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·  Respond to all four of the questions below; do not create another document to respond to the exam questions. 

·  Submit your responses only as a Word document in the Dropbox on Moodle by the deadline (i.e., only save the document in Word); no late submissions will be accepted (except for students receiving Access services). Late submissions, even by a few seconds, will receive automatic zeros – this is a final exam and codes apply to this format of delivery as well. 

·  Note that any responses that appear similar amongst students will all receive zeros. Therefore, do not reach out to others and if someone reaches out to you, simply do not respond! 

·  Please do not consult your notes or other sources; these are reflective questions for which looking up answers would simply waste the time you are given. 

·  Please email me any questions you may have in the course of the exam. If I do not answer you right away, it is because I am already answering other students. I will respond in order of receipt of questions.

·  The exam is out of 43 marks + 1 bonus mark. Good Luck!
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1. Imagine that you are designing a series of five workshops for parents of preschoolers (i.e., children who are 5-years-old and younger). The goal of the workshops is to discuss how parents can best promote children’s development across any three different areas of development of your choice (e.g., cognitive, language, social-emotional, self, and moral). Describe the three specific things you would teach parents (3 marks), drawing links to both theories (3 marks) and topics (3 marks) discussed in the course.

2. A large body of research supports infancy (i.e., birth-2 years) setting the stage for healthy development later in life (toddlerhood onward). According to your knowledge gained in this course, explain how early life experiences can affect later development in various domains (e.g., cognitive, language, social-emotional, self, and moral). Use both theories (3 marks) and class material (3 marks) to support your arguments. Your answer must touch upon three out of the five areas of children’s development to make your case (3 marks). 

3. Part A: Understanding child development is extremely important for teachers. Discuss three ways in which an educator’s understanding of child development can inform their teaching in the elementary-level classroom (Grades 1-6). Your discussions should draw on both theories (3 marks) and topics (3 marks) discussed in this course, and should cover three different domains of development discussed in the course (i.e., cognitive, language, social-emotional, self, and moral; 3 marks).

Part B: There are three underlying issues in the study of children’s development that teachers need to learn about: 
a) The source of development (nature versus nurture)
b) The shape of development (continuity versus discontinuity)
c) The course of development (one path versus many paths) 

Pick any one of these three issues. Using both theories (2 marks) and discussions of class material (2 marks), provide supports for both sides of the issue (e.g., provide support using theories and class material for development taking one path and provide equal support for development taking many paths). In addition, provide your own personal opinion regarding which side of the issue teachers should adopt and support your opinion (e.g., teachers should adopt a one path of development perspective because …. I support this view based on ….; 2 marks). 

4. Our life experiences play a role in our understanding and perceptions of the world. In terms of children’s development, our views are often influenced by our beliefs, values, and experiences. Considering this, and reflecting upon the different theories of child development discussed in this course (i.e., psychoanalytic, behavioural, sociocultural, ecological, etc.), identify the theory you most support and the theory you least support (2 marks). Describe the two theories (4 marks) and justify your choices by discussing two examples from your own life (4 marks). 



Bonus: Write a minimum of one 4-word sentence using a Kindergartner’s level of invented spelling. The topic should be about the most important subject in child development according to you (1 mark). 










