ENV1101A: Global Environmental Challenges
Course Syllabus: FALL 2021
________________________________________________________________

Professor:    Dr. Eric Crighton: ENV1101@uottawa.ca  Office Hours: by appointment
	
Teaching Assistants:  	Celeste Digiovanni cdigi084@uottawa.ca
Teagan Gran-Ruaz   tgran005@uottawa.ca
Sammy Onyeama-Asonye sonye089@uottawa.ca
Brandon Pludwinski  bplud075@uottawa.ca
				Savanah Starr Muller smull064@uottawa.ca

Lecture Times: 	Mondays @ 14:30-15:50; Thursdays @ 16:00-17:20	
	Classes will be primarily synchronous, including online lectures and activities, guest lectures, discussions, tests, quizzes and instructions about assignments. Some asynchronous material may also be assigned.

Course Summary:
The principal objective of this course is to introduce students to a range of environmental concepts and issues as they pertain to environmental challenges at global to local scales, and to begin to unravel the complex relationships between the environment and human activity. Major topics that will be covered include environmental sustainability, ecology, human population change, energy, food production and security, sustainable urban development and climate change. These and other topics will be examined using current Canadian and international case studies. While the physical science behind these environmental issues will be explored, the subject matter is mostly approached from a social science perspective.  

Course Objectives:
· To understand the complexities underlying contemporary environmental issues and challenges;
· To examine the significant role humans play in driving environmental change;
· To develop an understanding of modern (Western) environmental thought; and,
· To value the importance of both social and natural sciences in environmental thinking.

Course logistics:
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will be teaching this course fully on-line. While I strongly encourage you to participate in all synchronous activities, I understand that this may not always be possible. To facilitate those who are unable to participate synchronously, I will be video recording and posting all activities for later viewing.  
Please review the detailed week-to-week plan in the Topic Schedule on page 6 of this document. 

Online learning tools:
Zoom:  I will use Zoom for synchronous engagements and real-time discussions.  As per university policy, the live lectures will be recorded and posted on Brightspace. Other contact will consist of mandatory pre-recorded videos/lectures /activities and other material which will be available on Brightspace. To get started, you may wish to review the following short video: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting.   

It is illegal to distribute recordings of a class outside of Brightspace without the permission of all participants. Students may ask that the recording be paused to address something sensitive. It is underlined that all professors’ intellectual property will remain their own.

Brightspace: You will use the ENV1101 Brightspace site to:  
· Access Zoom links for synchronous classes;
· Access all course materials including PowerPoint slides, extra readings, lecture videos, etc;
· Communicate with Professors, TA’s and other students using the Discussion function;
· Complete quizzes using the Quiz function;
· Submit assignments and tests/exams; and,
· Access grades for assignments, tests and quizzes.

Email: If you have questions for the professors or TA’s that are relatively straightforward or personal in nature, please send an email to one of the email addresses listed above (for clarification about assignment instructions or course content, contact the professors. For questions about grading, contact the TA who graded your assignment). If you have questions that are more complex or personal, you can make an appointment with me. Please ask any questions about lectures, readings or assignments that might be relevant to the rest of the class using the Discussion function on Brightspace. I will check Brightspace and respond to questions regularly. If you see a question on Brightspace and know the answer or have an opinion, I encourage you to respond. You may also post any interesting, course relevant news or event items, videos, cartoons or other material here.  
	
NOTE: I will try to answer emails and Discussion questions within 24 hours during weekdays. I will not be available to respond to questions during evenings or weekends.

Required course readings: 
1. Withgott J, Brennan S, Murck B. (2017). Environment: The Science Behind the Stories: 3rd Canadian Edition. Toronto: Pearson Canada. ISBN: 978-0-321-93146-7

	Important information about buying books for this class:

	· The 3rd edition of the Withgott et al. textbook (new, used OR e-text access card) is available at Benjamin Books, 122 Osgoode Street. To purchase an access card remotely, please call 613-232-7495 (more contact info here: https://www.facebook.com/benjamin.books.ottawa). 
· You can access the textbook free online for a trial period of 15 days from the Pearson Canada website.  The bound edition is also available from on-line booksellers. 
· The 2nd edition of the Withgott et al. textbook is much cheaper and available used online. It is mostly the same and just as good – please note that chapter and page numbers differ between editions. I have provided page and chapter equivalencies in the Topic Schedule on page 6. 



