[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 2: The Foundations of Criminal Justice - chapter 1 (pages 3-19)

What is critical thinking? (Thorough thinking)
· Ask questions – Engage curiosity and questions and assertions 
· Consider multiple points of view: be fair and open minded to all ideas 
· Draw conclusions: examine the outcome of your inquiry in a more demanding and critical way
· crime is behavior that breaks the law, deviance is behavior contrary to the norms and values of larger society (dressing goth) (tattoos viewed deviant in the past
Social construction of crime: the notion that the legal status of behaviors is not determined by the behavior itself, but social response to the behavior. 
· Moral entrepreneurs: seek actions against certain groups of people or behaviors and bring pressure on legislators to enact criminal statuses
· Pervasiveness of cell phones led to no calling and driving 
Value consensus model: views crime and reality as reflecting society’s commonly held values and limits of tolerance
Conflict model: the view that some groups are better able to influence which behavior/person should be criminalized  

Types of Canadian Law
Substantive law: law that sets out the rights and obligations of each person in society, includes criminal code
Procedural law: the legal processes that protect and enforce the rights set out in substantive law 
The Canadian Legal System
Common law: law based on custom, tradition and practice, generally unwritten (past decisions followed by judges)
Precedent: judicial decision that may be used as a. standard in subsequent similar cases - “Whenever a judge makes a decision that is said to be legally enforced, this decision becomes a precedent
· Civil law system in Quebec based on napoleon – composed of civil codes, which are comprehensive statements of rules to be followed by judges
· Judges refer to code and previous court decisions after
Stare decisis: higher courts set precedents for lower courts to follow
· Once SCC rules on thorny legal issue, all courts below bound to apply that ruling in subsequent cases
Statue law: written laws that have been enacted by a legislative body such as the parliament of Canada
Case law: law established by previous court decisions and based upon rule of precedent 
The Criminal Law
· One type of public law, others being constitutional, administrative and taxation
Criminal law: body of conduct considered so harmful to society that is it prohibited by statute, prosecuted and punished by the government
Sources of criminal law: Legislation and Judicial decisions
Rule of law: requirement that governments, as well as individuals, be subjected to and abide by the law
Magna carta: provided basis for emergence of the rule of law, which became foundation of English law + Canadian legal system
· No one is above law; law should be observed + enforced equally
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: guarantees fundamental freedoms, legal and quality rights for all citizens of Canada, including those accused of crimes 
Criminal code: sets out criminal laws, procedures for prosecuting federal offences, sentencing and  procedures for the administration of justice
Difference between criminal and civil law
· Civil law cases are disputes between individuals – person who was wronged brings legal action, loser pays damages
· Contrast to criminal cases, no potential for loss of liberty in a civil suit
Key difference: standard of proof
· Criminal trial: prosecutor must prove that defendant is guilty “beyond a reasonable doubt”
· Civil trial: liability determined by standard of “the balance of probabilities” (reasonable probability or reasonable belief
Week 3: Understanding the Criminal Justice System - Chapter 2 (pages 21-39)

