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Lecture 1:

HIS/CLA2101 LECTURE 1 
 
Sep. 9, 2020
 
Course outline
 
·       Begins with the beginning of ancient Greek history. 
·       We don’t get to famous episodes of Greek history. 
·       Homework: assigned readings from textbook and Brightspace along with practice questions once a week. 
·       There will be 40 topics in this course. 
·       Dates to remember: midterm is on October 14th, 1h05 minutes. Somewhat after 8:05, we’ll meet in class for another hour. 
·       Class participation is tied with class discussions. Based on answering practice questions. 
·       Herodotus: He came from Greek city Halicarnassus but lived mostly in Athens after travelling around the known world. Produced the first book of written history, the longest book in Greek. 
·       Testing: accessed through Brightspace. Stuff on Brightspace is fair game for exam. 
·       Lectures are not recorded, hold onto midterm and exam until end of January. No spy cam!!!!!!
·       Responsible to read the textbook. On the exam, there will be questions based on textbook. 
·       2 paragraphs at least for the practice questions. 
·       There will be vocabulary in course content. 
 
The land of Greece, Lecture 1:
 
·       The Greek mainland is a peninsula. Ancient Greece corresponds to modern Greece, largely. There is continuity between what was ancient Greece and what is Greece today. 
·       The large map suggests connection between the Greeks and their neighbours, facilitated by sea travel. Greece has a lot of oceans. 
·       The Italy boot kicks the triangular Sicily. 
·       Southern Italy is important for the Greeks because of its farmland. Sicily becomes part of the Greek world.
·       The Carthegenians and PHOENICIANS ARE enemies of Greece on Sicily. 
·       Across the seas, there is Asia minor, taken from Ausia Minor (lesser Asia)  it’s a spur of Asia. This is known today as the Middle East (Syria, Mesopotamia)
·       Asia begins with Asia minor, modern Turkey. It could be Anatolia, Turkey, or Asia Minor
·       Between Greece and Asian minor there is the Aegean Sea. 
·       The islands on Aegean Sea helped connection as you could hop from island to island. 
·       The long island is Crete, part of Greece today like ancient times. 
·       Rhodes is another island (Colossus of Rhodes).
·       The Green ribbon of the Nile shows Egypt. From Creek to Egypt, there is 400 miles/ 640 km. This represents around 5-7 days of sea sailing done by experts. It was possible to communicate between Crete and Egypt. 
·       Greeks are humble, primitive people. They know whom to copy, such as the accomplished Egyptians of the middle kingdom. 
·       Cyprus is another island. In ancient times, it was divided between Phoenicians and Greeks. It was a stepping stone between east and west. It points towards the coast of Syria.  Cyprus is an Eastern outpost of the Greeks in ancient times and 70 miles away, Asia begins. This creates a continuity between Greek world and the kingdoms of Lebanon, Syria, and Mesopotamia. 
·       There are two rivers converging into one, they are the Tigris and Euphrates. The two rivers of Mesopotamia/Iraq. 
·       Mesopotamia is an advanced place. In ancient times, Mesopotamia was a seabed of civilization (inventions of loom, plough, wheel).
·       Greeks were receiving technology from as far as Mesopotamia.
·       East of modern Iraq is modern Iran/Persia. There was not much connection between Persia and the Greeks since Persia was too far away. However, Persia will conquer westward towards Greece.
·       Persia eventually becomes the greatest empire with the greatest army. But Greeks were able to defend against Persians.
·       Greeks were clever copycats. Like Plato says, “Whenever the Greeks copy anything from foreigners, they inevitably bring it to a higher perfection”.
 
Two basic geographic features of Greece: Mountains and the sea. 
 
