ECH 2310
Mid-term Exam
Autumn 2021

This exam is in two sections. You must answer one question from each section. Each answer should be a minimum of 500 words, and a maximum of 750 words in length. Each answer is worth 50% of the final grade.
Ensure that your answers draw on the course readings as well as the lectures and your own analysis. 
The assignment is due on Brightspace no later than 16:00 on Friday, 5 November.
Late assignments will be penalized 5% per hour. 

Section 1
A. Is Machiavelli more interested in the liberty of the people or the military greatness of the republic? How does he see the relationship between these two political objectives? 

B. Does Hobbes believe that citizens are obligated to go to war if the sovereign orders them to do so? What are the implications of his view for the ability of sovereigns to go to war? 

Section 2
A. Locke famously argues that “Every man has a property in his own person. This nobody has any right to but himself. The labor of his body, and the work of his hands, we many say, are properly his” (today, he might say, “every person”). Does Locke see any limits on what we can legitimately do with our labour? For instance, would he view it as our legitimate right to engage in sex work or prostitution? What strengths, weaknesses, or implications do you find in his views? Are they convincing?

B. Why does Rousseau think it is so important to understand the state of nature “even though it may never have existed”? How does he try to use the idea of the state of nature to develop an understanding of what it means to be human, and to have rights? 
