:

○ Two Ingenious Devices (as we have noted) -

§ (1) Underworld Visits (Book 6)

§ (2) Descriptions of Works of Art (Book 8)

○ And two more…

§ (3) "Prophecies" (human & divine)

§ (4) Allegories

� There were no terms for Friday, October 5, University Day:  No classes.


� Cf. Kamm, pp. 152-154


� Cf. Kamm, pp. 155-164


� Cf. Kamm, pp. 166-167


� Cf. Kamm, p. 170


� Cf. Kamm, pp. 148-152





