Lecture 6 part 2

· Less unity if there are more people at power.
· Benevolent King vs dictator 
· Not rule but anyone
· It is important to understand what character the ruler must-have.

Plato
· Must just society, philosopher kings and queens. 
· They will speak in unison so one voice
· Not about dissent
· Rule of reason 
· ‘The Republic’

Socrates
· How can we have a society of rulers by kings and queens?
· Either philosopher may need to see authority and make themselves in charge
· Or those who are in charge should become philosophers.
· King should become philosophers or philosophers should become kings. 

Plato
· Does discuss tyranny, bad
· He says tyranny seems to come naturally from democracy. 
· It’s from its oligarchical components
· Some people have more wealth than others. 
· The few will always try to resist the many.
· Love of freedom tends to transform into a love of equality. And they start to see the issues with freedom. When you love equality you start limiting freedom.
· In democracy people, the few will try to get back part of an oligarchy society and the many will try to take all the part. 
· Peoples champions try to tell the many that they will take over the elite and redistribute the wealth. To realize a genuine free and equal society. But it is a lie
· And become a tyrant. The bad form of rule of one

Aristotle
· King for common good
· Tyrants for themselves
· He likes the rule of law
· But tyrants do not follow the laws
· If there were a case of someone being way more superior than others when it came to intellectual virtues and if the lives of others would be improved if they obey them, then you would have a case that a king or monarch would be best for them.
· If they were left to themselves they will be more likely to screw up their own lives.
· But if you have a virtuous community that is able to take care of themselves then monarchy would be unjust.  

Christian medieval thinking
· Jesus is supposed to be king
· Jesus rule would be all-wise and good
· We need a king like Jesus
· Has some ruth in Aristotle’s belief, people would be skeptical that you would find someone so good to be made monarch. That everyone else would be better to obey them.
· Rulers need to be gods among men.
· God human beings are hard to come across and those that lack virtues tend to not say so. 
· Even if you had a god-like person, most people will likely resist that and would not know how to identify it (cus they themselves do not really understand virtue)
· Most people resist the authority of God for their pride, 

Cicero: 
· Prefers kingship and monarchy
· But likes mixe government
· Mix regime
· Aristotle also envision a mixed regime: believes most are a mix of oligarchy and democracy, but the best is monarchical elements with aristocratic and republican elements 

Medieval theories on why the rule of one is best
· Barbarian accounts, chief in charge of society but there are still people that appointed them. 
· After the fall of the roman empire
· In early Christianity, instead of kings being selected, kings are divinely instituted or ordained.
· Monarch power is a gift from god.  
· Kings are distinctive divinely responsibilities 
· Like a family. 
· Patrimonial conception of goverment
· Kings do not have a right to their power.  Gift not right *** (important cus Filmer thinks the opposite that it is a right not gift.) 

Medieval conceptions of kingships are
· Personal
· Paternal 
· A direct gift from god
· They should be a model of virtue. 

People power challenged that the church has the moral authority
· That would lead in time to a lot of conflict between the Roman church and the monarchs of the west. 
· Part of would happen in the Reformation would be the renunciation of papal authority (the pope) by protestant sovereigns, by protestant monarchs. 
· Protestants reject the Roman Catholic doctrine of papal supremacy and sacraments

St Thomas Aquinas defense of Monarchy 
· We are social animals by nature
· We need hierarchy in paradise
· Rule by one person can be the most beneficial cus it creates unity.
· We are ruled by one god, an entire society can mimic that by being ruled by a monarch.
· Even a corrupt monarch is better than a corrupt aristocracy, it is torn by violence and factionalist. 

Christine de Pizan
· Monarch is like the head of the body politic
· Princely virtue
· It is necessary for princes to practice virtues. 
· No matter how good they still subjected to natural law. 
· They still need to have a court and consult with them. 

Lecture 6 part 3

Jean Bodin and Thomas Hobbes 
· Both argued for a single, sovereignty power against a mixed regime. 
· Possess all political power for the entire territory. 
· But it does not have to be a monarch
· It can be an example of an assembly, but they still prefer monarchy. 

Hobbes
· He argued that humans are by nature free and equal
· All government comes from the consent of the governed
· The government only exist as a gift (not like Christianity); a gift from the ruled
· Makes rules on there behave
· As a gift, it cannot be taken back
· Absolute sovereignty 

Sir Robert Filmer
· Argued for only Monarchy (the only legitimate form)
· There is no such thing as natural liberty
· The opinions of the governed do not really matter 
· Monarch possesses a right, not a gift.
· Different than early medieval times and Hobbes. 
· Absolute monarchy comes from Gods will
· His argument s come form both observation, human experience, history, and scriptures
· Scripture like adam and eve: book of genesis with Noah, model of gods will
· Patriarchal rule of the eldest male
· Multiple kingdoms when Noah divided the territory between his sons. 
· Subordination for women to men
· Natural liberty is a lie; people are born in natural subordination 
· Aristotle does believe in natural slaves 
· Hierarchy 

Jacques Bossuet
· The French version of divine right
· Consent or conquest (different from Filmer that believes in the hierarchy)
· Monarchy gives way to unity as military
· Hereditary monarchy is also advantageous as people are more likely to run government right if they know it will be given to their heirs after. 
· Assures succession of power 

Filmer and Bossuet
· Are looked as the most emphatic defenders of monarchy
· Reject ideas of natural liberty

Defenses of the monarchy after the french revolution and when British monarchy became mixe

Edmund Burke
· 

German romantics
· Say people when looking at monarchy only focus on the notion of power
· It is not just about power
· It is about the feel the aura of the regimes
· Should it be based on love and faith?
· Provide a center of the cohesive organic community 
· These romance ideas had a strong sense of belonging and unity under the monarchy. 

