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Intersectionality reflection

What does Crenshaw mean when she writes “intersectionality was lived a reality before it became a term” (p.57)

What Crenshaw meant when writing “intersectionality was lived a reality before it became a term” she was talking about issues that were arising for nearly three decades, especially colored people that were facing issues in their daily life but yet no one chose to acknowledge them. An example of intersectionality occurring in a black women’s life was in 1976, Emma DeGraffenreid who sued a company for discrimination, and how they split the company based on race and gender. According to the plaintiff women were welcomed to apply for some of the jobs and men were welcomed to apply to some of the jobs. This is where the problem occurred, the black jobs were for men to work on the floor of the factory and the women were for whites where they are hired to work as a secretary. A black woman wasn’t appropriate for any job. The court dismissed her  case because black women are not allowed to combine their gender and race into one, because it would give her a double advantage , more preferential treatment whereas black men and white woman only have one advantage .It is in situations like these where black women didn’t get the justice they deserved, because there is a crack in the law that no one encountered and decided to dismiss it . The law was only willing to give justice to Emma if she faced one issue but since it was two issues intersecting at once, the law ignores it.


What do you think are some of the consequences of not acknowledging intersectionality?

 Our lack of knowledge has caused misinterpretation of what intersectionality truly is; some people think its theoretical thinking its “all talk” no action.  Yet, racial equality has been an issue since the period of when slavery started but yet no one is realizing it. Everyone is just blaming the voices that talk about these issues, yet no one is actually supporting or locating where the problem is. Since people can’t manage to see a problem you can’t fix it together therefore a solution is hard to find. The less visible members have to wait for decision makers, or leaders to see their struggle or what they’re going through to talk about it.

How might intersectionality be relevant to understanding your own experiences, identities, and social locations?

Intersectionality is relevant to understanding my own experiences when I was visiting Srilanka my native land which is controlled by Sinhalese people.  My sister was trying to get a job, but it was hard. Not only was she a woman but since she was Tamil, she wouldn’t get the job or if she did, she would be getting paid so little compared to Sinhalese men and women. Sinhalese people don’t look up to Tamils, they look down treating them as slaves. Tamils never got any justice because the government are all Sinhalese people and bringing up intersectionality issues to the court would just be dismissed, discriminations that Tamils faced would just be dismissed and no one can bring it up due to the government always siding with the Sinhalese.  Certain social locations that come in this situation is ethnicity, gender, language and heritage and history. 