·       The mountains are the southern spur of the Balkan spur. These are the mountains in Serbia and Bulgaria. 
·       The mountain chain continues under water, and the mountain tops constitute the islands. The islands are mountain tops sticking through the ocean. It is a remarkably continuous chain of mountains. 
·       Crete is the largest of native islands. 
·       Kios, Samos, Rhodes, Lesbos are all islands. Delos is close to Nikanos. Naxos.
·       The Aegean Sea = the Greek sea. 
·       The name “Aegean” –
o   From the Greek word aigis, meaning “storm”
o   Or from the name Aegeus (Greek Aigeus). Aegeus was a mythical king of Athens who supposedly committed suicide by leaping into the sea near Athens. He committed suicide because he thinks that his son Theseus is dead. 
·       The mountains deprive Greece of farmland. Greece has fertile soil, but it is not common (20% of Greece is good farmable, 10% is marginal farmland). 
·       Good farmland is found in the valleys. Ancient Greeks worried about starving to death. 
·       This promotes war and tribalism. 
·       The mountains tended to divide Greece into localities. It compartmentalizes the Greeks into one valley or another. They created a compartmentalized Greece into many local places.
·       Many local places will group around one city. The Greeks will organize themselves into a patchwork of dozens of local little cities. Each city was a country. 
·       It wasn’t like Ottawa and Toronto, ancient Greece, if you were an Athenian and you traveled to Corinth, you were in a foreign country. You were not a citizen and you had a host who would vouch for you. 
·       Native to mainland Greece, there were 70 cities. With expansion, the number increased to 200 cities, each of which was its own country. 
·       Greek word: polis
·       - meaning: “city-state”
·       -plural: poleis
·       In ancient Greece, every major city was its own country: for example, Athens and Corinth were “foreign countries” to each other. 
·       There was no political nation of Greece-just the disunified Greek poleis, numbering about 70 to 200 (depending on historical era).
·       Disunity = lack of unity. The quality of being torn by dissension. The story of Ancient Greece is a tragic story of disunity. 
·       All these Greek city states were scared of each other. There were alliances, but the basic story is one of fear and distrust, especially with city states that are neighbours and that compete for resources like water and farmland. 
·       A farming plane would cause wars and hostility between neighbouring states. The medium of disunity was organization of dozens of local city states. 
·       Mountains form a rough peak in the middle of the Peninsula, creating a wall of mountains. The Greek summer is hot and dry, and it almost never rains. But there can be rain in winter, where the weather comes from the West, reaching the mountains. It is then blocked by the spine of mountains. So most of the rain is dumped on the West coast of Greece and so it has farmland that is more fertile.
·       Corfu gets 45 inches of rain a year, but Athens gets 15 inches of rain. The scant rainfall in winter in the East is another challenge to Greek unity and prosperity. The city states were competing in conditions where farmland and rainwater was scarce. The Eastern part was where most important cities where due to better harbors. 
·       Mount Olympus, home of the gods. Local mountains could be home of a god. In ancient times, the mountains were forested abundantly. One resource that they offered was timber for building woodwork. 
·       Mountains also had limestone, contributing to Greek miracles. The limestone has a secondary form, called marble. 
·       Natural resources in the ancient Greek mountains
o   Timber
o   Limestone/marble  used for building and sculptures
o   Some mineral wealth: iron ore, copper ore, silver ore in certain parts of Greece
·       Two effects of ground-limestone-
o   Caves
o   The loss of fallen rainwater
·       Limestone is soft, which plays a role in the natural world. It could be carved into shapes by underground water passages and effects of rainwater. 
·       Side effect of limestone is the creation of caves and so Ancient Greece had important caves that were religiously important. 
·       There were caves because the ground stone in Greece is often limestone.
·       Limestone in the mountains allowed rainwater to seep vertically down from the surface. It does not promote puddling but drainage of falling rainwater underground.
·       Limestones in the mountains means that melting snow in the springtime won’t have a chance to pond on the surface, seeping down into the ground. This means that the mountains of Greece don’t have spring runoffs meaning that Greece does not have big or many rivers, lakes, or ponds. 
·       Rivers in Greece are small and dry up in summer. Greeks needed these rivers due to little water. 
·       This geological effect of limestone added to Greece’s water supply problems. 
 
Crops of ancient Greece
 
·       Crops had to be able to survive, or to avoid, the dry, brutal Greek summer.
·       Grain (=barley and wheat)  more barley than wheat. Used exclusively to make bread or porridge. Barley was easy to grow but it doesn’t taste as good as wheat. Wheat was favourite, barley more accessible. 
o   Note not corn if corn means “maize, corn-on-the-cob”. In England, “corn” means wheat. 
·       Olives
·       Grapes
·       Certain other fruit trees: figs, pears, pomegranates
·       Legumes: beans, peas, chickpeas
 
 
Harvest and grain:
 
·       In Canada, there is a huge wheat crop. The grain is planted in April/May and is harvested in September. 
·       In ancient Greece, this notion is ridiculous. You couldn’t put seeds in spring because summer would kill them. For us, winter is a brutal season but for them, it is summer. So each seeks to avoid the season.
·       In Greece, seeds are sown in October and germinate through the winter. Winter in Greece is like mid-April in Ottawa. Lots of rain, some snow, and uncomfortable weather.
·       This means that the grain can grow comfortably in Greece all winter. By May, the barley is ready to be harvested and by June, the wheat is harvested. 
·       The grain harvest in ancient Greece was therefore may and June. This plays a role in military affairs.
·       Most soldiers were farmers and didn’t want out on campaign during the harvest or during the sowing. There was a huge disadvantage for city states that campaign during these times due to loss of harvest.
·       Only Sparta would not mind campaigning any time of the year. Because in Sparta, soldiers were not farmers, they were professionals. They drilled all year round.
·       In Sparta, the helots slave did the farming.
·       The V is the letter L.
·       Olives were important because of Athena, patron goddess of olives who gave a tree to Athens, famous for olive products and crops. This was a prime export of the Athenian economy.
·       Why olives? Because it produces oil, which allows lamps and other things. Sesame oil, walnut oil, pine tree oil, palm tree oil, could burn in a lamp. 
·       Olives were the source of oil, important for lamp fuel and cooking, food dressing, and as a soap. 
·       You pour olive oil on yourself and scrape it off. 
·       Grapes made wine, which was also profitable and attractive. 
·       Wine and olive oil were attractive to everyone and were sources of pride and important local economies.
·       Athens was famous for wine and olive oil. 
·       These were important for both local and abroad trade. 
·       Each of these foods were associated with a god. 
 
Some of the ancient Greek locales known for producing good wine were: 
 
Athens
Chios
Euboea
Lesbos
Naxos
Rhodes
Thasos
 
Grape vines flourish in heat, on sloping ground and in clays soils- all of which Greece possesses.
 
·       They did not invent wine, but perfected the production of wine in ancient times, giving them an important trading item for use with other peoples. 
·       The François vase was made in Athens, magnificently painted. 
o   Boar hunt of Kallodol. Chariot race. 
·       Greeks produced excellent clay, which went into other products. 
 
Question:
 
Early in history, when Greece was still relatively poor and humble, what could Greece offer for trade to richer kingdoms like Egypt and Urartu or the Phoenicians of Lebanon. 
 
Answer: 
 
Some of the natural products that have been mentioned here this evening: 
 
-       Timber, needed a lot in Egypt due to its lack of trees. They did have ships and buildings. They had to import timber from Africa, Lebanon, and probably some from Greece. 
-       Good wine, which was lacking in Egypt. Egyptians drank beer and so they may have traded with Phoenicians or Greeks or Jews of Israel. 
-       Good olive oil
 
Also perhaps:
 
-       Silver ore, found in some of Greece’s mountains
-       Ceramics: pottery and appliances made of fired clay
-       Slaves would be Greek speaking people that were prisoners of war, the women, men and children captured. 

