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FOREST CERTIFICATION
· Market mechanism to promote sustainable forest management (SFM)
· Labeling 
· Inform consumers  improve forest management 
· Informing: the product comes from a well-managed forest 

FOREST GOVERNANCE
· Governance: a set of efforts to coordinate activity towards specific goals (Rayner et al. 2011)
· Governmental and non-governmental 
· International  National

TYPES OF FOREST CERTIFICATION
· Forest management certification 
· Chain of custody (COC) certification – in a complete chain of custody, the wood material moves from certified owner to certified owner all the way to the final product
· EMS certification – ISO 14001

FOREST CERTIFICATION PROCESS
· Standards contain requirements (principles, criteria, indicators)
· Forest company wishes to verify through a third-party that it complies with the standard
· Accredited auditing company performs an audit to verify the performance
· A corrective action can be required 
· Certification report is issued

MAIN SFM CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS
· FSC (Forest Stewardship Council)
· 1993
· Environmental organizations – WWF
· Principles and criteria 
· Regional processes
· Certification permitted without regional standards
· Accrediting certifiers (eg. Smartwood, SGS)
· SFI (Sustainable Forestry Initiative)
· American Forest & Paper Association (AF&PA) 1994
· Sustainable Forestry Board – multi-stakeholder body sets standards
· Recent provisions for public lands and overseas origin of timber 
· Most recent standard adopted in 2010
· CSA (Canadian Standards Association)
· Non governmental setting body, set by negotiations by firms in industry
· Forest industry coalition funded CSA to develop standards 
· Coordinated with Canadian Council of Forest Ministers 
· Performance standards developed at local level through multi-stakeholder process
· First forests certified May 1999
· Most recent standard adopted 2008
· Standards development, War of standards (PEFC vs. FSC)
· Assimilating
· Similar requirements 
· Many are based on ISO
· Auditing companies serving both 
· Comparable legitimacy 

IMPACTS: HARD LAW + SOFT LAW
· Augmenting hard law
· Existing regulation 
· Stringency of legal requirements 
· Stringency of C&I requirements 
· “Beyond compliance” performance 

CURRENT TRENDS
· Indirect benefits as main driver (direct cost)
· Company image 
· Market access
· SMEs involved through supply chain demands 
· Publishers as a major proponent and uptaker
· “War of standards” has subsided
· Green building standards (LEED, etc.)
· Green procurement
· Monitoring as a main impact
· Not a guarantee of SFM

CONCLUSIONS
· Widely known in small circles 
· Good idea (~organic food) but little demand
· Cost of doing business 
· Redundancies (or synergies?) with other mechanisms (biodiversity, legality verification, REDD+, etc.)
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