Wednesday 3 October 2012

LECTURE 9: “THE LAND ETHIC” – ALDO LEOPOLD

Aldo Leopold
· 1887 – 1948
· Joined US Forest Service in 1909 (Arizona/New Mexico) 
· Created World’s 1st Wilderness Area
· Taught wildlife management at University of Wisconsin-Madison 

The Outlook
A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.
- Aldo Leopold (p. 224-225)

Biocentric (respect for nature)
· Moral obligations extend to non-human species
· Four components of biocentricism:
1. Humans are (one) part of Earth’s community
2. Earth’s ecosystems are all integrated
3. Each organism has a purpose – the functions that they carry out have value/worth
4. All organisms are equal
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