History Lecture 2 SEP16 2020
 
·       The Mycenaeans and the Minoans were not both Hellenic. Minoans were not Greeks. 
 
Topics:
 
·       First Greek speakers arrive in Greece, roughly 2200-2100 BC
·       Next, 500 years of cultural fusion: Greek-speaking invades and the pre-Greek people 2100-1600 BC
·       Meanwhile, the (non-Greek) Minoan Civilization of Crete; 1900-1490 BC
·       1600-1200 BC: the first blossoming of the Greeks: the Mycenaean civilization of Greece
 
·       Peloponnese  know. 
 
·       It is a peninsula and is attached to the mainland by the Isthmus of Corinth. 
·       Peninsula is named after Pelops, a Greek hero. 
·       PELOPONNESE WAS THE heartland of Greece during the bronze age.
·       An invasion or infiltration by 2100 BC. There was a palace burned down, which is a sign of the arrival of the Greeks.
·       The palace may have been the centre of opposition, a local ruler organizing responses against Greek infiltrations.
·       There aren’t huge indicators in archaeology of what was happening. There was some disruption in pottery making. A new style of pottery emerges in 1900 BC indicating arrival of new culture
·       Another indicator of disruption and discontinuity is that after 2000 BC, we began to find skeletons of horses in Southern Greece. Prior to that, there were no remnants of horses. So horses have arrived around 2000 BC showing that GREEKS were using horses.
·       Greeks arrived with technology of domesticated horse
·       New culture was a fusion between arriving greeks and older culture.
·       Most important indicator of Greek arrival aren’t found in archeology but in something else
 
Away from ANCIENT GREECE all the way to India under the British empire, around 1785
 
·       There was one Sir William Jones, a british judge in India. 
·       He went there to spend working years in the service of the ruler, doing civil service work as a soldier.
·       Jones was a judge and he went to Calcutta, to be a judge. 
·       He was a scholar and linguist, went to private school and Oxford and spoke many languages. Learned Latin and Greek in school
·       He began to study Sanskrit in India. Sanskrit is an ancestor of modern Hindi, it is no longer spoken. There are texts written in script that can be read.
·       Sanskrit is the Latin of india.
·       Jones studied the language and he made a remarkable discovery. The more he studied, the closer Sanskrit seemed in vocab and grammar to two other ancient languages he knew (Greek and Latin). 
·       Map of Eurasia shows that it is incredible that India would have a language that would resemble Latin and Greek
·       Some words are nearly identical, like the word for mother. In Latin, it is Mater, mayter in Greek, and mader in Sanskrit
·       Greek, Latin, Sanskrit come from the same mother language, the “proto-Indo-European” mother tongue
·       There is a family of Indo-European languages
·       There was a prehistoric time when people were living in one place and speaking Proto-Indo-European. 
·       Then the speakers began to migrate outwards, each group bringing its own version of the language which evolved over time
·       That’s why there are many indo-european languages
·       Surmise: the original indo-european homeland was north of black sea in southern Russia or Ukraine.
·       The people were living there packed, until 4200 BC. 
·       At some time before 4000 bc, their language began to migrate in different directions. One group migrated slowly around the west coast of black sea and entered Greece.
·       Another strand entered Italy
·       These brought with them early forms of Latin and Greek.
·       Another group went farther and became the Celtic and German speaking peoples
·       Another group helped developed the Slavic tongues (polish, Czech), Scandinavians (Swedish, Danish, Norwegian)
·       Other groups went East. Indo-Europeans seemed to have avoided Mesopotamia. They went north of Caspian sea, and descended into Iranian plateau. In Iran, they speak Indo-European language, farsi. 
·       Group related to farsi speakers kept going east and entered Indian subcontinent in northern Pakistan and brought the languages that would be major languages in india, like Bengal, Panjabi, and Bengal
·       One group went as far east as China, but vanished.
·       Chart: Names of modern languages, then medieval languages not spoken. Latin produced the romance languages like French, Spanish, Italian, Romanian, portages
·       Modern Greek is descendent of ancient Greek. 
·       Farsi, Kurdish, Pashto in the Iranian plateau. 
 
Some modern indo-european language
 
·       Greek
·       English, Dutch, German, Danish, Swedish
·       Gaelic, Welsh
·       Russian, Polish, cZECH, uKRANIAN
·       fARSI
 
ALL THESE languages derived from the same mother language.
 
·       Indo-Europeans were nomads and didn’t leave much for archeology.
·       Indo-Europeans domesticated the horse. Weren’t the first to do so.
·       Often, they were riding against those who had not domesticated horse
·       Horses were too small for adult men to ride comfortably, but two horses could pull cart
·       Indo-europeans HAD the wheel. Wheel was invented in Mesopotamia
·       2200 BC, they entered Greece. They spent years travelling, they probably invented chariot design.
·       They had no knowledge of the sea. 
·       Originally, indo-european language had no word for the sea. They were also polytheist. 
·       The word-root dyeu: “bright one” “shining”  was a sky father, the king of the gods.
·       He was the god of the sky, of the day, and of lightning. 
·       The Greek Zeus, king of gods
·       Roman Jupiter = dyeu-pater  bright father
·       Dyaus pita in india  bright father
·       Germanic thunder-god Thor, Tyr, 
 
Words I.E. lacked:
 
·       Thalassa, meaning sea in classical Greek
·       Plinthos, brick  implies that early I.E. were not masters of stone masonry. They could pitch tents and make huts. The greeks conquered 
·       Menthe, mint plant
·       Elaia, olive
·       Sukon, fig
·       Oinos, or woinos, wine
·       Greeks borrowed some words that are not related to I.E. words.
·       The Greeks borrowed these words. They probably borrowed the technology as well. 
·       Early greeks were nomads, not master of the sea
·       Vikings conquered most of Normandy. After that, they ruled over the local people. In ensuing centuries, the Vikings became frenchified. They began speaking French and eating French food and intermarrying with French people. They became French. 
·       Likewise in Greece, the conquerors took over but they were susceptible to good cultural influences and they learned from them seafaring and stone masonry. 
·       The mint plant grew in the forests and made breath smell good. 
·       Plinthos is pre-greek, from the language of aboriginals whose language is gone.
·       Greek copy catting of other cultures, beginning with invasion of Greek mainland and meeting the inhabitants. 
·       The evidence is in these words. 
 
