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SOCI 1002 E
Foundations of Sociology

Week 12: Review

· Study of twelve substantive topics: 
· Sociological theory
· Research methods
· Culture
· Socialization and social interaction
· Class, power and work
· Race and ethnicity
· Gender and sexual orientation
· Groups and organizations and social movements

Introduction to Sociology
· Sociology: study of the “social” and its enabling and constraining influence.
· Sociology is an elastic discipline.
· Sociological perspective: thinking sociologically when we realize how the general categories where we happen to fall shape our particular life experiences.
· Sociological imagination: stresses the social context in which people live and how these contexts influence their lives. It is a sociological vision – a way of looking at the world that allows links between the apparently private problems of the individual and important social issues. “How are people influenced by their society?”
· The social: elements that constitute the social affect our: opinions, values, beliefs, knowledge, habits, tastes, desires and dreams.
· Sociology is useful: views our own society as an outsider rather than only from the perspective of personal experiences and cultural biases.
· The compass “did you know that?”; the lenses “had you thought of it like this?” and the snowflake “we are unique”.

Foundations of Sociology
· Sociology and common sense – 4 concepts
· Social structure – micro and macro
· Relationship between theory, research and values
· Four major theoretical traditions – do not need to know history, instead know how they ask different questions
· Approaching theory

Practice of Sociology
· Four ways of social research
· Role of experience, perception and filtering in scientific research
· Research cycle
· Operationalization

Culture
· Culture definition
· Culture and judgment (ethnocentrism vs relativism)
· Culture and language (Wade Davis talk on culture and ethnosphere)
· Culture and power
· Multiculturalism

Socialization and Social Interaction
· Socialization and formations of self
· Agents of socialization – there are four
· Structure of social interaction – statuses, roles and norms
· Study of social interaction
· Sociology of emotions and body languages

Class, Power and Work
· Income inequality and poverty in Canada
· Social stratification and social mobility
· Noneconomic dimensions of inequality
· Work, jobs and the economy
· Corporations, markets and future of work

Race and Ethnicity
· Rankism
· Social construction of race and ethnicity in Canada
· Racism, prejudice and discrimination
· Future of race and ethnicity in Canada
· Movie – between: living in the hyphen

Gender and Sexual Orientation
· Gender, gender identity and gender socialization
· Gendered institutions and earning gap
· Women’s movement in Canada
· Sexual orientation and growing up GLB
· Homophobia and heteronormativity

Groups and Organizations
· Social groups
· Communities, social networks and organizations
· Bureaucracies and McDonaldization
· Network organizations
· Social impact of groups on individuals

Social Movements
· Social movement broad definition
· Types of social movements
· Claims making and frame alignment
· Explaining social movements
· Stages in social movements

Exam
· 40 multiple choice – 5 from lecture material before midterm, 21 from lecture material after midterm, 14 from texts and supplements after midterm (20%)
· 21 questions = 3 questions x 7 topics (class + power, work + economy, race + ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, groups + organizations, social movement)
· 2 short answers (out of a choice of 4) (5%)
· 1 essay question (max length: 1 booklet) (10%)
· Introduction, conclusion, write enough to answer all of the topics with enough detail (rule of thumb, half of the exam booklet)
· Student is allowed to bring one 8.5 by 11 double-sided handwritten sheet of notes to the exam – those cheat sheets should have your names and student number on them and will be turned in along with the exam.

Bonus Assignment
· Two page (double-spaced) summary of this twelve week course, Intro to Sociology
· Digital copy by Dec 20th, to coordinators on WebCT