The criminal justice system
Criminal justice system: all agencies, organizations and personnel involved in the prevention of, and response to crime; persons charged with criminal offences, and persons convicted of crimes 
· Supervise offenders on bail, assist victims, provide community based and institutionally programming, and supervise parolees
· Provinces and territories responsible for administration of justice 
· System includes crime prevention and reduction, arrest and prosecution of suspects, the hearing of criminal cases by courts, sentencing and the administration and enforcement of court orders, parole and other forms of conditional release, supervision and assistance for ex-offenders released into the community
Purpose of Criminal Justice system
· In recent years, focus is on prevention of crime and problem solving rather than reacting to crime
Constitution act 1867: the legislation setting out the division of responsibilities between the federal and provincial governments 
Federal
· Decides which behavior constitutes criminal offences
· Responsible for criminal code 
Provincial/territorial: responsible for law enforcement and administrating justice system 
Anti-terrorism act: gives justice system broad powers to identify, prosecute, convict and punish terrorist groups and individuals
Sex offender information registration act: established national sex offender database containing information on convicted sex offenders 
Crime control: giving criminal agencies such as the police power to prosecute offenders
Due process: protecting citizens from protentional abuses of that power 
Adversarial system of criminal justice
· System of justice based on two opposing sides - the prosecution and defence – arguing the guilt or innocence of a person before judge or jury 
· Truth will emerge from the materials presented by the defence and crown
· Judge and jury will be a neutral third party and make decisions soley based on evidence 
Beyond a reasonable doubt: The standard that must be met to convict a defendant in a criminal case, which requires that the facts presented provide the only logical explanation for the crime
· Burden on prosecution to prove that accused is guilty, not responsibility of accused to defend themselves 
Inquisitorial system of justice: operates in many jurisdictions in continental Europe – judge or panel of judges assume role of investigation of crime
· Most cases resolved with guilty pea, few go to trial
Dynamics of Criminal justice 
· In a democratic society, there will always be tension between the efforts of the state to maintain order and maintain rights of citizens
· 3 components of justice system: police, courts and corrections 
3 things examined:
1. Behavior of criminal justice personnel (police officers)
2. Activities of criminal justice organizations (correctional institutions services)
3. Aggregate characteristics of the criminal justice system and components (racism and inequality)
Role of discretion in criminal justice system
· The power or right to decide or act according to one’s own judgement
· Can lead to inconsistencies in how laws are applied, cases are processed in courts and what decisions are made about the offenders by authorities 
· Disparity: when decision can't be made by discretion so different decision is made 
Task environment: cultural, geographic and community setting in which the criminal justice system operates and justice personnel make decisions 
· Unique challenges faced by criminal justice personnel in remote and northern areas of the country (few resources and community-based programs for offenders
Ethics: foundation of knowledge that describes right/wrong, better/worse and applies to harm/care and fairness/reciprocity
· Highlights presence of moral issues in criminal justice system
· Criminal justice system is a human enterprise – decisions of police, judges, parole boards not based on scientific formulas but professional judgement, experience and intuition
Ethical dilemmas: criminal justice personnel are presented with difficult choices in carrying out their responsibilities
Are the criminal law and criminal justice system a deterrent?
 When certain conditions are met:
1. People must be aware that there are legs sanctions that will be applied if they engage in certain behaviors
2. There must be certainty of punishment 
3. The sanction must be applied swiftly when a crime is committed 
Evidence based practices: policies, strategies and programs that have been shown by research ro be effective in achieving specific objectives  
Restorative justice
· Provides alternative framework for responding to criminal offenders 
· Focus on problem solving, addressing the needs of victims and offenders, involving the community on a proactive basis and fashioning sanctions that reduce the likelihood of reoffending 
· Criminal behavior injures not only victim, but community and offender
· Is not a specific practice, but a set of principles that provides basis for a community and the justice system to respond to crime
· Key notions in restorative justice system: healing, reparation, reintegration and the prevention of future harm

Week 5: The Police - Chapter 4 (pages 67-85, 94-96) and 5 (pages 101-112, 126-27)

Policing: activities of any individual or organization acting legally on behalf of public or private organizations or persons to maintain security or social order
Pluralization of policing: expansion of policing beyond the public police to include parapolice and private security 
Social contract perspective (on the role of the police): considers the police to be a politically neutral force that acts primarily to enforce the law and protect the public
Radical perspective: policed used as an instrument by the government and powerful interests to suppress dissent, stifle protest and help maintain status quo
· Protect the powerful from perceived threats 
Political policing: secretive policing investigate activities and surveillance of persons and groups deemed to be a threat to the stability and status quo of the state 
Police work in a democratic society 
· Separation of powers between police and government considered an important tenet of liberal democracy
· Separation of powers assist in assuring police not used in partisan political way to harass/punish political opponents and dissidents 
· Separation between courts and police – police role to bring suspected offenders before the courts and court’s role to decide on guilt or innocence – in the case of conviction, decide on punishment 
Understanding police work in Canadian society 
1. Justice: police maintain peace and security in the community while ensuring individuals are treated fairly and human rights are respected
2. Equality: all citizens are entitled to policing services that contribute to their feelings of safety and security
3. Accountability: the actions of police services, and police officers, are subject to review
4. Efficiency: policing services must be cost effective

· Policing in democratic society; focused on safety and security of citizens while ensuring that the rights of citizens and suspects are protected 
· Apolitical, fair, impartial