The land of Greece has been invaded by the Greeks. They arrived from overland from the North. 
 
·       They took over the best locals for farming. 
·       Then, like the Vikings, there was a cultural fusion between the Greeks and the aboriginals. 
·       This was enabled by intermarriage and coexistence. 
·       In Greek mythology, a Greek hero marries a foreign princess (Jason and Medea, Theseus and Ariadne and her sister), Perseus and Andromeda
·       Greeks worshipped a mother goddess, an element of female creation and nurturing, personified as a mother. 
o   Not original to I.E. tribe, but became important to Greek religion.
·       The Greeks absorbed it from aboriginals and Minoans.
·       Artemis was the goddess of the hunt
·       Artemis is not Greek or I.E. sHE WASN’T originally Greek but was borrowed from Minoan of Crete or from the local people of mainland Greece, or both.
·       There may have been a family element such as mother, maiden, crone. Maybe Artemis is the borrowing of the daughter element of the goddess. 
·       People who arrived in Greece, call them Hellens, Indo-European, First Greeks.
 
 
 
 
Focus now on Crete
 
·       Minoan civilization of Crete
·       Greeks are newcomers, conquering it. On the horizon, there is a long island which is not yet Greek, belonging to a pre-greek culture. It existed before the Greeks.
 
The Minoans of Crete: 1900 – 1490 BC
 
·       The Minoan Civilization was one of the five great cultures of the Bronze Age. The five, in order of emergence, were-
o   Sumerian and Akkadias of Mesopotamia
o   The Egyptian old kingdom
o   Minoans
o   Hittite kingdom
o   Mycenaean civilization of mainland Greece
·       Minoans arose by copying Egyptians. Crete is not too far from Egypt. Minoans were master seafarers and traded with Egypt, eventually developing a civilization mimicking Egypt.
·       Were the Minoans a Greek people? MiNOans. No, they were not.
 
The name Minoans
 
·       Arthur Evans named this civilization in 1900 A.D. in reference to Greek myths of King Minos. 
·       King Minos wasn’t real, but it was based on this bronze age civilization. 
·       Minoans were essential as models for the Greeks. The Greeks will first conquer and then copycat the culture of the Minoans. 
·       Greeks conquer but don’t massacre, learn what they can from the conquered
·       The Minoans will be the next victim of Greeks. They’ll contribute passively to next steps of Greek culture
·       Minoans worshipped a family of deities that included a mother goddess. 
·       Woman nobility: bare torso, with long skirt. Minoans worshipped a mother goddess with a nutritive and protective function.
·       Minoans were master seafarers, and routinely traded with Egypt. The Greeks may have learned their sailing techniques from there.
·       Minoans were a master of other technologies like building stone, writing system used for records keeping at the palace (linear A) which the Greeks would copy
·       Purpose of writing was for palace inventory. The Minoans seemed to have used a form of economy similar to Egypt and Mesopotamia, known as redistributive/palace economy.
·       The nobility would control the whole economy of the countryside (villages and farms) in a system of taxation and social wealthing. Everybody in the city and palace and countryside had to give produce of some sort to the king (taxation). The farmer gave food, leatherworker delivered shoes, fishermen delivered fish, metalworker delivered swords or copper mirrors. 
·       Everybody delivered to the palace. The palace would then redistribute some of the good to people who would need the things. Ex: to people who needed food etc…
·       It’s a system that works best if there is a form of writing, to log in and log out the goods. The writing wasn’t poetry, but inventory. 
·       What if minotaur is based on an aspect of truth. What if Minoans had Aegean sea power and wanted tribute in the form of teenage contestants doomed to die? 
 
 
 
Mycenae
 
·       Mycanean made the most elaborate architecture.
·       At pilos where largest of all Mycenaean palaces has been uncovered. 
·       Thebes: famous in Greek myths. 
·       Could be a second class kingdom.
·       Mycenae, Pylos, Thebes, and Iolcus
·       Bronze dagger. Page 27 in textbook
·       Were there lions in ancient Greece? Yes. 

CLA/HIS Lecture 3, Sep 23
 
-       Mycenaean civilization of mainland Greece: 1600-1200 BC, Chapter 1
-       Mycenaean civilization of mainland Greece: the first blossoming of Greeks
-       1876, Heinrichs Schliemann DIGS FOR “AGAMEMNON’S PALACE” at Mycenae.
-       He went to an archeological site called Mycenae with visible ruins. It was important in Greek mythology.
-       Evidence of immense fortification and elaborate tombs of royalty. Bronze age civilization that treated royalty like Egyptian pharaohs.
-       The king’s wife would be with him, murdered ritually. 
-       Death mask found on the face of a corpse. Gold lasts forever in beauty. 
-       Mycenae: 
o   It’s an archeological site, primary site for investigating this whole Bronze age culture 
o   Was capital of local kingdom, 1600-1200 BC, this city and kingdom were foremost in Greece at that time
 