You are expected to have read all assigned chapter(s) and other readings before class. You will have an opportunity to ask questions about the lectures and readings during our on-line, synchronous meetings. The Wednesday quiz questions will be drawn from the readings assigned for that week only.

While I will use PowerPoint slides to guide lectures (see Lectures folder in Brightspace), these slides will only provide the major points and not necessarily the details. You will be tested on the details! Slides will be available to students on Brightspace before each class.  

Course assessment and important due dates:
	
	Grade Value
	Due Date (submission)

	Thursday quizzes (4 @ 2.5% each)
	10%
	Thursdays - see Topic Schedule

	Assignment 1: 
	20%
	Sunday Oct. 3rd @ 23:59 

	Mid-term test (synchronous):
	20%
	Thur Oct. 21st (during class time)

	Assignment 2:
	20%
	Sunday Nov. 28th @ 23:59

	Final Exam (take-home)
	30%
	Date TBD



· Assignments: I will discuss the details of each assignment in class. You will submit assignments through Brightspace.  
· Quizzes: You will have 10 minutes to complete a number of multiple-choice questions drawn directly from that week’s readings. You can access the quiz via Brightspace anytime between 8am-4pm Eastern on the quiz date.
· Mid-term test: You will have the class period (Thursday, Oct. 21st @ 16:00-17:20) to complete mid-term test. I will draw material for this test from readings, lectures, guest lectures, discussions, videos and any other material covered in the course in weeks 1-7.   
· Final exam: Covering all material presented over the semester, you will have several days to complete this take-home exam.

NOTE: I will provide detailed information about each assignment, test and exam in a timely manner.  You may write tests, exams and assignments in either French or English. 

Policy on late papers and extensions:
Assignment due dates are final.  I will only grant extensions under extenuating circumstances, with written evidence showing cause for the extension before the due date.  There is a 10% per business day penalty for late assignments. I will not accept assignments after 5 days. Computer crashes, poor time management, corrupt files etc. are not valid reasons for late submissions.

Academic integrity and class etiquette: 
Academic fraud in any form is an offence that I take very seriously.  All students are responsible for adhering to the University of Ottawa’s policy on academic fraud and plagiarism.  The policy, as well as examples of plagiarism, can be consulted at:  http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/kit/plagiarism.php
Plagiarism comes in many forms, including, but not limited to:
· Using an author’s words or ideas without proper reference 
· Failing to put quotation marks around words taken from a source 
· Unauthorized collaboration 
· Falsifying or inventing information or data 
· “Cutting and pasting” from the Internet 
· Submitting an assignment previously submitted elsewhere


Copyright
The material that you receive in each course is protected by copyright and can only be used by you in the context of the course. You need expressed written permission from the professor(s) to share any course material outside the course and its chosen platforms. This includes all recordings. 

Respect in the virtual classroom
We expect you to be respectful in all of your communications with professors, TA’s and fellow students.  Abusive or disrespectful language or behaviour of any kind, on any of the course communication platforms (Brightspace, Zoom, email, etc.), may result in your withdrawal from the course. Please contribute to creating and maintaining a safe and welcoming online space that is conducive to exchange and learning.

Statement on sexual violence
The University of Ottawa does not tolerate any form of sexual violence. Sexual violence refers to any act of a sexual nature committed without consent, such as rape, sexual harassment or online harassment. The University, as well as student and employee associations, offers a full range of resources and services allowing members of our community to receive information and confidential assistance and providing for a procedure to report an incident or make a complaint. For more information, please visit the website: Sexual violence: support and prevention.