Governance and oversight of the police
· Key issue; how the police are governed
· Need to be free from government interference and influence 
Defining features of police role
· 2: authority of police and to use force
· Use their authority to deprive citizens of their freedom and use physical force, or lethal in extreme circumstances
· Derive their authority from criminal code and various provincial statues 
The ever-expanding police role:
1. Crime control: involves responding to and investigating crimes, and patrolling streets to prevent offences
2. Order maintenance: prevent and control behavior that disturbs the public peace, including quieting loud parties, policing protest, responding to domestic and neighborhood disputes, and intervening between conflicts between individuals
3. Crime prevention and service: collaborating with community partners to prevent crime and providing a wide range of services to the community, often as a consequence of the 24-hour availability of the police

· Large portion involves restoring order in situations of conflict without resorting to criminal law
· Diversification: police role has become multifaceted
· Downloading: police required to fill gaps in service that is responsibility of other agencies and organizations
· Anti-terrorism attack and terrorist activity pg 75
· R. v. Stinchcombe pg 76

Core policing in early 21st century
· Core policing: quality of life policing; involves police playing multifaceted role in the community, including collaborative partnerships pg 76
Policing a diverse society
· Section 15, Canadian multicultural act, Canadian humans right act pg 76
Brief history
· Sir Robert Peel and industrial revolution
· Every individual is responsible to their neighbors
· Said police will consider interests of all citizens
· Established high standard of recruitment and training, selected constables from the community
Evolution of Policing in Canada
· First police constables appeared in Quebec City in the mid 1600s and in upper Canada 
· Three-part mandate pg 78
· Municiple police officers forces heavily influenced by politics and patronage
· Gold strikes, earliest police force founded in 1858 in British Columbia
· Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba
· Northwest mounted police founded 1873
· Historical record points to high rates of dissertation, resignation and tors
Canadian policing: A police 
· List of policing in Canada today pg 80
Structure of contemporary Canadian policing 
· Four levels: federal, Municiple, provincial and indigenous
· Canadian pacific police service pg 80
· Royal newfound constabulary pg 81
· Five Canadian police services
Federal police: the royal Canadian mounted police pg 81
· Royal Canadian mounted police act: federal legislation that provides framework for the operation of the rcmp
· Enforces most federal statues and provisions of various legislative acts 
· Contract policing: an arrangement whereby the RCMP and provincial police forces provide provincial and municipal policing services 
· RCMP not allowed to form unions 
· Recruits trained in Regina Saskatchewan
· Involved in broad range activities
· Municipalities pg 82
Provincial police
· 3 in Canada pg 82
Regional police services
· 2 regional police forces in the west: Dakota Ojibway and indigenous police force
Municipal police
· Enforce criminal code, provincial statues and Municipal bylaws as well as certain federal statues such as controlled drugs and substances act – most police work performed by services at this level
· Municipality can provide services in 3 ways pg 82

Indigenous police
· FNPP 1992 pg 82 
· Communities can negotiate for best of needs
· Developing autonomous reserve-based police force or using officers from RCMP or OPP in Ontario
· Funding split between province and federal government 
· Larger police forces
· Territorial jurisdiction
· Police scholars argue FNPP set up to fail – lack of funding, etc
Police organizations
Operational patrol: patrol division, dog or canine unit, identification squad, traffic reserve/auxiliary
Administrative: finance and payroll, property office
Investigative: general investigation, major crimes, special crimes (sexual offences)
Support services: information, report, or filing communications centers, victim services community services, crime prevention
Administrative: finance and payroll, property office
Human resources: staff development, recruiting, training
Research and planning: strategic planning crime analysis audit
· Most police services have a chief constable, one or more deputy chief constable, etc
Private security: 2 main types:
1. Security firms that sell their services to businesses, industries, private residences and neighborhoods
2. Companies that employ their own in-house security offices

· Private security officers outnumber police officers 4 to 1 in Canada
· Engage in wide range activities pg 84
· Total number of police officers in Canada has declined - private security continues to increase
· Private security continues to increase 
· Parapolice pg 85
Police peacekeeping
· technical advisors and instruct local police forces in new policing strategies
· Peacekeeping missions
The police response pg 85
· Respond to situations unrelated to crime to the maintenance of public order
· Rate of crime and type depends on specific community and environment police are in
· Rates of violent crime in Canada highest in remote, northern indigenous and Inuit communities where they are few resources
· Complexity of crime continues to increase pg 85
· Highly sophisticated
· Transnational criminal activities
Police recruitment pg 86
· Basic qualifications: min requirements for candidates applying for employment in policing 
· Preferred qualifications: requirements that increase the completeness of applicants seeking employment in Canada
· Constable selection system
· Not blank slates when they arrive to academy 
· Application process in Quebec includes testing designed to measure emotional intelligence and whether person will encounter problems if hired in police service
· OPP operates PEACE Police ethnic and cultural exchange
· Other uniform developments (hijabs, turbans, etc) 97