-       Mycaneans were Greeks. Greeks held about five other kingdoms. Scholars today call this Greece-wide ancient society by the name of Mycenae. The name can get confusing: mycenaean = a whole culture, not just a city
-       The kingdoms: The one with capital Mycaene, Terence, Argos. They guard the Plane of Argos (farming plane).
-       Tyrins was harbor city of mycenae. It has fabulous remaining fortification. 
-       2nd kingdom: capital called Pylos. It was the capital of a different kingdom from mycenae. It guards most fertile farming plane in southern Greece, plan of mesania. 
-       Pylos = the gate. 
-       3rd kingdom = Thebes, sitting in the middle of the Plane of Boeotia, fertile plane. Occupies half of the plane.
-       Remember: Mycenae, argos, tiryns, pylo, thebes
-       Athens was the capital of a kingdom, not as important as the other kingdoms. 
-       Another kingdom not on map = Iolcus. Main cities of Greece are the main cities of mythology. Iolcus is where Jason set sail for golden fleece. Athens played a role in myths. Corinth was a second level city and kingdom in those days, and played a modest role in Greek mythology.
-       Sparta = became important later in Greek history. Has zero role in Greek myths. 
-       Characters of Hellen of Sparta were not imagined to come from Sparta but from general area
-       Term mycanean emcompasses a culture of bronze age Greece, 6 kingdoms or so.
-       Mycenaean Greece was a patchwork of disparate kingdoms.
-       How do we know the Myceneans were Greeks? We know from the writings deciphered to be an early form of Greek language and so they spoke Greek.
-       Earliest major milestone: around 1490 BC, Mycenaean kingdoms invaded Crete, home of the Minoan civilization which was the most important culture in the Aegean. 
-       The Greeks arrived sometime before 2100 BC, spent 600 years staring at minoan with envy
-       After 600 years in Greece, they organized to invade crete. 
-       Crete is about 50 miles across the water. Archaeology tells us that in 1490 BC, Mycaneans invaded Crete and taken it from the Minoans and thus Minoan civilization ends.
-       mINOANS are not exterminated but it was the end of the Minoan civilization. They were subsumed into Mycenaean civilization.
-       Mycenaean start to copycat advanced tech of Minoans.
-       cOPY cating of minoan tech on Crete seems to have been transmitted almost simultaneously to the mycenaean centres of mainland Greece, such as pylos and Mycenae. Thus, the whole of Mycenaean culture benefited from the acquisition of Minoan tech after the capture of Crete. 
-       Just as in the original indo-european invasion of 2200-2100 BC, the Greeks (mycenaeans) of 1490 BC were eager to learn from people whom they had conquered
-       Greeks were smart enough to  not exterminate the people they conquered.
-       How do we know Mycaneans invaded Crete?
-       From modern archeology on Crete at the Minoan palace at Cnossus. Uncovered written tablets that reveal a Greek presence after 1490 BC. The writing is the linear B script  (deciphered as being Greek )of the mycenaean, telling us that they had taken Cnossus and Crete. 
-       4 major technology acquired after 1590 BC
o   Long-range seafaring, redistributive of palace economy, monumental architecture and engineering and technology of writing
-       Long term sea faring knew something about it before invading Crete, but from Minoans, they had acquired more complex skill to travel across the sea. 
-       From archaeology, after 1490, the Myceneans were sailing far and wide in the Meditareanean
-       Palace economy: king in palace collects taxes from territory (not in coin which was not invented then but in the form of goods) resulting in exchange of goods. These were logged in as inventory
-       You need a big palace for temp storage of good and a system of writing to log in and out the inventory. 
-       This system is apparently copied from Mesopotamia and Egyptians
-       Mycaenean writing is Linear B.
-       It is not an alphabet. It is a syllabary. A symbol = a whole syllable. 
-       Picture of a horse’s head means a horse. 
-       Writing tablets served as an office memorandum for the palace economy. The note could be erased. Clay tablets might be preserved nearly forever by an unforeseen event: if the plate should burn down, for example, in an attack, then the writing-tablets might be baked to permanence in the fire (as if in a kiln). Further, the palace’s collapse could serve to bury the tablets protectively
-       Over 30 centuries later, the preserved writing on humble clay becomes a priceless treasure for scholars
-       Barely 110 years after the invasion, their domain there mysteriously collapsed. Modern archeology reveals burning and other signs of violence all over the island. The Mycenaean-held palace at Cnossus, the centre of the kingdom, burnt down and was abandoned
-       Who did it? Probably other Mycaneans did it: probably Mycenaean armies from mainland Greece invaded Mycenaean society holding on to crete. Result was a mutual destruction. The attackers won but then departed. The wrecked mycenaean kingdom on crete was abandoned
-       The Cnossus palace’s fiery collapse served inadvertently to bake and preserve the clerical department’s writing tablets of Linear B.
-       Know Miletus: ancient Greek city, becomes important later. It is the site of Mycenaean settlement. A kind of forward base on the west coast of asia minor. 
-       Cyprus: another place, divided between Greek and European speakers.
-       Eastern outpost of the ancient Greek world. Divided between Greek speakers and non-greek speakers from Lebanon
-         Bronze is harder than copper and tin. Bronze is hard when it cools. When it melts, it is liquid. Has low melting point and so can be cast in any shape. The cast can give metal any shape
-       Bronze can be poured flat for armour or a helm
-       To get tin, you need to trade a fantastic distance with sources in England and Afghanistan. 
-       Mycenean became seafarers, going long distances. Evidence found in various forms of architecture
-       The Hittites  collision between Hittites and Myceneaens. Hitties were non-Greek indo-european organized and aggressive bronze age kingdom based in north asia minor. Around the same time as Mycenean in Greece.
 