Joseph Maistre and Charles Maurras 
· Defenses of the monarchal power after the french revolution 

Joseph Maistre is critical of the revolters 
· They are more authoritarian, oppressive, and cruel 
· Putting supreme power beyond the reach pf ambition creates unity and stability
· Relative equality and community under the monarch then when people try to get power for themselves and their friends. 
· Even if there is absolute sovereignty in a form of a monarch, the monarch still gives a lot of opportunities for people to live the ways they please, they can be relatively free. 
· In contrast, republican societies can become greatly totalitarian. 
· Like in a republic they can think it's their business to medal in the lives of others and control them daily.
· Modern republicanism hides behind a facade of popular government that is actually going to be very oppressive and cruel. 

Adolf Hitler
· Demand total and complete obedience.
· There was consent for the dictator at the beginning, but after he says that this is for life. Does not give them the opportunity to consent ever again afterward. 

Chap 7 part 1

The rule of the few
· Most commonly as an aristocracy 

Aristocracy at its pure/ natural true form
· Where it would be mean the rule of the best 
· To have an actual aristocracy, we need to have the people are genuinely the best, intellectual, most virtuous had the political power, worked together for the common good
· For the genuine honest to goodness. 

Conventional aristocracies 
We have societies that call themselves aristocracies but are not really 
· Ex: there is elite leadership working together, none are perfectly wise and intelligent or work for the common good.
· More than they are superior in some ways to the rest of society (ex: money)
· Conventional aristocracies 
· Sometimes they are combined with other forms of government
· Who do they rule for the sake of? Who knows

Oligarchy 
· Few rule for their own benefit
· Keeping does other them as subjects and servants
· Want others to be oppressed
· Tends to be the rule of the wealthy
· Sometimes it starts with the noble people but decades later it changes. Like the wealth corrupted them.
· Ruling caring that does not care about the others.
· Dominate them
· Manipulatively 

Conventional aristocracies 
· Even if they are not at their purest form
· If a few try to group together to take the responsibility to govern the people seriously and do so for the good of the community in a dissent fashion.
· Then it is an idea of aristocracy justified. 

Chap 7 part 2

Plato the guardians ‘the republic’
· They are the wise
· Knowledge of the good and just
· Does not really matter if it's or one or a group
· A version of the aristocracy, rule of the best. 
· Knows that power can corrupt people, so the members will have different checks upon each other. 
· Treat each other as a family
· Have the same education
· They cannot be rich and cannot have private property
· They do not get material rewards for doing that job
· No mundane proivilages
· No family life
· You have to detach political power with wealth, so they are not corrupted by the prostitute of wealth or the need to keep their wealth. 
· The city would be happy as a whole and if that comes at the expense of the few then so be it. 
· Focus on political justice

Plato’s Laws - second-best regime
· Some virtuous and some ordinary members
· Avoiding issues of democracy, on the one hand, a monarchy and the other a combination of aristocratic and democratic elements
· Kind of a mixed regime
· Some positions are open to election, other by lot/ lottery  
· Elections are somewhat pseudo-aristocratic 
· Who deserves the higher rank, who is worthy?
· Only works if people are able to make good judgments
· In Greece, it favored the upper classes because of the judgment of worth, character, intellect, and prestige.
· Pure democracy: everything would be decided by lottery 

Aristotle 
· So-called aristocracies 
· Only relatively superior 
· Some people think they deserve ruling privileges for a number of reasons. Noble birth greeted knowledge, wealth (greater access to education, more experience, have money so may not want more - this is an aristocratic perspective). 
· Aristotle knows that generally, those that claim that they are aristocracies are generally oligarchy
· Thus, it is good to have a mixed form of government. 
· Mostly what you find in a world is a mix of oligarchy and democracy 

Chap 7 part 3

Medieval and early modern aristocracy

Medieval
· Was mostly linked with the monarchical rule at that time.
· They possess sovereignty over many things
· And had many privileges. It is not only about having things that those under you don’t have. It is also extended to protection from and against the king
· They had possessions that the king cannot interfere with.

Aquinas
· Argued that the danger of tyranny is greater in pure aristocracy than monarchy
· Cus they may use their power for selfish reasons
· He was in favor of mix government of monarchy, aristocracy, and democratic elements
· Aristocracy derives its legitimacy from its virtues. 

