PoliSci Midterm 2 MY Review notes
Ideology
· Social action is comprehensible in terms of the thinking that underlies it
· One must see their connection to ideas like imperialism, political Islam, capitalism, etc.
· Ideologies: system of ideas with their own histories. They aim to shape social change, and they have themselves changed in response to historical events over time.
Age of Ideology
· Began in 1790s ushered by French Revolution of 1789
· Word ideology itself coined by Destutt de Tracy
· Intended to mean a science of ideas
Ideology cont’d 
· (In this course) ideology means: a social and political worldview that serves four functions. It explains social phenomena, evaluates social, political, and economic conditions, orients individuals with the world, and provides a program for political change 
· Explains, evaluates, orients, program for political change.
· Ideology tell us why the social/political/economic world is the way it is
· As evaluative framework, it explains why/how that world is good/bad
· As orienting device, ideology provides individuals with an identity and political compass
· As political program, it offers a plan to take us towards its own conception of the good society


Liberalism 
· First of three great ideologies of modern age
· Liberals aim to promote individual liberty
· Accurate but no informative
· Every ideology favour their own interpretation of liberty
· Brian Barry (political theorist): early liberal states promoted 3 institutional recommendations
·  (1) religious toleration
· (2) freedom of the press
· (3) the abolition of servile social status 
· These recommendations were related to three ideas:
· No religious dogma can reasonably be held with certainty
· Every doctrine should be open to critical scrutiny
· All human beings are fundamentally equal
· Liberals view humans as rational, self-interested beings entitled to equality of opportunity and freedom to live as they choose
Liberalism Part Two
· English civil war 1640s and Glorious Revolution of 1688 bring constitutional monarchy
· John Locke (as inspiration) bring religious toleration and freedom of conscience
· Hobbes’s Leviathan is an e.g. of book that beings with liberal premises and ends up with anti-liberal conclusions
· Two American revolutionary works: 
· Thomas Jefferson’s declaration of Independence (1776)
· Tom Paine’s Common Sense (1776)
· Paine’s book is an influential liberal text that supported the American Revolutionaries
· The government is a necessary evil, and a legitimate government must protect our natural rights
· Key aspects of the Old Order in pre-revolutionary France
· Liberalism and republicanism = twin supports for French Revolution of 1789
· Relationship between liberalism and capitalism
· Includes ideas of economic liberty and the mutual gains from a free trade arrangement
· Bernard Mandeville’s Fable of the Bee’s 
· Influential claim that the relation between individual self-interest and the public good
· Adam Smith
· Influential 18th century Scottish economist and moral philosopher
· Key figure in development of ideas about liberalism and capitalism
· Defends economic competition on grounds of fairness and efficiency
· Free trade benefits everyone
· ‘invisible hand’: idea that the pursuit of individual self-interest can promote the public good
· Capitalism benefits the worst-off, promotes international peace, fosters self-reliance, and is conducive to order and good government 
· Governments should defend the country and main order, protect property, and provide education and infrastructure
· The poor = dignified, capable, and industrious > he supports taxation to benefit them
· Division between neo-classical liberals (Herbert Spencer) and welfare liberals (T.H. Green)
· Spencer	
· Defends absolute private property rights
· Rejects welfare programs as ineffective and corrupt
· Survival of the fittest motto: those who fail in economic market do not deserve government aid
· Gov. should not attempt to control society b/c society too complex for Gov. to be successful 
· T.H. Green
· State can promote individual freedom and equal opportunity
· Distinguishes between (1) negative freedom/absence of restraint and (2) positive freedom: actual ability to do something worth doing
· State legislation/regulation can overcome obstacles to freedom 
· Poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and sickness
· Late 20th century debate between John Rawl and Robert Nozick
· Rawl’s liberalism (welfare liberal)
· Liberal egalitarian: combines priority for basic liberties with concern for fair equality of opportunity and famous difference principle
· Requires social and economic inequalities to benefit the worst off
· Nozick’s liberalism (neo-classical)
· Defends only a minimal state which protects individual rights and ‘capitalist acts between consenting adults’
· There is a range of good human lives
· Society should be organized so that individuals are free to pursue whichever amongst that range they choose
Key Themes in Liberalism
· Emphases on basic rights, liberties, and value of toleration
· Changed over centuries
· Tend to assign priority to state neutrality
· Recognized permanence of a pluralism of ideas/conceptions of the good life
· Early liberals promoted free trade and developing capitalist institutions 
· Late liberals: see capitalists as unduly power and threat to equal freedoms treasured by liberals



Conservatism 
· Is (1) traditionalist, (2) skeptical about political knowledge, and (3) affirms an organic conception of society and the state
· Classical conservatives emphasize:
· Flawed human nature
· Hierarchy
· Tradition
· Rejection of revolutionary politics
· 21st century conservatives support
· Small government (liberal idea)
· Free markets (liberal idea)
· Strong military (non-liberal) 
· Distinguished from liberalism by its suspicion of rational justification and its appeal to sentiment over scrutiny
· Edmund Burke, the most influential conservative thinker
· A reactionary (reacted to French revolution)
· Rejects French revolutionaries’ view of human nature, society, freedom, and Gov.
