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Hobbes and Criminology (Oct 21)

Fear of Disorder
· Fear causes crime and solutions
· Criminology focuses on security & problems of order, rather than crime.
· Focus on public disorder 
· Urban decay: The quality of life in the urban is coming undone.
· Problem 1: white flight (upper-class white families leave which leads to economic decay)
· Problem 2: racial discrimination
· The decay and the rise of crime within the racial tensions leads to a palpable sense of fear that overcomes the city and its population. 
· Tensions between the police and the citizens (especially minority groups) come undone
· George Kelling studied the effective methods for police to reduce crime.
· Foot patrol does a better job at responding to civilians and reducing crime compared to car patrol.
· Foot patrol doesn’t reduce crime, but makes citizens feel more secure.
· Fear of crime happening and fear of being disordered by unpredictable people.
· A reduction in the rate of crime does not correspond in a reduction in the source of fear. Possibly, addressing the problem of disorder is what reduces people’s fear.
· Kelling & Jacobs: People aren’t as afraid of crime as they are of disorder (disorderly people).
· The prospect of confrontation with a drunken person can be as fear-inducing to a defenceless person as the prospect of meeting an actual robbery.
· Broken windows theory
· Built on fear, and relies heavily on it
· Links fear & crime (go hand in hand)
· Main argument: fear of being bothered by disorderly people.
· One (unrepaired) broken window is a sign that no one cares, and that more disorder is to come - one broken window leads to more broken windows.
· Untended property as well as untended behaviour will lead to a breakdown in the community.
· If you don’t check the 1st broken window, violent/serious crime is the end result.
· Many people think that violent crime is rising, so they change their behaviours accordingly. (i.e.: will stay off the street more, but more crime will occur because there is less people)
· The absence of order will lead to problems and those problems will eventually lead to violent crime.
· Widens the scope of problematic people and issues.
· Major issue is fear of disorder, not fear of crime.

John Locke, Law, Liberty, Criminology (Nov 2, 4)
Lecture, Nov 2
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Francis Galton: Heredity and Eugenics  (Nov 9, 11)
November 9, Lecture
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· Eugenics (a term coined by Galton) is designed to cleanse the population of problematic folk/ improve the race as a whole
· It deals with influences that improve the inborn qualities of the race
· Taking each class by its best and focusing on the best
· Immutable charactersitcs- characteristics we cannot change such as sex and race
· These immutable characteristics were a concern as it was thought that these groups were more prone to crime
· Will seek quantitative results (through quantitative rigorous research, provide objectives to determine what is plaguing society and provide solutions for society)
· Science (bottom- up) better than philosophy (works at distance)
· Race is degenerating because it is overweighted with burdens without any means to address it
· Therefore, improvement of human race is not needed
· There is a social duty to implement eugenics (bc society is degenerating)
· It is under science that there are significant differences that are ruining society
· Premise of eugenics that men and women are born different 
· Differences vary in intellectual capacities, energy levels, level of power, disposition (ex: think of dogs and how we have to breed them a certain way to make them different; lap dogs/ herd dogs..)
· Breeding human race arises controversy- this race will be the ‘saving race for society’
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· Need to improve the quality of races
· Cannot improve the faulty groups of society as their traits are inborn
· Validity of this comes from science- some are gifted by natural birth qualities while others are not
· Proving the notion that geniusness is inherited through eminence, illustriousness, reputation
· Eminence is met when a person achieves a 1 to 4k ratio position
· Illustriousness can be revealed by men of particular stock (well educated, important historical men)
· This is gaged from their reputation
· Reputation is revealed when it is believed that society owes something to that person
· The intellectualism of our nation lies in the higher classes in our society
· Intermarriage and the idea that group A should marry in group A and group B should marry in group B…
· Higher class of society was the main focus to move things up
· Aspects of eugenics
· 1. Elevating average standard
· 2. Positive and negative eugenics (galton only speaks of positive)
· Positive: enhancing top tier of society
· Negative: restriction of the lower tier population (ex: castration of males) (Galton does not promote negative eugenics)