Florentine writers & Machiavelli 
· Machiavelli, every regime has princely aspects
· Even under the prince, there are people that have a high office. There are people trying to prove themselves ad gain status. 
· Republics are particularly good as they make it possible for natural aristocrats to rise.
· A conventional aristocracy that is decided by birthright may have some advantages to have virtuous qualities cus education and opportunities but Machiavelli says that republics made it so that it is not just people that are born to privilege. People that can earn it, that competition is good.
· Free societies have their princes 
· Likes for societies to have disorder and competition. 
· It's a better way of finding out who deserves princely, aristocratic status. 

James Harrington
· Incorporating the natural aristocracy into civic republican ideas. 
· Monarchy no longer acceptable, no hereditary determinants 

Edmund burke
· Most famous for his reflection on France
· He emphasizes hereditary aristocracy being an important influence on society 
· Bring about stability and security
· Look how the new elite roe and brought in more oppression and destruction
· Associates aristocracy with manners and civility.
· Also complements religions.
· Seems revolutionist as diabolical, say they will bring enlightenment but it is false. 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge
· Non-materiel aspects of aristocracy
· Clerisy: independent section of society made of a clergyman, about fostering intellectual and moral values 

Chateaubriand
· Argued for the restoration of the Bourbons (european dynasty) in France
· The Bourbon Restoration was the period of French history following the first fall of Napoleon
· Chamber of peers is important to balance democratic influences

Constant
· Argues for a hereditary aristocracy inside a liberal monarchy
· Independent of the crown and the people able to forn an intermediary body between the monarch and the electoral assembly able of safe guarding the interest of both
· Monarch and aristocrate are not always in league with each other

J.S. Mill
· Important of secular elites 
· He was wary of democracy
· Tyranny of the majority discourages intellectual and moral experimentation that is necessary for progress and experimentation
· He assigns an educational role to an intellectual elite of society.
· Gov must be at the hands of the enlighten 
· The more elite you are the more votes you have
· Ordinary has one vote
· Unequal distribution of electoral influence is necessary for progress
· This is suppose to temporary 

Friedrich Nietzsche
· He had a critique on the moral basis of modern basis of modern culture
· His ideas were favored by nazis and radical leftist and not by any kind of fascist
· Argued for a kind of aristocracy that promotes an alternative morality directly humans beings take responsibility for realizing their wills.
· About self affirmation
· Criticism of christian morality and humanisml liberalism and socialism.
· Democracy a moral practical disaster but might lead to a new kind of aristocratic elite.
· Elite that would govern their own interest
· Superman, only some can be the elite (ubermensch)
· Population sacrificed for the elite class
· Aristocracy that is actually proudly oligarchy

Mosca, Pareto. Michels
· Elite rule is a universal constant
· It is always the case that elites rule
· They are mot saying that they should but that they do 9emperical claim not a normative one)
· Like what Machiavelli said even in democracies and republics there are princely types.

Lenin
· Revolutionary marxist thinker/ actor/ ruler
· Against spontaneous mass risings on the ground as they would cause aimless destruction instead of effective revolutionary action
· Masses lack unity and direction
· They do not know what they are doing
· We need instead an elite organisation (revolutionary elite) -  a vanguard
· A vanguard distinguished by their attachment to and knowledge of Marxist theory revolutionary transformation
· The masses need this vanguard
· Goal is for the elite party after to be no longer needed
· Only then could they transition to genuine democratic system with human liberation for all.

Chapter 8 part 1

Protagoras and Democratus
· Democracy was worth defending
· Identified democracy  with the realization of personal and collective interests
· Respect the autonomy of the citizens
· They still had leaders and champions
· There are still greater and lesser citizens
· Democracy is identities with freedom
· Still allow aristocrats in society

Plato and Aristotle
· Skeptical of the rule of the many

Aristotle
· A Polity: a large number of citizens are in charge of public business.
· Like a republic system, having a noble citizenry, large homogenous citizens, sharing culture, sharing a sense of belonging, sharing the notion of the common good. 
· A polity: is the natural form of the regime where the many rule. 
· Rule of many not all
· The many are usually poor
· A society of weath is not a society of many
· A society of weath will always be a society of inequality of weath
· Democracy: an unnatural form of the rule of many
· Democracy is when the poor/many rules not for the welln being for the soceitya s a whole but for their own self interest. 
· Justice for aristotle is equality for equals and inequality for unequals. 
· Everyone has different skills (so like they can be equals in somethings but not understand and vise versa) 
· Most version of democracy: a state in which the urban poor supported through texes imposed on toher classes exercise to erect control in a system of grossly self-interested, unrestrained rule.  
· If you are naturally free you should be able to have some part in the government.
· But how much participartions and what forms. 
· Those who feel the affect of a political action, will be the most apporpriate judges of them. 
· True polity is rare
· So-called polity: do ot quite live up to the standards of republicanism 
· So-called polity: do not have a king or an aristocracy
· Most practice form of govemenent is democracy with oligarchy so the vices of each are moderated