Free services available to students:
The Mentoring Centre of the Faculty of Arts offers 1-on-1 virtual meetings with a student-mentor, who can offer support and resources about the University experience (e.g., community life, rules and regulations, learning strategies.). For more information or to schedule a meeting, visit: https://arts.uottawa.ca/en/mentoring 

The SASS (Student Academic Success Service): SASS has many services (http://web.sass.uottawa.ca/).  The Academic GPS online portal provides students with individualized or group support 7 days a week: https://uottawa.saea-tlss.ca/en/academic-gps. The Academic Writing Help Center (AWHC) (http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/) provides support for completing academic writing assignments.  

New since last year! Technical help for students 
Do you need technical help related to our class? Password help? Help with Brightspace? Help uploading an assignment or accessing your exam? Please visit the Virtual Help Desk where tech support is waiting for you. Please visit the Arts Bistro (https://arts.uottawa.ca/en/arts-bistro)
and click on ‘Help Desk’.
Academic Accommodations Service: For students who need adaptive measures
Students who have a disability or functional limitation and who need adaptive measures (changes to the physical setting, arrangements for exams, learning strategies, adaptive technologies, etc.) to progress or participate fully in university life should contact Academic Accommodations Service by:
1. email at adapt@uottawa.ca or by calling at 613-562-5976;
1. logging into the Academic Accommodations Portal (Ventus) and completing the intake form
The Academic Accommodations Service offers services and implements measures to break down barriers to learning for students with physical or mental health issues, visual impairments or blindness, hearing impairments or deafness, permanent or temporary disabilities, or learning disabilities.

Topic Schedule: Winter 2021 (Dates and readings are subject to change)
 
	WEEK
	TOPIC
	Textbook
3rd Edition
	Textbook
2nd Edition

	Sept 9
	Introduction  
	
	

	Sept 13, 16
	Towards a sustainable future 
Coop presentation (Sept 16); Mentoring services presentation
	Ch 1 
Ch 2 (p. 28-32)
	Ch 1

	Sept 20, 23
	Thinking about the environment 
Quiz 1 (Thur Sept 23 – questions based on Ch. 22 in 3rd edition (Ch. 23 in 2nd edition)
	Ch  21 and 22
	Ch 22 and 23

	Sept 27, 30
	Guest presenter, Jonathan Rausseo- Sustainable campus (Mon)
Ecosystems (Thur)
	Ch 3 - Ch 4 (p. 104-115)
	Ch 3- Ch 4 (p. 102-114)

	Oct 4, 7
	Ecosystems cont. (Mon.)
Guest presenter, Chúk Odenigbo (Thur.) 
Assignment 1 (due Sunday Oct 3@ 23:59)
Quiz 2 - based on Ch3-4 readings. (Thur)
	No additional readings
	No additional readings

	Oct 11, 14
	Monday Oct 11th (NO CLASS – Happy Thanksgiving!)
Human population: How many is too many?  
	Ch 6
	Ch 6

	Oct 18, 21
	Human population (continued)
Mid-term test (Thur, Oct 21, during class time)
	No additional readings
	No additional readings

	Oct 25, 28
	Study week – no class

	Nov 1, 4
	Soils, food production & food security 
	Ch 7 (p. 180-3 &192-203)
Ch 8
	Ch 7 (p.181-5 & 190-204)
Ch 8

	Nov 8, 11
	Energy and energy transitions
Guest presenter, Janice Ashworth – Renewable Energy
Quiz 3 (Thur)
	Ch 15 (p. 490-95) 
Ch 16
	Ch 16 (p. 506-15) 
Ch 17

	Nov 15, 18
	The urban environment: creating livable cities 
	Download text from Brightspace
	Ch 20 

	Nov 22, 25
	A changing climate
Quiz 4 (Thur)
	Ch 14
	Ch 15

	Nov 29, Dec 2
	A changing climate 
Assignment 2 (Sun Nov. 28th @ 23:59)
	Ch 14
	Ch 15

	Dec 6
	Summary and review  
	No additional readings
	No additional readings

	Dec 15
	FINAL EXAM (take home): release date = Dec. 8; due date = 15 
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