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-Homer: wrote epic poems
        -narrative poetry
-epics were aristocratic (great deeds done by great men)
         -formulized re-telling (told and re-told on special occasions)
         -used to affirm the position of the aristocracy and military casts, and to provide a history of the society
         - originally in oral form (only written down later)
Alphabet
-in larger towns at least it could be assumed that there were a considerable amount of people who could read (because laws were written down and posted in public places for the people to see)
-Emergence of Prose
       -brings more flexibility
        -enables people other than bards to record ideas
        -allows the spreading and mixing of ideas (translation+ fertilization)
        -information retrieval was difficult though (everything written in scrolls, so no index to tell you what page certain information was on, had to read through entire scroll until you found what you were looking for)
-literacy in anything other than its basics was  reserved for those with significant resources
          -counting came before reading in education
-Tragedies: made in honour of Dionysus
-Lyric Poetry: frequently dealt with great deeds
-Technical Literature (just at beginning, was an explosion during the Hellenistic period)
-Spartan citizens weren’t educated
        -were educated in physical capacities (both men and women)
        - this education was totally under state control

-In Ionia (including Attica and Athens), the liberal arts played a large role
           -formal military service was restricted to between the ages of 18-20, then you were in the reserves
           -there was no state interference in education
-Sophists were the first to offer an education in exchange for money
-Teacher who took kids 14-16 years of age were paid little more than a day labourer (primary teacher)
           -girls could also receive a primary education
            -consisted of basic reading, writing, a little music, and basic arithmetic
          -vast majority of children did not go past primary school
-Secondary school taught mathematics, rhetoric, and public speaking (all considered very important)
	-only the sons of the wealthy usually received this (very rarely girls)
	-most important subjects were rhetoric and public speaking
	-had a very high ethical content
-higher level education was exclusive and gave you a social advantage (the elite)
Peloponesian War+ Decline of the City State
-445 BC Athens was abandoning land empire ideas, leaving it to Sparta (Athens concentrated on its Naval holdings)
-Athens developed more efficient ways of exploiting the empire
	-started out as an alliance (before 445) (The Athenian League)
-after 445 Athens increased the tribute they required their allies to pay them
	-particularly focused on Corinth (sent many colonies there)
	-Athens imposed democratic governments upon its allies
-Samos tried to back out of the league, but Athens made it clear that no one was allowed to back out and forced Samos to surrender
-Cleruchs: military colonies
 	-other colonies were self-sufficient, retaining no real ties to Athens
	-Cleruchs retained ties to Athens, acted as garrisons to ensure the stability of the region in which they were placed
	-the first cleruch was placed at Samos (to ensure they did not rebel again)
-The Athenian expansionism+ bullying began to have negative reprocussions, especially in Sparta 
	-Result: Peloponnesian War
-Corinth (because it felt the most threatened by Athens), declared that the Peloponnesian League should declare war on Athens
	-in 431BC the league does
-Pericles: Strategos who dominated the Athenian assembly
-Athens was extremely confident that they would win
	-had over 300 triemes (only Corinth had a larger fleet)
-The Peloponnesians had much larger military forces (1000 cavalry, lots of troops, and large reserves)
	-however their reserves were next to nothing compared to the large treasury of Athens
	-the Peloponnese were not set up for long term war in comparison to Athens
-The Peloponnesian war is regarded as the great war, in part because of the account written by Thucydides
	-wrote a very close study of the war and its development (monographical writing, causes+ developments+ results)
	-wrote it for future generations so that they could analyze it
	-as a result the analysis took over the narrative
	-we only have his version (no other works available to challenge his view)
	-he did put a lot of speeches in his analysis (they were not verbatim, and he said so)
		-purpose of the speeches were to provide analysis of issues
	-the history was also very artistic (not dry), and very concerned with the arrogance of the Athenians that led to their ultimate downfall
-Modern scholars have suggested that the Peloponnesian war was not as important as suggested (our prof disagrees however)
	-important to explain the collapse of the independent city state
-The Athenian strategy was undermined by a plague
	-Athens was protected by walls around an open space where crops and livestock would usually be kept (the Long Walls)
	-Pericles brought many Athenians in there
	-A plague ravaged Athens from 430-429 BC, and again in 427 BC, in total about 1/3 of the population died (spread of the disease was aided by the number of people in close quarters)
-The Athenians blamed Pericles (they still re-elected him the next year)
-Cleon
-Nicias
-The influence of the assembly members ebbed and flowed
	-led to a see-sawing between polar opposite policies being in effect
-Another effect after the plague is that Athens treatment of other got much more brutal
	-Mytilene revolted in 427, Athens blockaded them, Mytilene surrendered
	-Cleon persuaded the assembly that all the males of Mytilene should be put to death and that all females and children should be sold into slavery
		-the next day however the assembly changed its mind and decided on regular terms of surrender
-Sparta overran Platea, killed the men, and enslaved the women and children
-Melos was ordered by Athens to join the Athenian League, but offered to remain neutral in the war instead
	-Athens blockaded them, then killed the men and enslaved the women and children
-in 421 Nicias negotiated peace between both sides (150 years of peace negotiated) (Nicias’ Peace)
