
Social Psychology
Psyc 2110 Section D
Fall 2010
Tuesdays 16:00-17:30; Thursdays 14:30-16:00
Instructor: Dr. Jennifer M. Knack
Office: LMX 371
Office Hours: Thursdays 4:00 – 5:00 or by appointment
Email: jknack@uottawa.ca 
Teaching Assistant: Stephanie Wiebe

Office hours: Available upon request
Email: swieb095@uottawa.ca 
Required text: Social Psychology Alive, First Canadian Edition by James M. Olson, Steven J. Breckler, and Elizabeth Wiggins
Course Description & Goals
This course will focus on the theories and research that deal with individual behavior in social environments. This course is a general survey of topics within social psychology. As such, a great deal of information and topics will be covered including social influence processes, interpersonal attraction, group behavior, aggression, conformity, and attitude formation and change. An emphasis will be placed on the development of these theories as well as how they can be applied in real world contexts.
Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student will have content-specific knowledge of the basic theories and principles associated with interpersonal social psychological processes. The student will be encouraged to apply these principles to daily life. A major goal of this course is to make the student aware that social psychology is a discipline that can be applied to daily interactions with others. Course content will be covered through assigned text reading, lectures, possible article readings, classroom demonstrations, videos, and classroom discussions.
Attendance and Participation
Class attendance and participation are vital to grasping the course content. Attendance is expected.
Students who miss class are required to find out what they missed and to acquire class notes, assignments, and missed material from another student prior to the next class period. I do not give out my lecture notes. As such, I encourage you to exchange emails and/or phone numbers with at least two others students in this section.
Research has clearly demonstrated that students involved in the learning process are more likely to retain information and have greater success than those who do not. Students should participate in class discussions and respect other students’ opinions and contributions regardless of whether these beliefs are contrary to their own beliefs. I believe that students should take an active role in learning; instead of merely lecturing, I will pose discussion questions and demonstrations. Please come to class prepared to participate.
I expect you to be on time for all class meetings. If you are late, you risk missing important announcements, directions, and discussions. You are still responsible for any information that is covered, and I will not spend time repeating information. Be courteous, be on time, and do not socialize during class.
Be prepared by completing the assigned readings and assignments prior to class. I will be operating on the assumptions that students completed the assigned readings prior to class.
Examinations
Students will have three formal opportunities throughout the semester to demonstrate their knowledge and ability to critically think about and apply class material. Students will take two non-comprehensive examinations and one non-comprehensive final examination. Examinations will cover information from the text, class lectures, audio/visual media, exercises, guest speakers’ presentations, class discussions, homework, and handouts. Please note: you ARE responsible for material covered in videos shown in class; I do not have copies of videos that I can loan to you thus it is vital to attend class to avoid missing important information. Any information covered in class, in the textbook, or in homework assignments is fair game for exam content.
Exam questions will test your ability to apply the information learned during class lectures and from textbook readings. In other words, you will not simply be able to regurgitate definitions; rather you will need to demonstrate an ability to apply the concepts. (There will be some traditional definition questions, but the focus will be on application.) On examination day, students will NOT be permitted to wear ball caps or any other head covering that prevents my seeing their eyes.
Students who wish to find out what questions they missed on examinations may meet with the TA or me outside of class time. 
Reaction Papers
Students will have two written opportunities to demonstrate their ability to apply the concepts learnt in class to the real world. These written opportunities are also an opportunity for students to demonstrate their ability to critically think about and integrate the course material.
Papers should be between 2 – 3 pages in length. Papers MUST be type-written and double-spaced in Times New Roman 12 inch font with 1 inch margins. Please also include a cover page indicating your full name, the course (Psyc 2110-D), and the assignment number. Papers which do not adhere to these specifications will be marked down 10 points for each assignment; each paper is worth 22.5 points, thus it is essential to follow these formatting guidelines. Please be sure to staple (NOT paperclip) your paper before arriving to class.
Papers are due at the BEGINNING of class (i.e., within the first 5 minutes of the class meeting time). If you will not be in attendance, be sure that I have a physical copy of your paper BEFORE I arrive to class. Late assignments will be marked down 2 points if turned in after the first 5 minutes of class beginning and will lose 2 points for every additional day it is late (including weekends/holidays). Be sure I have received a physical copy of your paper; I do not accept electronic copies. I am not responsible for papers lost if they are not physically given to me. 
More information about the content of the paper will be provided in class.
Tardy or Absent on Exam Day
If students are tardy the day of an examination, they will not be permitted to take the exam if any class member has already turned in a completed exam. Again, it is essential to arrive on time. If students miss an examination due to a university-approved absence of which they provide written approval to the instructor, they will be given an equivalent exam as a make-up and will be required to make the exam up before the next class of the missed examination at a time approved by the instructor (i.e., not during class time). If students miss an examination due to unapproved reasons per the University of Ottawa’s absence policy (i.e., traffic was bad, you were sick, etc.), they will not be able to make up the examination and will receive a zero on the examination missed. 
Grading Distribution
Exams = 135 points each

Exam #1 = 135

Exam #2 = 135

Exam #3 = 135
Reaction Papers = 45 points total
Total points calculated into final grade = 450 
MY SCORES
Exam #1 (135 possible): 


_____________
Exam #2 (135 possible):


_____________
Exam #3 (135 possible): 


_____________
Reaction papers (45 possible):


_____________
TOTAL (450 possible):



_____________
Your final grade will be calculated based on the number of points you earn:
	Letter Grade
	Percentage of Points Earned
	Number of Points Earned

