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SOCI 1002 E
Foundations of Sociology

Week 9: Gender and Sexual Orientation

Gender
· Sociologists use ‘sex’ and ‘gender’ to distinguish biological sex identity from learned gender roles.
· A person is born male or female (or some combination, i.e. hermaphrodite) but becoming a man or woman is by social and cultural expectations of men’s and women’s behavior, attitudes and physical appearance.
· Sex: born with male/female genitals and released male or female hormones to stimulate development of your reproductive system.
· Gender: sense of being male/female and playing masculine/feminine roles that are appropriate by culture and society.
· Transgendered: people break society’s gender norms by defying the rigid distinction between the genders.
· Transsexuals: believe they were born with the “wrong” body. They identify want to live fully as members of the “opposite” sex.
· Essentialism: School of thought that views gender differences as reflection of biological differences between women and men.
· Ignores historical and cultural variability of gender.
· Tends to generalize from the average, ignoring variations within gender groups.
· Little or no evidence that directly supports essentialists’ major claims.
· Ignores the role of power.
· Social constructionism: Regards gender differences as constructed by social structure and culture.
· Conflict and feminist perspectives reflect social constructionism.
· Suggests natural features of life, such as gender, are sustained by social processes that vary both historically and culturally.
· Also is reflected in symbolic interactionism, which focuses on way people attach meaning to things.
· Gender Identity: one’s definition of oneself as a woman/man.  
· Self-concept
· Shapes our expectations for ourselves
· Abilities and Interests
· How we interact with others
· Gender socialization: learn the expectations according to their sex.
· Parents: Physical contact, compliments, toys.
· Peers: How children play with one another.
· School: Teachers, books, class experience.
· Mass Media: How women and men are portrayed in terms of occupations and roles, main characters, cultural ideal of womanhood and manhood.

Male Aggressiveness
· Intimate Partner Violence (6% of Canadian women in 2004 through victimization survey, down from 12% in 1993).
· Sexual Assault (85% of sexual assault of women are by men they know).
· Sexual Harassment.
· Quid pro quo (when sexual threats or bribery are made a condition of employment decisions).
· Hostile environment (involves sexual jokes, comments, and touching that interferes).

Gender Institutions
· Patriarchy: Refers to society in which men have power over women.
· Gendered Institutions: when entire institutions are patterned by gender.
· Stereotypical expectations
· Interpersonal relationships
· The division of labor along lines of gender
· The images and symbols that support these divisions
· The different placement of men and women in social, economic, and political hierarchies of institutions.
· Earnings gap: between men and women is one of most important expressions of gender inequality today. Women earn less than men do at every level of education.
· Overt Discrimination: Sexism – Discrimination on the basis of sex and gender.
· Gender Socialization/Gender Segregation: refers to the distribution of men and women in different jobs in the labour force.
· Second Shift: Even though many men are more involved in housework and childcare than has been true in the past, most of this work still falls on women.
· Feminism:  the movement for social, political, and economic equality of men and women. Public opinion polls confirm that when people are given this definition, 67 percent say they agree with feminism. 
· One indicator of progress of women is Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM).
· Is computed by United Nations and is based on the following:
· Women’s share of seats in Parliament
· Women’s share of administrative, managerial, professional, and technical jobs
· Women’s earning power
· Score of 1 indicates equality with men on these dimensions
· In 2004, Canada ranked 10th with GEM score of .81
· In 2009, Canada ranked 12th with GEM score of .83

Sexual Orientation
· Sexual orientation: gender(s) that a person is attracted to emotionally, physically, sexually, and romantically.
· Heterosexuals: attracted to members of the other sex.
· Homosexuals: attracted to members of the same sex.
· Bisexuals: attracted to both sexes.
· Word ‘gay’ often refers to a male homosexual, while word ‘lesbian’ often refers to a female homosexual.
· Each of these contributes to a person’s sexual orientation:
· Sexual behavior
· Sexual fantasies
· Emotional attachments
· Sexual self-concepts
· What is homosexual?
· Either heterosexual or homosexual person.
· Kinsey and his continuum based on behavior (from exclusively heterosexual to exclusively homosexual).
· Klein and his sexual orientation grid (sexual attraction, sexual behavior, sexual fantasies, emotional preference, social preference, self-identification, and heterosexual/homosexual lifestyle).
· Also looking at past, present and ideal conditions.
· Different sexual orientations because:
· Biological Theories
· Developmental Theories
· Behaviorist Theories
· Sociological Theories
· Interactional Theory
· Growing Up GLB: not fitting in the heteronormative script.
· Coming Out: the process of establishing a personal self-identity and communicating it to others:
· Usually involves various stages:  1) Identity Confusion, 2) Identity Comparison, 3) Identity Tolerance, 4) Identity Acceptance, 5) Identity Pride and 6) Identity Synthesis
· GLB youth with a positive coming-out experience have higher self-confidence, lower rates of depression, better psychological adjustments.
· Parental rejection during coming-out process is a major health risk.
· Looking for Partners
· Same-Sex Couples
· Gay and Lesbian Sexuality
· Gay and Lesbian Parents
· Gay and Lesbian Seniors
· Heteronormativity: holds that heterosexuality is the normal sexual orientation. It also assumes the alignment of biological sex, gender identity and gender roles.
· GLB youth are also likely to experience:
· Higher levels of stigmatization and discrimination
· Higher level of depression
· Effects of Stigma: GLB youth more likely to think about and to commit suicide:
· Between 29% to 42% have attempted it (compared to estimated rates of 7% to 13% among high school students in general).
· Stigma slowly changing: Scientific rationale supported belief in normality of sexual diversity (e.g., Kinsey studies in 1940s) 
· Stigma slowly changing: Political legitimation of homosexual and sexual diversity that arose out of organized gay and lesbian demonstrations, parades, and political pressure groups
· Also higher rates of substance abuse and alcohol-related problems, homelessness and risk of harassment.
· Those who believe sexual orientation is chosen are found to be less accepting and tolerant than those who believe sexual orientation is something one is born with.
· Opposition to homosexuality can take various forms:
· Resistance to political change (i.e. equality rights).
· Physically attacking or threatening those thought to be homosexual.
· Anti-gay and anti-lesbian name calling (i.e. various expressions of anti-gay sentiment, known as “gay bashing”).
· Many terms have been proposed to describe the negative, often violent, reactions of many people toward homosexuality.
· Homophobia: most famous term and means fear of homosexuals.
· The issue is clearly not just fear, but prejudice and discrimination.
· Law: Homosexuality was decriminalized in 1969, Sexual orientation added to Canadian Human Rights Act in 1996, Same-sex couples benefit recognized by legislation in 2000, Same-sex marriage formally turned into law in 2005.
· The Media: The increasing amount of depictions of GLBs in popular culture has been a key element in its increasing acceptance.
· Education: an important element is information and raising awareness, especially in schools.