 
-       The Hittites could be talking about Troy. Troy was neither Greek nor Hittite. 
-       After the fall of Mycenaea, Greeks did not have writing at all. Lived 400 years in complete illiteracy. Linear B was forgotten. 
-       Homer was illiterate and would partake in oral storytelling. Iliad and Odyssey were oral stories. It would take 7 nights to recite the Iliad. 
-       Some rich merchant arranged that Homer’s recitation to be written by scribes
-       What happened 1250-1200 BC?
-       Signs of stress begin after 1250 BC. Less treasure in the tombs in the archeological record. 
-       Was something happening to their trade that wasn’t their fault, but they couldn’t fix? Shortages of vital imports like luxury goods and tin? 
-       There was an economic, social breakdown. Violent migration of non-Greeks AROUND EASTERN MEDDITEREAN.
-       Places like Mycenae were failing to acquire imports.
-       This could mean revolts for kings when he can’t reward his nobles and keep his armies supplied. Could these kings have been facing social unrest in his own kingdom?
-       A real-life Trojan war?  Everything apart from the war could be fable.
-       Troy is a real life place, proven by Schliemann. Discovered with some help with local inhabitants
-       Hellespont  sea channel connecting Aegean to black sea? Known as Dardanelles. 
-       All Greek kings banded together and made a huge fleet with soldiers to attack Troy (in the myth). What if the secondary details are phony? What if the Mycenaean kings did band together to send an armada to Troy to destroy it. In the myth, the Greeks win. It could be because Troy was blocking Hellespont and was imposing tax and interfering with shipping lanes of Mycenaean kings who were desperate to keep lanes open
-       There are a lot of ifs, but it is possible to tie this to events that could lead to Mycenaean destruction. 
-       Troy was destroyed in 1220 BC, but came back to life in later centuries. Why don’t we believe that Myceneans did it? Even though they won, it wasn’t a great victory
-       Mycenaean kings fought each other for dwindling supplies of bronze and treasure. 
-       Myth of Seven against Thebes: Mycenae sending army against Thebes. 1st generation fails to capture the city, 2ndgeneration captures the city. All details are fabular, but what if at core, there is a truth. 
-       What if the myth commemorates distortedly that towards the end, Mycenae was so desperate that it attacked Thebes and robbed it of its supplies and bronze? Maybe it attacked Thebes and destroyed it. 
-       Mycenae may have won. Take away: evidence of social breakdown and disorder within the Mycenaean world. Some comes from archeology and some from guesswork from mythology. 
-       Factor of violent migration is beginning to zone in.
-       Archeology tells us that in 1200 BC, all Mycenaean cities were destroyed and abandoned amid violence and burning. Only exception is Athens.  
-       Who were the attackers? Mighty kingdom of Egypt was attacked 4 times
-       Attackers were referred to as the Sea Peoples. Who were they?
-       Medinet Habu: hieroglyphic writing, and simple pictures showing the fighting. 
-       Attackers are drawn with feathery caps and horned helmets. The interpretation is that these horned people are Lybians (from north Africa) and feathery caps are Philistines or Levanters from the Middle East or as Greeks. 
-       Who are the Sea Peoples? The text describes them as a union. One strand could be from Libya, one from Greece. 
-       Two names stand out: Peleset seems to be Philistines. Overlaps with the biblical Hebrew word Plastine. Who were the Philistines?
-       Denyen: Might refer to the Greek. 
-       But the sea peoples destroyed the Mycenean but now are invaders? What does it mean? 
-       There is a kind of snowball effect and the sea peoples were a union of different ethnicities and it became a zombie attack. Once they attacked, they turned the people whom they conquered. It could explain why it was successful and well travelled. 
-       It looks like the sea peoples attacked the Greeks and destroyed the cities, by the time they moved on, actual Greeks were among the ships and sea people warriors. The Greek survivors of male military age, there was nothing else to do so they joined the attackers.
-       Then the wave of attacks went to Asia Minor and attacked the Hittites which were also included.
-       Cyprus gets into the snow ball. 
-       By the time we get to Egypt, zombie attacks includes survivors of the people who have been victimized and destroyed. 
-       Denyen; could be Danayoid of Homer, another word for Greek
-       Sea peoples were cause and effect, destroyed Mycenaean civilization. 
-       Philistines are often interpreted as survivors of Mycenean Greeks. Other survivors of Mycenean who were not sea peoples wound up in Cyprus. 
-       People in Arcadia spoke in dialect of Greek identified as a remnant of Mycenaean. 
-       Palace burned down and preserved a large trove of Linear B from Mycenean era. 
-       Oncoming danger could have been the Sea Peoples. 
-       Greek Dark Age: 1200-750 BC.
-       Four Ds of the early dark age:
o   Destruction
o   Depopulation
o   Depression (economic)
o   Decentralization
-       Low point for population: 1050 BC.
-       Iron age: beings 1200 BC in Mesopotamia, begins another time in Greece (1050 BC)


BRIGHTSPACE POSTINGS (out of order though)

Why we call it Dark Age?
-No difference between Dark Age and Early Iron Age.
-Early Iron Age ends at about 750 B.C.
-Referred to as “dark” due to it being “dark” to modern scholarship. No new buildings, not much pottery, depopulation.
-The Greeks did not use bronze during 1200-1050 B.C., but weren’t using iron yet.

