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SOCI 1002 E
Foundations of Sociology

Week 11: Social Movements

· Women Rights Movement (Right to Vote 1919), Civil Rights Movement (1960s), Gay Rights Movement (1980s)
· Collective behaviour: voluntary, often spontaneous activity that is engaged in by a large number of people and typically violates dominant group norms and values.
· Routine: collective actions tend to be nonviolent and follow established patterns of behaviour in bureaucratic social structures.
· Non-routine: collective action tends to be short-lived and sometimes violent (mobs, riot, panics).
· Collective action can result in creation of one or more formal organizations to direct and further aims of its members.
· Institutionalization of protest signifies establishment of a social movement.
· For social movements to grow, members must make goals and consistent with interest, beliefs, values.
· Social movements were typically small, localized and violent.
· Subsequent growth of the state led to changes in social movements, including:
· Growing in size (partly due to increased modes of communication, social settings).
· Becoming less violent (size and organization often allowed movements to become sufficiently powerful to get their way without frequently resorting to extreme measures).
· Civil citizenship: 18th century struggle for right to free speech, freedom of religion and justice before the law.
· Political citizenship: late 19th century/early 20th century struggle for right to vote and run for office.
· Social citizenship: 20th century struggle for right to certain level of economic security and full participation in social life of country.
· Universal citizenship: 20th century struggle to recognize right of marginal groups to full citizenship and rights of humanity as a whole.

Social Movements
· Social movement: organized activity that encourages or discourages social change.
· Social movements are about an issue, big or small, seeking to encourage or discourage change in regards to this issue. The broader the issue the larger the group, the more defined issue the smaller the group.
· Social movements are one of the most important collective behaviour because they often have lasting effects on the shape of our society.
· Subcultures and countercultures found in industrial and post-industrial societies encourage social movements.
· Public issues are likely to give rise to social movements.

Types of Social Movements
· Who is changed? Some movements target selected people, others try to change everyone.
· How much change? Limited change or radical transformation.

	Specific individuals, limited change
Alternative social movements: least threatening because they seek limited change and a narrow segment of the population (Planned Parenthood).
	Specific individuals, radical change
Redemptive social movements: selective focus but with large change (Alcoholic Anonymous).

	Everyone, limited change
Reformative social movements: generally work with existing political system. They can be progressive or reactionary (Abortion/Anti-Abortion movement in Canada).
	Everyone, radical change
Revolutionary social movements: most extreme, seek basic transformation of society. They reject existing social institutions as flawed (nationalist movement in Quebec).



· Typology: classification of types (types of social movements), there are ideal types (types that fit perfectly in the categories) and type-breaking (can argue different/two categories).

Claims Making
· Center for Disease Control and Prevention began to track a strange disease that was killing people, most of them homosexual men:
·  Little public attention and few stories in the mass media.
· About 5 years later, the public became aware of the rising number of deaths and begin to think of the disease as a serious threat.
· Became known as acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS).
· Claims making: change in public thinking (ex: AIDS), process of trying to convince the public and public officials of the importance of joining a social movement to address a particular issue.
· For a social movement to form, some issue has to be defined as a problem that demands public attention.
· Frame alignment: recruitment of new members or gaining support from a wider public.
· Reaching out: to other organizations believed to contain people sympathetic to their movement’s cause.
· Stressing popular values: values that are common with the movement.
· Because social movements are long lasting and intentional, sociologists find this type of collective behaviour easier to explain than brief episodes of mob behaviour. Several theories to explain social movements have gained importance.
1. Relative deprivation theory: individuals in relative deprivation are more likely to seek social change.
2. Value added theory: looks at necessary conditions for formation of social movements.
3. Resource mobilization theory: looks at how social movements gather, trade and use resources.
4. Social construction theory: focuses on frames analysis
5. New social movement theory: looks at actions based in politics, ideology and culture.

Stages in Social Movements
· Despite many differences that set one social movement apart from another, all unfold in roughly the same way.
· (1) Emergence: social movements are driven by the perception that all is not well. Some such as the civil rights and women’s movements are born of widespread dissatisfaction.
· (2) Coalescence: after emerging, social movement must define itself clearly and develop a strategy for “going public”. They must form alliances, collect resources etc.
· (3) Bureaucratization: to become an established political force, a social movement must assume bureaucratic traits (NGOs for example). Becomes routinized, relying on a more capable staff.
· (4) Decline: eventually, most social movements lose their influence (doesn’t suggest it is completely finished). Declines because:
· Success
· Failure due to organizational weakness or internal struggle
· Co-optation of leaders
· Repression
· Social movements continue to shape our way of life