John Stuart Mill: Speech, Liberty, Harm (Nov 23, 25, 30, Dec 2) 
November 23 - reading
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Lecture November 23
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· Mill writes against social contract theory  
· Liberty is the state of being free (2 forms)
· 1. Civil liberty- liberty is a product of the state
· 2. Social liberty- liberty that exists in society
· Can be formal and informal
· Associated with tyranny of the majority
· Mill vs Locke
· Both are concerned about the nature of liberty of right, limits of the state, and power over people. Also both are concerned about liberty in relation to state
· Locke says the notion of liberty is tied to rationality and presupposes a rational being in the social contract and liberty
· Mill says liberty is not a product of natural principle
· Mill says liberty can only come out of reason 
· Locke uses the notion of perfect freedom drawn from men in their natural condition as the basis to ground liberty in society
· Mill says natural principles cannot be the basis to ground liberty 
· Locke says society is about coming together and forming a contract
· Mill says society has nothing to do with social contract
· Locke- social contract is about giving up executive power of law of nature
· Hobbes- social contract is about giving up right to all things
· Mill- social contract kills the rationality and individuality of man
· Locke is concerned about civil liberty
· Mill is concerned about social liberty
· Locke is concerned about tyranny of the minority (us vs. them)
· Mill is concerned about tyranny of the majority
· Both can agree that the problem is within, it is us who are destructive to ourselves
· Laws of nature
· They are eternal, immutable (cannot change), have to be discovered by rational minds
· Liberty comes out of rationality and reason- there is a decline in rational men seen in social contract- Mill wants to rescue rationality
· Rationality is waning because of social contract 
· Individuality is waning because of social contract
· Individuality
· One leaves individuality when stepping into society (true self is in state of nature). They are an artificial being
· Individuality is waning because social contract forces beings to give up themselves
· Utility (utilitarianism)
· About maximizing happiness and minimizing pain
· It is the appeal on all ethical questions

November 25, Lecture
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· Tyranny of the majority
· Speaks to ideas and opinions- can be dangerous 
· Ideas are not being permitted to grow and flourish - affects rationality and individuality- society cannot progress
· Tendency to of society to impose its own ideals and rules and practices- being prohibited from speaking
· Ex: 99 people disagree with you, will you speak up?
· The group stifles those who do not think the same 
· Tyranny of the minority
· Comes from the state
· Minority is overpowering us
· Ex: 99 students concerned over the one teacher
·  Valid opinions
· An opinion should not be held to sway other people
· Even if many agree with an opinion, this does not make it a fact
· Majority does not equal fact
· Sufficient reasons provided with opinion becomes a reasoned argument
· 

December 2, Lecture
· Right to voice opinions comes with responsibilities
· One can say anything they want as long as the statement only affects themselves. When it begins to harm other people, then there is space for potential restrictions
· Harm is the basis upon the balance of freedom and restrictions of freedom
· Fulfillment vs to be full
· To be full: a particular amount you can fill
· Fulfillment: to be happy with and about something 
· Tied to happiness, to achieve what one desires
· Mill is interested in promoting happiness
· Harm is unhappiness- it is anything that stands in the way of happiness
· Society should intervene in the actions of a particular person when society’s happiness is jeopardized. Otherwise, there is no need to intervene
· Punishment should be for the action, not because the action was disapproved
· Ex: a drunkard wasting money and is not caring for his children. Punishment is required because they are not fulfilling their duty (taking care of children). Not punishing for their status (that they are a drunkard)
· Distinction between individual and society/ between status and duty
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1. The “University of Amazingness” recently came into the spotlight. In one of its classes, a professor was called into question because the professor used a word – “abcde” – that is said to be racially toxic to specific groups. The university defended the professor claiming that the professor was seeking to contribute to intellectualism and thus did not sanction the professor. Would John Stuart Mill be in favour of the university’s response in this matter? Discuss
Because hes for freedom of speech as long as it does not harm other ppl
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— Eugenics is problematic because it’s a problem that is used to cleanse the population of
problematic folk and more often than not this cleansing in war particular racialized
populations.

e A eugenics example could be seen with the Nazi regime and the Holocaust that tried
to wipe Jewish people - could count towards grounds of eugenics because it wanted to
cleanse the earth of problematic persons and was trying to create a pure and better
race.
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— Basically saying that improving the human race is not something that we have to do
because society is degenerating - part of it; the argument is resting on its ethical obligation
whether or not to engage in this matter.
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(Lecture, November 11)
— “The brains of the nation lie in the height of our classes”.
e Each class in society would have a strong tendency to intermarriage which produces a
marked effect in the richness of brainpower of the more cultured families which
produces A silver mark effect at the lowest step of the social scale.