· ‘Burkean’ humans are creatures of habit, custom, and tradition
· Part of an organic conception of society
· Society is not a contract (not social contract)
· Society is a sacred, intergenerational covenant (bond?)
· Does no value freedom without qualification
· Defends ordered liberty to act in accordance with society’s laws and institutions
· Rejects revolution and radicalism in favour of peaceful reform
· Reform which is careful, gradual, and aware of society’s complexity
· Gov.: Burke defends natural aristocracy of representatives who are reflective, responsible, and independent
· Joseph De Maistre 
· Leading reactionary thinker 
· Supports obedience, inequality, and ‘throne and alter’ against forces of progress and enlightenment rationality
· Monarchy and the Catholic Church
· Human beings are wretched 
· Best symbol of his preferred social order is the hangman 
Conservatism (concluded)
· Pope Pius IX’s Syllabus of Errors  
· Rejects liberalism, affirms Catholicism as only true religion, asserts human reason can promote human welfare only with God’s help
· 19th century cultural conservatives Wordsworth and Coleridge favour emotion over reason
· worry about industrial revolution and its emphasis on commerce and pursuit of profit
· commerce detracts from culture and spirituality
· industry is dehumanizing and alienation
· societies are hierarchical and should be simple, rural, and communal 
· Tory Democracy, former British P.M. Benjamin Disraeli 
· Attempts to attract support from both the aristocracy and the working class
· Supports the monarchy and the Church while promoting some working class causes
· U.S. cultural conservatism
· Reject pursuit of perfection and capitalism with its accompanying harms
· Recently, conservative in US = laissez-faire liberal
· People aim to ‘conserve’ what they already possess; free-market capitalism
· Michael Oakeshott
· Recent version of traditional Burkean conservatism 
· Aiming to preserve received social arragements and protect social fabric
· Individualist conservatism = antiwelfare state, pro-free market and pro-military spending
· Neoconservatism
· Emphasizes capitalism’s cultural contradictions
· Worries about cultural decline and (more recently) promote a ‘pre-emptive war on terror’ and ‘regime change’ as key elements of foreign policy 
· The American religious right
· Dominated by Christian Fundamentalism
· Project of bringing Christian morality into politics 
· Economically liberal but culturally interventionist
· Want government to intervene in civil society to promote (their interpretation) of Christian values
· Richard Posner’s distinction between 3 types of conservative
· Economic, security, and social (religious)
· Economic conservatives believe in free markets, low taxes, and small gov.