Policing training 88
· Municipal police recruits 
· Calgary police service
· Three block training course
· Police recruits generally receive training in... 89
· Most police recruits are motivated, at least initially...
· Police academy training experience makes them more cynical, vigilant, suspicious of people – depends on personality and values of individual 89
· Us versus them mentality
Operational field training: instructing the recruit how to apply principles from the training academy in the community – under guidance of field training officer (FTO) 89
· Specially trained senior officer 89

The working personality of police officers
· Working personality of the police: a set of attitudinal and behavioral attributes that develops as a consequence of the unique roles and activities of police officers
· Blue wall and blue light syndrome 90
· Positive and negative police subculture
· The blue wall of silence

Occupational stress injuries: physical/mental conditions in police officers caused by their organizational and operational experiences on the job 91
· Minor annoyances to drugs and alcohol 
· Poor leadership, lack of transparency
· PTSD 91
· Coping strategies to deal with stressors in work
· Expressing emotions considered as weakness
The experiences of female officers in the workplace 93\
· Conclusions of CCRC report – RCMP resisted making the necessary organizational reforms to address harassment in the workplace

Week 6: Monday October 12 - Considerations in the Study of Criminal Justice - Required reading: Griffiths, chapter 3 (pages 42-59) - Emily Riddle, “Abolish the Police: Financial Cost Of Law Enforcement In Prairie Cities”, June 27, 2020
Multiculturalism and diversity in Canada 43-44
· Inequality – key feature of Canadian society 
· Wage gap 
Racism, prejudice and discrimination 44
· May exist in any point in the criminal justice system
· Hate crimes
Racialized persons, racialization and racial profiling
· Racialized persons: persons, other than indigenous people, who are non-Caucasian in race or nonwhite in color 
· Racialization: the process by which societies construct races as real, different and unequal ways that matter to economic, political and social life 
· Racial profiling: any action taken for reasons of safety, security or public protection that relies on stereotypes about race, color, ethnicity, ancestry, religion or place of origin rather than on reasonable suspicion to single out an individual for greater scrutiny or different treatment
· Racial profiling can occur in any stage of the criminal justice system and in society
Crimes against woman 47
· Most common crime: assault
· Rate of violent victimization
· Crime statistics 
· Victim of violence – woman with mental health issues
· Criminal court judges blame victims
Indigenous persons in Canadian society 48
· Live on the margins of society – pervasive poverty, high rates of unemployment, low levels of formal education and high death rates from accidents and violence 
· Residential schools 
· Truth and reconciling commission (TRC) as a major factor
The experiences of indigenous woman 50
· Household crowding, pay, rate of unemployment twice as high from non
The experience of Muslims 51-52
The experiences of blacks 
GDP – expenditures have increased both in real terms and as a percentage of GDP (gross domestic product) despite overall decline in crime rates across the country
· Cost of crimes include victim crimes – direct economic losses to property and wages, and medical costs due to injury; expenditures for police, courts and corrections 54
Changing boundaries of criminal justice agencies 54
· Focus on apprehension of offenders, the courts on prosecuting and sentencing and corrections on implementing the sentences of the courts
· Silos – slowly changing
The rise of surveillance security 55
Addressing the needs of crime victims 56
· Revictimization: the negative impact of victims caused by decisions and actions of criminal justice personnel
· The federal Canadian victim bill of rights – right to participation, protection and restitution 56
· Heterogenerous group with diverse needs and perceptions, there are common themes and complains in their concerns
· Adversarial system of justice, crime victims are often an afterthought
· Excluded from key decisions
The health and wellness of offenders and criminal justice professionals
The lack of diversity among criminal justice professionals 57 