The Sea Peoples
-Invasion of the eastern Medeterranean around 1200 B.C
-A lot of great nations end: Hittites, Ugarit (Canaanite seaport-city), Mycenaean.
-Attacked Egypt: attacked four times, from 1208 to 1177 B.C., the attackers were from different ethnic groups, defeated the fourth time by Ramses III (see Medinet Habu inscription below)
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-The kingdoms destroyed by the Sea Peoples would in turn have soldiers or other young men join them. Kind of a snowball effect, each destroyed nation bringing in more people.
-Some Myceneaens were part of the Sea Peoples after their destruction.
-The Denyen might have been Greeks that were part of the Sea Peoples and fought against Ramses III.
-The Peleset/Philistines that settled in Israel after their defeat might have included Myceneaens.

Minoans and Myceneaens 
-Minoans were on the Aegean island of Crete, the Myceneaens were in mainland Greece. 
-Minoans were not Greeks, Myceneaens were Greeks.
-Minoans prospered from around 1900 to 1490 B.C., probably imitated the Egyptian Old Kingdom.
-Capital was Cnossus, but they had colonies elsewhere in the Aegean.
-Most likely had contact with what is now mainland Greece.
-Important because they influenced the Greeks in many ways: socio-economic organization, seafaring, architecture, writing, other technologies, religion.
-Remembered in Greek mythology (King Minos of Crete and the Minotaur)
-Myceneaens flourish in a warlike civilization  around 1600 to 1200 B.C.
-Both got their name from modern archeology

The Poets Homer and Hesiod: 750 and 700 BC
-Homer (750 BC) wrote both the Iliad and the Odyssey
-According to tradition, he was a bard, a professional singer-storyteller. He was blind and from Ionia. 
-Probably illiterate, had knowledge from the previous generations of bards.
-Poetry was written down because a local chief arranged for scribes to write out what Homer was reciting.
-27,800 lines of verse in total (Iliad and Odyssey)
-Recount certain episodes of the Trojan War and its aftermath.
-Earliest surviving items of Western literature.
-Hesiod (700 BC) wrote the Theogony and Works and Days
-Probably lived in the central-mainland Greek region of Boeotia and was a middle-class farmer.
-Theogony = myths, Works and Days = farming calendar (in verse), mythology, social comment, ethical musings


The formation of the city state

-The capital city is the focal point of all city states
-Political union began because of new local leaders, basileus, similar to “mayors” in their power, so they could rule collectively (although this was a simple change as chieftains had hardly any power over other chieftains)
-The new leaders, “the new landowning aristocracy” were the planners and architects
-The early poleis followed a similar pattern: abolish or reduce leaders power, distribute governing functions to other leaders and the importance of an aristocratic “elders” increased, lowering the amount of assembly of the people. This likely took two-three generations
-all men in a city state called Politai (members of the polis)
-political unification of the states called synoecism 
-Majority of city states were small and consisted of a single main town and an adjacent farming plain
- In some cases of crowded city states, synoecism was easy as they were close in proximity and were interrelated by marriages and the town and state are almost identical entities
-Political unification of regional lands, that had multiple important cities outside of the capital was more difficult and less understood, likely taking over 150 years to crystallize
- Although most unification was likely done with ease, evidence of intimidation and force can be found, forcing them into a political union (for example, Laconia)
-early seventh century dozens of independent city states were established across the mediterranean
-by 700 BC had replaced the old chieftain system in many parts of Greece
- In central Peloponnese and Northern Greece, large regions opted for political system “Ethnos”, it had no official government and consisted of people and their demos. Towns and cities were independent, unified by the common identity of “the Aetolians”

-”The Spartans retained the chieftain system the longest, though in a unique form, with two hereditary, lifelong basileis ruling as equals.”

-” Powerful families divided up the spheres of authority—administrative, military, religious, and judicial—among themselves, creating magistracies and boards. Later Greeks called this form of government oligarchy, or “rule by the few” (oligoi = few).”
-power was not birthed in and had to be given up every few years, with gaps in between returning.
-No hierarchy although some states were shown to have a chief administrative power (archon in athens/central greece or pryantis in corinth and Ionia)
-Council of elders “boule” held the real power, even more so than in homeric society. Recruited from highest magistrates and membership was long term or even permanent
-Assembly of Politais power further limited by the council and poor citizens were excluded from the assembly with land requirements



[bookmark: _c57ea5ll9gx]The hoplite military revolution: from about 680 B.C. onward
-