· Security conservatives favour tough criminal laws and strong foreign policy
· Social (mainly religious) conservatives are hostile to abortion, gay marriage, pornography, gun control, and clean separation of church and state
· There are conflicts internally between conservatives 


Socialism 
· Promotes ownership of property, production for public good, equality of effective power 
· Rejects core elements of capitalism as a politico-economic system
· Came to prominence as response to dangerous and undignified nature of work in Industrial Revolution
· Object to poverty, exploitation, and greed
· Favour co-operation over competition
· Sought to change social conditions as a means of changing human motivation
· Michael Freeden’s 5 core social ideas
· (1) the group (or class) as basic social unit
· (2) the importance of equality
· (3) labour as the main feature of human nature
· (4) an ideal of human welfare or flourishing
· (5) the idea that history is going somewhere, and it can be helped to get there
· 3 early socialists
· Thomas More
· Sought communal ownership and overcoming of pride, greed, and envy
· Claude-Henri de Saint-Simon 
· Identified class-based stages of history
· Sought to replace capitalist inefficiency and waste with expert planning
· Robert Owen
· Thought bad conduct stems from corrupt social system
· Capitalism rewards greed and selfishness 
Socialism Part two
· Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Most influential thinker in history of socialism
· Marx agrees with neo-Hegelian critique of religion
· Follows Ludwig Feuerbach – claims that God is a human creation
· We create God in our image
· We alienate or estrange our own capacities for knowledge, power, and goodness onto a being (God) who possesses them in perfect form
· Religion is response to human suffering and poverty
· It is the opium of the people
· Opium is a pain-killer that also produces euphoria, but prevents a person from flourishing
· To be alienated = to have one’s essence detached form one’s everyday existence
· Under capitalism
· Human beings are detached from what makes them essentially human
· The capacity to produce freely and creatively
· Instead, work is punishing, degrading, and commodified
· Four types of alienation
· From the product
· In productive activity
· From our species-being
· And from other beings 
· Key claims part of theory of historical change and development 
· History is a class struggle
· History is the growth of human productive power (productive forces) (more importantly)
· Production methods develop within economic structures
· Each with own distinctive ‘relations of production’ (slavery, feudalism, capitalism)
· Society is like a 3 level building
· Productive forces at foundation/bottom
· Corresponding production/ownership relations (economic structure) above them
· And legal and political superstructure at the top
· The level of development of productive forces explain the nature of the economic structure
· The economic structure determines the legal and political superstructure
· Claims that socialism and communism are destined to supersede capitalism 
· Marx had commitment to international workingmen’s solidarity
· Claim that, fundamentally, human beings are creative producers
Socialism Concluded
· 21st century Friedrich Engels (co-author with Marx) of the Manifesto of Communist Party
· Developer of Marxism after Marx died
· Exposes urban poverty 
· Criticizes the prevailing subordination of women
· Lays out a crude materialism and so-called ‘scientific socialism’ that is unusually dogmatic and resistant to open criticism 
· 21st century Eduard Bernstein
· Revisionist and an evolutionary socialist 
· Strong Kantian moral perspective that emphasizes individual freedom and respect for persons
· Points out the ways in which Marx’s revolutionary socialism had made false political and economic predictions 
· V.I. Lenin
· Father of Soviet Russian Communism
· Russia in early 20th century was semi-feudal agrarian society with political autocracy
· No capitalism
· Argued for intellectual and practical support for communist revolution
· Including revolutionary vanguard party 
· Hardheaded recognition that violence might be necessary in pursuit of class struggle 
· Joseph Stalin
· The Soviet ‘man of steel’
· Expert in oppression of his opponents 
· To entrench himself in power, became the guiding force of Communist Party
· Contrary to Marxist tradition of international brotherhood, Stalin promoted ‘socialism in one country’ 
· Led a repressive, murderous, criminal state
· But his Soviet Union played crucial part in defeat of Nazi Germany
· Promoted industrialization, education, employment, and social equality 
· Mao Zedong
· Adapted Lenin’s view of imperialism as the last stage of capitalism
· Instead of Marxist focus on industrial working-class, Mao emphasized the revolutionary potential of the peasantry 
· He replaced class with nation as the main unit of revolutionary political action 
· ‘Cultural Revolution’ favoured ideological purity over technical skill and knowledge
· Large-scale disaster in social and economic terms
· In Britain, Fabian Socialism originated in late 19th century
· Became official Labour party policy form 1900
· Argued for an evolutionary path to socialism through 
· Electoral success, nationalization of economy, extensive social welfare
· Brian Barry (1936-2009) British political theorist
· Argues socialism is fundamentally a theory of citizenship
· It is anticapitalist – favouring collective control of the economy rather than unjust and inefficient outcomes produced by unregulated markets