	-the peace was between Sparta and Athens, their allies were not taken into consideration
-Alcibiades: from a privileged family, leader of the democratic party at the time (favoured expansionism)
	-was brought up in Pericles house, and was a friend of Socrates
	-was a skilled soldier
-4th c Alcibiades was elected strategos
	-tried hard to break the peace with Sparta and instead have peace with Argos
-Both sides (Athens and Sparta) had failed to meet the requirements of Nicias’ Peace
-in 416 BC Athens wealth and confidence was restored
	-began to focus on Corinth especially again
-targeted Syracuse (largest and strongest of all the Western Greek city states)
	-Alcibiades persuaded the assembly to attack Syracuse
	-Nicias objected, saying there was no grounds for it
	-the assembly was persuaded by Alcibiades though, as he had superior public speaking skills
-the assembly voted to send 100 ships, 5000 hoplites, and to devote all of the financial reserves to the attack
	-the assembly also appointed many general, including Alcibiades and Nicias, who couldn’t stand each other
-Athens blockaded Syracuse by land and sea
-Alcibiades went over to the Spartan side following an unfair conviction by his opponents while he was away (accused of knocking the penises off the Hermes statues that guarded the city)
-following this Nicias said that they should give up
	-instead the assembly sent 73 more ships, 5000 more hoplites, and 3000 more light troops
	-Demosthenes was in charge
	-The Athenians lost badly (virtually no one returned home)
-The Athenians did not give up however
-Spartans fortified Decelea (in Athenian territory)
	-this cut Athens off from silver mines, and cut off farmer from crops
	-also provided a place to flee to from Athens if they chose
-In response the Athenians moved to Samos
	-Athenian citizenship was extended to Samos
-In Athens there was an oligarchy coup, but the democrats still had control of the fleet
-in 405 BC the last Athenian Fleet was destroyed with the help of the Persians
	-Drove the Athenian empire back towards Athens
-in 404 BC Athens was forced to surrender, was confined to Attica, and became a subservient ally of Sparta
-the next few years were disorganized (the hostilities weren’t over)
-There were a large number of mercenaries suddenly available
-Lysander: Spartan in command of the fleet, acted like a petty tyrant (abandoned Greeks of Asia minor to Persia)
	-sought to impose military governors in the islands
	-Caused the alienation of some former Spartan allies, and the disintegration of some
-Artaxerxes II
-Cyrus
-Persia came back to the Aegean
	-in 387 the Persian governor of Asia Minor summoned Greek leaders to discuss a peace
	-a peace was actually agreed to
	-The Persians got all of Asia Minor and Cyprus, all the Greek states got independence (this was also a potential weakness of the states, which is why Persians agreed)
	-was called the Kings Peace
-Sparta refused to sign on to the Kings Peace
-Many other Greek states recognized the Persian King as the dominant power
-377 BC the Athenians had put together another sea confederacy
	-the Athenians were in charge of the treasury, but the tribute was much lower
	-as a result the confederacy was always short of money
	-confederacy soon bankrupted and fell apart 
-Thebes
-the Spartans invaded Thebes and left a garrison there
	-at the end of the year Theban democrats, aided by Athens, took Thebes back
	-Thebes became democratic for the first and only time, and a close ally of Athens
-374BC Thebians regained most of their territory and revitalized their army
-Epaminondas
	-destroyed Spartan army in 375 BC
-6000 Thebians destroyed 11000 Spartans+ allies in a pitched battle
	-Thebians invaded and ravaged Spartan territory, and built a new polis for the Helots
-Sparta lost half its territory+ half its helots in this campaign
-Peltasts: light arm troops
	-hoplite army on way out
-Macedon: at this point unknown and not considered a serious factor
	-ruled by a series of local barons
	-to Greeks were a bunch of semi barbarians
	-spoke a form of Greek
	-rural area, did not have cities
	-was a source of precious metals and timber for Greeks, especially Athenians
	-had a very good cavalry, rather poor infantry
	-often assaulted by tribes form the border areas
-in 359 a man named Philip became regent for his nephew
	-in 356 his nephew died under suspicious circumstances and he became king
	-Epaminondas was his mentor
	-kept cavalry but created professional infantry
		-had spears (graduated length, those at the back had longer spears then those at the front)
			-provided a better front
	-administrated fiscal and administrative reforms
-had the money to do what he needed
-had a professional standing army
-357-354 he crushed the border tribes
-began to expand into Greek territory around Macedons border
-354 had established the richest state in Greece (over 1000 talents a year, almost double that of Athens at its peak)
-354 and the next two years began to expand more
-Athens acquiesced to Macedons advances at first
	-were 2 parties at the time
		-Demosthenes (not same as earlier), and Isocrates were the two leaders
-Demosthenes was one of the greatest speakers (he led the party that saw Macedon as a danger)
-Isocrates said that as the Greeks were disunited they should come behind Philip to overcome Persia, which he said was a bigger threat
-The assembly took the views of Demosthenes at first
-Macedon came right down to Athens borders
-Philip made it clear that he meant to become the dominant power in Greece
	-Sparta and Athens refused to cooperate with this
-Aristotle was summoned to Pella and made the tutor of Philips son
-Philip soon gave up trying to convince Athens, and crushed both Athens and Thebes
	-Athens had to submit
-All Greek cities were forced into the Hellenic League (or Greek league)
	-league that incorporated all the formerly independent polis
	-all but Sparta were a part of the league, and had a common army+ navy
	-all those who opposed the league were declared traitors
-the objective of the league was to prepare to attack Persia and drive them out
-However in 336 Philip was killed at a wedding feast of one of his daughters by an assassin
-Philip allowed for the conditions that allowed for Alexander to become Alexander the Great
          

