· Participant or non-participant 
· Participant become full members of the group
· Non participant do not become a member of the group ask and get permission to 
· Overt or covert
· overt know they are being observed
· covert, researcher is hidden and does not reveal their intentions 
· Structured or unstructured
· Structured systematically looking for something and every time one sees it is recorded
· Unstructured everything is considered relevant later on one can distinguish what is important or unimportant
Field research
· Behaviour occurs in a natural situation 
· Primary goal
· What the activities mean to the people engaged in them
· Mental institutions admitted, gets to get information, tells of what goes down from and “insider” view 
· Characteristics
· Direct observation in a natural situation
· Not unusual for someone to live in the setting that they are researching 
· Don’t have to live with themspend a lot of time observing
· Perceptions can be different from your own observations
· Some people might not be willing to fill out a survey
Complete participant
· Covert, active participant
· Deceiving
· May not be able to have access to all information can’t go nosing around etc. 
· May have better luck with a researcher status
· Pretended to want to be like them, depends 	
· Risky
Participant as observer
· Participating fully with the group but they also know that you are doing research 
· May lose critical effect from them knowing that you are observing them
Observer as participant
· Know that you are observing 
· Greater access to information than a public forum 
Advantages of field research
· Being able to observe it from first person face validity not losing anything in perception 
· Maybe things do matter, can see if there are any other e 
· May get information other people may not be willing to give
Limitations of field research
· Must take it as it is, can’t manipulate 
· Limited to the number of cases one can study 
· Not necessarily accessible for observation 
· May get information that is not generalizable 
· Validity problems
· Take lots of notes things that seem unimportant at the time may become important  afterwards
· Go back to people you observe is this what was going on? To the people participating 
· Preparing  the field, it might be easier if you have the support monetary, and name 
· Maintain access, not 
· Need to be able to get people back on track But are observing more than anything
· Once you have access to the field it is much less difficult 

· Identify patterns and themes
Review 
· Notion of science systematic, controlled, empirical, and critical investigation 
· E.g... Married women with children have less free time than married men with free children
· How we know things
· Political analysts for all kinds of reasons
· Want to understand and participate in the evolution of knowledge 
· Types of political analysis
· Shirt from normative to empirical
· From how it ought to be to explanation of political phenomena
· Focus on empirical what we can observe and count
· Standard science model if you can’t measure it than it won’t be part of the data, positivist, understanding that the world is independent from us
· Questions are usually what or why question
· Interpretive model- observing what things mean to the people who do/say them
· Post positivist method
· Argues that everything is subject to our interpretation, out there as a result of our interpretation 
· No such thing as complete subjectivity, everything is subject to our own subjectivity 
· Validity how true the recording is according to the people we are studying 
· Find out what cause effect relationships which are out there 
· Not entirely objective
· Tenets of the scientific method
· Patterns, relationships, 
· Verification based on observations
· Reference to the observation that can be observed by others as well
· Technique reputability, 
· Be able to repeat our research in every single step and get the same results 
· Process knowledge comes after the scientific acquisition of the knowledge
· Interpretive model
· Not just what the behaviour is, why is it these things people attach to actions, speech etc.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Substance to precede technique
· Think about the question and then what we are doing with it
· Collection of data quantative: something that one can count
· Use data to make generalizations
· Large number of cases and 
· Depending on kind of data, theory, 
· Quantatitive coming up with hypothesis after acquiring research 
· Quantatitive specific experimental methodology
· Researcher in quantitative researcher is much more involved 
· Quantitative generalization
· Argumentation 
· Assumptions, evidence, train of thought, 
· Based on causes, generalization, analogy
· Idiopathic models of explanation
· Nomothetic
· Most important factors concentrated for
· May not be perfect but you can understand it better
· Probabilistic arguments 
· Must make sure that the subject being studied is not due to a third variable 
· Elements of generalizations 
· Have a major premise
· Minor premise a few things to illustrate why major premise is correct
· Inductive, come from generalization and prove it, or deductive, come from a lot of things to make a generalization 
· The hypothesis
· Used with an explanatory research project
· Asserts a causal relationship between two concepts 
· Consists of an independent and dependent variable 
· Variables depend on the question
· Defining the concepts and variables
· Concept name given to a certain phenomenon
· Variable how one is going to measure this
· From concept to measurement identifying specific variables  operationalizing 
· Nominal definitions understanding of a particular concept dictionary, from talking to people, 
· Operational definitions must be specific to how the variables are going to be measured, what, how, and 
· Why are you researching
· Lit review, establishing the basis of research, why it is important
· How will this be done 
· Sampling 
·  Population, unit of analysis, sample 
· Types probability non probability
· Simple random sample, systematic sample, stratified random sample, cluster sample 
· Sample size, diverse population (bigger sample size) cost, etc.
· Concept to measurement 
· Levels of measurement
· Nominal, ordinal, interval
· Reliability consistency and stability of measurement
· If this changes from one measure to another it is probably not correct
· Validity 
· Capturing what you want to 
· Same every time not measuring what you want it to 
· Getting at the concept that you want to be getting at 
· Focus groups semi structured
· Mostly exploratory 
· Content analysis steps
· case study 