· Socialism is mainly concerned to promote collective action aimed at overcoming undesirable consequences of uncoordinated individual actions
· Socialist goals:
· Basic income for all citizens
· Drastic reductions in industrial pollution
· Well-funded, universally accessible public services 


Fascism 
· Value ‘strength through unity’ 
· Totalitarians who aim to control society in all its aspects
· Reject Enlightenment ideals and both liberal and socialist politics
· Linked to earlier ideas like:
· (1) the Counter-Enlightenment emphasis on irrationality and human division into antagonistic groups
· (2) nationalism and xenophobia
· (3) elitism 
· In Italy, Benito Mussolini’s fascists
· Prioritized national unity as opposed to class struggle
· Glorified the leader himself
· Who should be loved and followed blindly by his people
· Mussolini celebrated war and individual sacrifice for the state
· State = object of worship 
Fascism concluded
· Adolph Hitler’s Nazism
· Fascism plus racism 
· Claims that German people must defeat its enemies
· Including Jews, Communists, Liberals
· People need a strong, dominant, charismatic leader whose authority should be unrestricted
· Emphasizes a ‘blood and soil’ type of nationalism
· Claim for expansion by appeal to the need for Lebensraum (living space)
· Nazi Ideology
· Uses a racist form of social Darwinism 
· Helped to justify its policy of extermination of European Jews
· Thousands of non-Jews risked their livelihoods and lives to save Jews during this period
· These people are commemorated in the Avenue of the Righteous Among the Nations in Jerusalem (as trees)
· Key Fascist themes
· Sense of crisis needing a radical solution
· The subordination of individuals to the group
· One’s own group as victim of outsiders who must be attacked
· Fear of liberalism and class conflict
· Need for authority of natural male leaders who embody the group’s destiny
· Support for the leader’s instincts over any appeal to reason
· Celebration of violence when devoted to group’s success
· Right of one’s group to dominate others without moral restraint


Feminism
· Ideology aimed at eliminating the subordination of women by men
· 1 central aspect of history is sexual inequality, injustice, and domination 
· Lysistrata, ancient Greek attempt to assert women’s power
· Women go on sex strike for peace during Peloponnesian War 
· Greatest liberal feminist = Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-97) 
· Has enlightenment commitment to human reason and equality
· Points out that women and men are equals in possessing capacity to reason for themselves
· Maintains that women are oppressed by social institutions
· Especially in sphere of education
· There are differences between men and women
· But they are artificial rather than natural
· Inequality can be ended by changing key social institutions such as marriage 
· Liberal feminists aim to overcome overt discrimination against women
· By changing laws and other social institutions
· Their goal is the liberal goal of equal opportunity
· With special emphasis one quality between women and men
· Canada ranks 46th in the world in proportion of women in the lower house (parliament)
Feminism CONT’D
· Radical feminist 
· Aim to overcome sexist attitudes and beliefs
· Some of which are held by women themselves
· Emphasize women’s difference from men
· Identify male bias in setting the terms of debate in rage of areas
· Sports to arts to very idea of a career
· Feminist debate about  ‘justice’ and ‘care’ 
· Women value connectedness and men value separation and abstraction
· Justice = male virtue
· Care = female virtue
· Psychologist Carol Gilligan describes two moral voices:
· Men’s abstract approach
· Kind of moral mathematics
· Women’s particularistic
· Case-by-case approach that emphasizes a narrative of relationships between individuals 
· Skeptical to portray the voices as strictly male or female
· The need for justice as a background virtue to protect vulnerable individuals	
·  Who often are women in relationships with abusive men 


Racism 
· The denial of rights and dignity to people of different races
· Emphasizes the alleged permanent differences between races and justifies the use of power to treat other races in ways that would be cruel or unjust if done to one’s own race
· Idea of race itself has come into question
· Challenged as superficial and contrary to evolutionary evidence
· Black Liberation
· Two main forms
· Emphasizing either integration on fair terms into mainstream White-majority society
· Or separation through Black Nationalism 
Gay Liberation
· Growth of Gay Liberation movements recent decades
· Homosexuality treated as sinful and unnatural in societies dominated by the three dominant monotheistic religions
· Judaism, Christianity, and Islam – and homosexuals have been persecuted 
· Gays today are an identity group
· New social movement joined in solidarity by shared identity and way of life 
· Demand recognition, treated on equal basis with straight people
· This requires ending of legal discrimination and overcoming of homophobia
Aboriginal peoples
· Constitute nations within some of world’s liberal democracies
· Descended from victims of conquest and occupation
· Now aim to overcome domination and restore pride and dignity
· Claim the right to live in traditional way on their historic land
· Want to achieve some degree of self-government
Animal Liberation
· Traditional view
· Humans have used non-human animals for food, clothing, labour, etc.
