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Maria Zlotorzynska’s speech, “Supervised Injection Sites: Prejudice Should Not Trump Evidence of Benefit”, uses various argumentative strategies such as evidence, ethical appeal, and definitions to raise concerns regarding governmental decisions that could potentially shut down drug injection facilities under Bill C-65. To start, Zlotorzynska includes definitions in her speech to introduce and explain the basis of her arguments. This is demonstrated in paragraph 2 where Bill C-65 is explained to be “the Respect for Communities Act'' that includes “new requirements to be fulfilled by supervised injection facilities before they can be granted an exemption from the Controlled Drugs and Substance Act.” By stating a clear definition to enhance her points, Zlotorzynska also allows her audience to understand potentially previously unknown key concepts. Another implemented argumentative strategy in this speech is evidence. This is seen when the author states, “The rigorous scientific evaluation of Insite […] support increasing these services as part of a comprehensive response to drug use and its associated harms.” The use of evidence is crucial for this speech since its main point focuses on not letting prejudice overrule evidence. It shows how baseless fear of injection sites have halted their progress despite overwhelming evidence to the contrary. Lastly, the author uses ethical appeal in the last sentence of the speech when she says, “we should not allow the opportunity to do the right thing to pass by again.” The author addresses concerns with Bill C-65 and the threat it poses to supervised injection facilities such as Incite. She concludes by making the readers reflect on their sense of humanity and how they can enable the introduction of bills aimed at criminalizing and punishing individuals who seek refuge in facilities designed solely to protect them.   
 