[bookmark: _t0op5682smds]Women in Ancient Greece
·  	Inferior to all Greek men
-   	Tells us that the greeks were somewhat of a primitive peoples
·  	Still considered second class citizens at best at the height of democratic enlightenment in Athens, mid 400s BC.
·  	An Athenian women protected by law was better than a slave or a metic (resident alien)
·  	Forbidden to own property, inherit her own name, vote, or to attend the ekklesia (public assembly)
·  	Trades women might practice: street cleaning (sign of hardship); very few trades open to women
·  	Considered a “ward of a man”
·  	Female slaves might run errands but a womens place was in the home
o   Household duties: child care, cleaning, spinning and weaving
·  	Only crucial public role of a women was to have kids
·  	ONLY SPARTA granted its women some degree of freedom
o   Could own quantities of property, encouraged to do gymnastics (usually a male dominated sport)
·  	This freedom originated from women overseeing their husbands properies while they were at war
·  	Also had unique reputation of promiscuity
·  	Aristotle criticized sparta for allowing their women too much freedom, mid 300s BC
·  	Only PLATO imaged a world of equality between men and women in the republic, 360 BC
·  	Most evidence of womens lives comes from Athens, 400s-300s BC
o   Evidence includes: extant stage drama, courtroom speeches, archaeological remains like tombstone inscriptions
·  	Nothing is known about women during the mycenean civilization era, 1600-1200 BC
o   Some evidence suggests that they did allow considerable power to women born into powerful or rich families
o   Ex. The queens Penelope and clytaenestra in the odyssey are shown as managing a kingdom in her husbands absence.
·  	Segregation and degradation of women in greece began in about 1100-700 BC
·  	May be connected to 2 related changes:
o   The emergence of the city state with its wide citizen based military AND,
o   The idealization and romanticization of male strength and beauty, expressed in institutionalized male homosexuality
o   The social shift is indicated by the misogynistic poets HESIOD and SEMONIDES in contrast to HOMERS charming portray of women
·  	Archaic and classical Greece, 800-300 BC, women were seen as having the opposite values and attributes that were so idealized by Greek men
o   Men: military courage, physical endurance, self restraint
o   Women: irrational, fearful, ruled by physical desires
·  	Women were kept indoors in order to preserve their innocent image since going outside meant that they were more liable to sexual mischief
o   The less men talked about a certain women the more praised she was
·  	Only in RELIGION were women allowed to participate  in public life
·  	Women were expected to leave their houses to go to religo9us getherings only on holy days like the festival of Thesmophoria
o   Certain priesthoods were reserved for women, priestess of apollo at deplphi
·  	Some evidence that female infanticide was reguarlt practices at Athens
o   Father chooses whether to officially accept a child or not
·  	Girls had narrow upbringing
o   Mid class girls grew up in the womens chambers of the house, rarely seen by the dad, might attend school at age 7
o   Attened school until achieving basic literacy and numeracy. At age 12-14 ready for marriage
·  	Women bore children young and so died young
o   Typical women died around age 34, men died at 45;many winves would’ve out lived their older husbands and remarried at some point
·  	In Athens, a womens inheritance would automatically be given to her new husband, making heiresses and widows popular
·  	Hellenistic age 300-150 BC, womens oppression began to lighten up
·  	The royal courts of Alexandria, Antioch, and Pella created a rich breed of rich, ruling class women who were able to influence public and cultural life
o   Created new opportunities for other women, at least for the wealthy
·  	Hellenistic culture placed a new and greater value on female intelligence and sexuality
 
Sparta
· The rise of Sparta: 700-500 B.C.
· Circa 1050 B.C., Dorian Greeks arrive to settle Laconia and the whole southern Peloponnese. In a future era, by the 400s B.C., Sparta will be seen as leader of all Dorian cities of the Greek world.
·  Circa 950–800 B.C., in the Eurotas River valley in Laconia, five villages unite to create one city-state, Sparta.
· Their society was patriarchal, polytheistic, dependent on servile labour, and their economy was based on agriculture. They revered law and martial valor.
· Spartan mirage: The idea of Sparta was a vision of an egalitarian and orderly society characterized by patriotism, courage in battle, and tolerance for deprivation.
· To ensure control of the Laconian plain, its inhabitants were reduced to the status of helots, hereditary subjects of the Spartan state
· The rest of the inhabitants of Laconia, who occupied the area surrounding the city of Sparta, became perioeci (“those who dwell around [Sparta]” or “neighbours”) and they remained free, although not allowed to participate in government.
· First Messenian War: 740-720 BC
· Most Messenians became helots
·  Sparta was now one of the largest as well as one of the richest states of the time
· o   3x the size of the Athenian state
· Civil unrest in the late 8th and early 7th centuries was avoided by exiling dissidents, who founded Sparta’s only colony Taras.
· Battle of Hysiae in 669 BC would lead to the Second Messenian War
·  Helots outnumbered Spartans 7:1
· Sparta was a totalitarian regime
· Spartan officials would examine male newborns and decide to raise or abandon them
·  Education (Male)
· At the age of 7, boys left home to train in “herds” at the Agoge. They were barefoot, often naked and only given a cloak to wear in all weathers.
·  At 12 their hair was cut short. Magistrates calle ephors (“overseers”) would examine the naked boys every 10 days.
· The boys slept on mats, were undernourished to encourage stealing and would be punished for the act of being caught.
·  From the ages of 14-20 the ephebes (youth) performed their preliminary military service
· At 20 they grew their hair and beard long, but shaved their mustaches in true spartan fashion.
· Between the ages of 20 and 30 they were permitted to marry but continued to live with their army groups.
· Acceptance into a syssition was an essential stage in becoming an adult
· Each member was to contribute a fixed amount of food and drink
· Syssitia were analogous to symposia (drinking parties)
· Homoioi means “Peers” or “men of equal status”
· Kleros - a plot of agricultural (pl. Kleroi)
· Spartan Government
· Dual Kingship
· Two hereditary kings, basileis, served as head of government both equal in authority, cooperative and competitive. They served as mutual checks on power.
· Due to this they were never without a leader and avoided “anarchy”
· Exercised the military, religious, and judicial powers.
· One king served as commander-in-chief of the armed forces
· The other supervised domestic matters at home and took charge if his co-king was killed in action
· Grousia
· Kings shared their judicial functions with the other members of the gerousia, the Council of Gerontes (“Elders”)
· In addition to the 2 kings, the gerousia was composed of 28 men over the age of 60 who served until their death.
· Election to the gerousia was the highest honour, winners were chosen by acclamation in the assembly
· No bill could be brought before the assembly until first discussed by the gerousia
· It served as a criminal court for cases of homicide, treason, and other serious offenses that carried the penalty of disenfranchisement, exile, or death.
· Ephors
· Every year Spartan’s elected 5 ephors by acclamation from candidates
· They supervised the kings and represented the principle of law
· Shared some of the king’s executive powers, but they were also empowered to depose them.
· One ephor was always “eponymous”- his name was used to signify the year
· Exercised total control over the education of the young
· In charge of the krypteia (secret police), a forced designed to control the helots
· Assembly
· Includes all adult male citizens
· Met once a month on a full moon outdoors
· DID NOT DEBATE
· Citizens listened to a proposal by the gerousia and voted to accept or reject it
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