· Respect for animals have been rare (not Buddism/Jainism affirming sacredness of all life)
· Non-human animals lack some feature that is distinctively human
· Power of reason or made in image of God
· Traditional view challenged
· Darwin’s idea of shared evolutionary history with animals
· Cruelty to our relatives should be avoided
· Jeremy Bentham’s point that animals merit moral consideration b/c they can suffer
· Let people to oppose meat-eating and factory farming
· Recent animal liberationists oppose speciesism
· Define: the idea that membership in human species entitles us to claim all the rights while non-human animals have none of them
· If animals can feel pain, then that pain should count equally with human pain as a reason for treating animal with moral consideration
· Leads opposition to fur, zoos, animal experiments 


Green Ideology 
· Thomas Midgley
· Ingenious and well-meaning American research chemist
· Idea of putting lead into gasoline and inventing Freon (1st CFC)
· Terrible pollutant and ozone-thinning
· Environmental problems today
· Natural resources are disappearing
· Including natural habitats, wild food sources, biodiversity
· Other resources are dwindling
· Oil, freshwater
· We generate harmful substances
· Toxic chemicals and atmospheric gases
· Population growth
· Economic development
· Both increase strain on earth’s limited resources
· Ecology as an ideology
· Claims to be beyond left and right
· Greens point out all mainstream ideologies justify human mastery of nature 
· With destructive consequences for the environment
· The dominant ideologies are anthropocentric (human-centred)
· Assign no intrinsic value to non-human nature
· Qualities of ecological ethic/ideology
· Emphasize our dependence on nature and respect for al life
· Human stewardship and responsibility to preserve and protect the planet
· Requires long time-horizon and ability to sacrifice now to benefit future
· Problem: justice requires reciprocity
· There could not be justice between generations, since out great grandchildren can neither harm us nor benefit us
· Environment is a notorious source of collective action problems
· Markets undersupply public goods such as clean air
· Garrett Hardin talks about the tragedy of the commons
· Common resources are depleted/destroyed b/c no capacity for mutual coercion
· What is smart for one is dumb for all
· Shallow environmentalists
· Take environment seriously but main concern is to ensure it is kept healthy for humans
· Deep environmentalists
· Recognize intrinsic value of non-human nature
· Defend biocentric or life-centred approach
· Religious or spiritual greens
· Take an attitude of reverence towards nature
· Speak of Mother Earth or Goddess Earth (Gaia)
· Earth is an object of worship
· Green political strategies
· Traditional politics such as support for Green party of Canada
· Lobbying
· Direct action


Radical Islam
Meaning of Islam, the historic role of Mohammed, importance of Qur’an, the Hadith
· Jihad: struggle against evil
· Outer Jihad (lesser) and inner Jihad (greater)
· Muslim societies lived according to Shar’ia, or Islamic law
· Threats to Islam
· The Crusades
· European imperialism
· The state of Israel
· Western ideas of ‘modernity’ 
· United States 
· ^world’s only superpower engaged in covert intervention, overt military attack, and support for corrupt regimes
· Muslim-majority societies have been victims of these
Radical Islamism
· Kind of reactionary Muslim Counter-Enlightenment
· Sayyid Qutb 1906-1966 (important ideologue)
· Repulsed by Americans during his visit to America
· Reinforced his rejection of modern, permissive, liberal societies 
· Emphasizes the struggle against jahiliyya (ignorance, darkness, barbarism)
· Both capitalists and communists represent this enemy
· They both reject the authority of God
· Many Muslims suffer from false consciousness
· Stops them from realizing their true interest in fighting against enemies of Islam
· Since Qutb’s death
· He died as a martyr
· Radical Islamists fought the west
· Attacked U.S
· Educating boys in Qur’an
· Bearing witness
Future of Ideology
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Continuing influence of nationalism, religion, and environmental degradation
· Ideology likely not ending anytime soon
· Contrary to many premature predictions 
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