	A+
	90-100%
	405 - 450

	A
	85-89%
	382 – 404

	A-
	80-84%
	360 – 381

	B+
	75-79%
	337 – 359

	B
	70-74%
	315 – 336

	C+
	65-69%
	292 – 314

	C
	60 - 64%
	270 – 291

	D+
	55-59%
	247 – 269

	D
	50-54%
	225 – 246

	E
	40-49%
	180 – 224

	F
	0 – 39%
	Below 179


Beepers & Cell Phones
Please turn off all pagers, beepers, and cell phones during class as these devices are disruptive to other students and to me.
Communication and Email
For students having a difficult time with the course content, please meet with me to discuss strategies on how to succeed in this course. The earlier in the semester you come talk with me, the more help I will be able to help you. In other words, if you do poorly on the first exam you should come speak with me immediately. At this point (i.e., after the first exam), I can offer you suggestions about study tactics. However, the longer you wait to come speak with me about your grade the less helpful my suggestions will be. I have seen a number of students significantly improve their score on the last exam after speaking with me; however the improvement came too late in the semester. I want you to do well in this class; thus if you have questions or would like to discuss your grade or study tactics please do not hesitate to see me.
Students are responsible for checking their email regularly.

When sending an email to me, please put the class name in the subject line of the email. Inside the email include your full name and the class name. Please use complete sentences and punctuation. I reserve the right not to reply to emails that are unprofessional or incoherent. I will do my best to respond to messages in a prompt manner; however, please realize that I do not always have access to a computer. 
Statement on Academic Offences 

“Academic fraud is an act by a student that may result in a false academic evaluation of that student or of another student.” See http://web5.uottawa.ca/admingov/regulation_13.html for more information.

Specific to this course, fraud occurs when any of the following are committed: copying or the use of unauthorized aids in tests, plagiarism on written sections of the exam or your written paper(s), aiding and abetting another student's dishonesty; giving false information for the purposes of gaining admission or credit, giving false information for the purposes of obtaining deferred examinations, and/or forging or falsifying University of Ottawa documents.

Free Student Support Services Available 
· Mentoring Centre of the Faculty of Arts located in Simard Hall, room 125B; student-mentors share with students their University experience and animate a variety of workshops
· Student Academic Success Service (SASS): provides many services including Academic Writing Help Center (located at 110 University), University 101 Web Portal (publishes a list of academic and social activities taking place on campus), and Access Service (formerly called Special Services; helps students with a physical handicap or learning disability).
Important University Dates
September 8 – Courses begin
September 22 – Last day to register
October 11 – Thanksgiving Day
October 24 – 30 – Study break
October 29 – University Day
November 5 – Last day for withdrawal
December 8 – Classes end
(Courses normally taking place on Monday will take place on Wednesday 12/8 
at their regular scheduled time; Wednesday courses are cancelled)
December 9 – 22 – Examinations
Class Schedule
	Class Meeting
	Topic
	Reading

	Thursday, September 9th
	Introduction to Course
Introducing Social Psychology
	Syllabus
Ch. 1

	Tuesday, September 14th  
	Introducing Social Psychology (finish)
Methods of Social Psychology
	Ch. 1 & 2

	Thursday, September 16th 
	Methods of Social Psychology
	Ch. 2

	Tuesday, September 21st 
	The Person in the Situation: Self-Concept, Gender, & Dispositions
	Ch. 5

	Thursday, September 23rd 
	The Person in the Situation: Self-Concept, Gender, & Dispositions
	Ch. 5 (con’t)

	Tuesday, September 28th 
	Social Perception: Perceiving the Self & Others
	Ch. 4

	Thursday, September 30
	Social Cognition: Thinking About People
	Ch. 3

	Tuesday, October 5th 
	Catch-up/Review
	

	Thursday, October 7th 
	EXAM #1
	Chapters 1-5

	Tuesday, October 12th 
	Attitudes & Social Behaviour
	Ch. 6

	Thursday, October 14th 
	Attitude Change
	Ch. 7

	Tuesday, October 19th 
	Attitude Change
	Ch. 7 (con’t)

	Thursday, October 21st 
	Conformity, Compliance, & Obedience
Reaction Paper #1 Due
	Ch. 8

	Tuesday, October 26th 
	Study Break – No Class

	Thursday, October 28th 
	

	Tuesday, November 2nd 
	Conformity, Compliance, & Obedience
	Ch. 8

	Thursday, November 4th 
	Stereotypes, Prejudice, & Discrimination
	Ch. 9

	Tuesday, November 9th
	Group Dynamics & Intergroup Conflict
	Ch. 10

	Thursday, November 11th 
	Catch-up/Review
	

	Tuesday, November 16th 
	EXAM #2
	Chapters 6-10

	Thursday, November 18th 
	Aggression & Violence
	Ch. 11

	Tuesday, November 23rd
	Aggression & Violence
	Ch. 11 (con’t)

	Thursday, November 25th 
	Helpful Social Behaviour
	Ch. 12

	Tuesday, November 30th
	Liking, Loving, & Close Relationships
Reaction Paper #2 Due
	Ch. 13

	Thursday, December 2nd
	Social Psychology in Your Life
	Ch. 14

	Tuesday, December 7th
	Catch-up/Review
	

	TBA
	EXAM #3 (FINAL EXAM!)
	Chapters 11 - 14


** I reserve the right to alter the schedule. Please note that the information being covered each day is a rough guide; there will likely be days that we move through information faster or slower than expected. Thus, chapters may overlap class sessions. However, examination dates (& the information to be covered on the exam) will not change. 
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