— What he's saying is the group of a, what you will find in there is people in a tend to marry
in a and in B is within B, and C, so on and so forth. This means that if A is higher, in terms of
its intellectual prowess and capacity, and D is lower, if D is continuing to marry within d,
then what you're going to get in that group is people who are not very bright, barely
competent, if I can put it that way. Whereas in Group A, you are going to continuously
reproduce bright folk.
e In each society, there’s a strong tendency to intermarriage which produces a marked
effect on the richness of brainpower of the more cultured families.
o A particular race that produces this brightness.
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— The possibility of improving the race of a nation depends on the power of increasing the
productivity of the best staff.
e Increasing the average of the highest group.
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— Are essential parts of his endeavour & should not be ignored by anyone who would make
his reality ideal:

1. Freedom of speech.

2. The art of life.

3. The limits of state coercion.
4. Representative government.
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— Mill says that we have failed to recognize how important social liberty is to our overall
liberty and wellbeing.

e Liberty can only be a right if it is under the gaze of rationality.

e If you want to talk about an experience, you must be rational.
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— The social contract is responsible for destroying individuality and rationality.
e Rights are tied to utility.

— Utilitarianism: centred around maximizing happiness and minimizing pain.
e A typical state is dangerous to one’s liberty.
e Mill is concerned about the tyranny of the majority.
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— Conclusion:
1. Male wants to say that there is something sinister that we cannot see - the magistrate
state is absolutely crucial.

a. That’s why we need protection from that sort of tyranny.

2. Tyranny of the majority - something evil we cannot see.

a. Tyranny of the majority is not just the majority in terms of numbers of people,
it's values, ideas, beliefs, and they all get funnelled into one thing or a few
things.

b. Something that stops you from developing individuality, male finds that
dangerous.
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(Lecture, December 2)

— Mill completely understands that as soon as you impose any sort of restriction.
Freedom is done with. But at the same time, he completely understands a society that is
given unlimited freedom, unqualified freedom, will be a society that will probably don't

perish.
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— Heart mobilizes conversation about fear.

e Gives people a reason for the need for government a second to instill into government
particular powers so that the government would have them at their disposal in order to
do what it needs to do effectively.

— Locke is trying to do is rein in the amount of power that is provided to the government.

e Government becomes tyrannical - the powers become unnecessary.

e Locke is trying to limit the amount of power at the disposal of the government and is
to enhance the power of the citizens.

o Conceptualize it through liberties and freedom.
m Preservation of enhancement of freedom.
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— Vagrancy laws in terms of freedom and liberty.
e The legal and social worlds do not go hand in hand.
o Emphasized that John Locke wasn’t necessarily talking about vagrancy law but put a
broad perspective about the institutions of law and government that it could possibly
be related to it.
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LECTURE 3 - NOVEMBER 4TH - LOCKE & CRIMINOLOGY
(Lecture, November 4)
— Vagrancy legislation on the social contract theory and how the natural conditions that
humanity has in them uniquely.

e Vagrancy section of the Criminal Code.

e The rooted legislation is thought to be oppressive and far-reaching - can be an
attempt by the state to understand the limitations of the criminal law itself and what
the criminal law can and really should be doing.

o Locke mentions what is the state, and what it can do and justify it without
usurping its power.
m The natural disposition of humanity - FREEDOM.

— In Canada, the waning and undoing of vagrancy legislation come at the hands of the state.
— In the US, the waning and undoing of vagrancy legislation come at the hands of the
courts.

o In the 1970s, in the US it’s about the Colts - US Supreme court in 1972 about

Papachristou and the City of Jacksonville.
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— Vagrancy law is very unconstitutional and very problematic - it violates human rights
and infringes upon freedom and liberty.
e For the courts and the state that do not facilitate freedom, that opposite equality, and
justice, they do not facilitate it.