Week 9: Monday November 2 - The Structure and Operation of the Criminal Courts
Required reading: Griffiths, chapter 7 (pages 165-180, 182-196)
The criminal courts in Canada 167
· Activities of crown counsel and defense lawyers much less visible than activities of the police 167
· Cases coming in court more complex
· Courts responsible for determining the guilt or innocence of accused persons for imposing an inappropriate sentence 
· Ensuring rights of accused persons are protected
· Judicial independent: viewed as being essential to the proper functioning of the courts
· Have their case tried by tribunals, that are fair, impartial, and immune from political interference
· Canada does not have a uniform court system
· With exception of Nunavut, there are 4 levels of courts that deal with criminal cases: provincial/territorial courts, provincial/territorial superior courts, provincial appellate courts, and the supreme court of Canada
· SCC is the highest court for all jurisdictions 
· Provincial court system in Ontario has 2 divisions: superior court of justice and the Ontario court of justice – each has number of other courts
· Adult criminal court
The provincial/territorial court system 168
· The court system has 2 levels: provincial and superior
· Lowest levels of court, nearly all criminal cases begin and end in them
· Judges appointment by provinces and territories, which also fund these courts and have jurisdiction over them
· Judges sit without juries 
· Hear cases under the youth criminal justice act, cases involving alleged offences against provincial statues
· Can include family courts and small claim courts
· Provincial/territorial judges may also preside over preliminary inquiries 
· Deal with less serious cases, has changed over the years *** 171
· Although superior courts hear serious offences, provincial territorial courts hear more of these cases in terms of absolute numbers. 
Provincial and territorial specialized problem-solving courts 171
problem solving courts: specialized courts designed to divert offenders with special needs from the criminal justice system
· Community courts, drug courts, and mental health courts
· Operate on first nation reserves, in the north and urban centers
· Three defining attributes of problem-solving courts:
1. The focusing on addressing the underlying problems of offenders, victims and communities 
2. Interagency and interdisciplinary collaboration
3. Accountability to the community 
· Principles complementary to those of restorative justice 
· The intent of problem-solving courts pg 171
· Therapeutic justice: an approach in problem solving courts that uses the law and court’s authority as change agents to promote the health and well-being of offenders, while ensuring that their legal rights are protected and that justice is done
· Offender participation in problem solving courts is voluntary, considerable variation among problem solving courts in the types of cases that are handled 172
· The drug treatment courts (DTCs) in Canada, for example will only accept those who committed non-violent crimes 172
· Community wellness court (CWC) focuses on people with mental health issues, addiction, etc related to crime - Voluntary participation 172

The effectiveness of specialized courts
· Ongoing issues such as high rates of non-compliance, conditions imposed by the court, non-completion of programs 84%
· Those with mental health issues less likely to complete or partially complete a program
Indigenous courts 173
· Operate in both rural and urban centers
· Gladue courts, referring to SCC decision in R. v. Gladue 
Gladue courts (Toronto)
· Indigenous people charged in Toronto 
Tsuu t’ina nation peacemaker court (Alberta) 
· Centered on peacemaking circles (Calgary)
· Indigenous judge, crown prosecutor and court clerks 
· Elders play key role
· Person must plead guilty and accept responsibilities for offences to appear in court
· Initial focus of court is non-violent crime
· Cree court 176
Provincial/territorial circuit courts
· Judge, court clerk, defense lawyer, crown counsel, and perhaps a translator, travel to communities
· Most extensive in northwest territories, northwestern Ontario, northern Quebec and Nunavut
· Held in schools or other available buildings
· r. v Jordan sets timelines for cases that can be resolved
· Restorative justice strategies often applied in this environment 177

Provincial and territorial superior courts
· Highest level of courts in a province/territory and administered by provincial and territorial governments; superior court judges appointed and paid by the federal government
· About 10% of criminal cases heard in superior courts
· 2 levels: trial and appeal 
· These 2 levels may be included in same court or they may involve 2 separate courts
· Court of appeal is separate from the superior court and Ontario court of justice, which are the main two trial courts in the province
· Trial court may be known as supreme court or the court of queen’s bench
· These courts hear cases about murder 
· After case has been decided at trial level, accused has right to appeal the verdict or sentence 
· One court of appeal in each province except Quebec and Alberta where there are 2
· Primary activity of appeal courts: center of reviewing decisions of the lower courts 
· How the law was applied to the facts of the case
· Certain final hearings require at least 3 judges, final decision rests with majority
· Appeal court judges more isolated than trial court judges
The supreme court of Canada
· If one applied judge dissents, unsuccessful party may pursue another appeal at the federal level 
· Established under constitution act, authorized parliament to establish a general court of appeal for Canada, although the bill creating the court was not passed until 1875
· Governor appoints nine judges of the supreme court of Canada
· 10 years standing at the bar
· Three judges must be from Quebec
· R v feeney 179
· Federal courts: federal (has trial court and court of appeal, copyright law, maritime law, Canadian human rights act and tax court. Immigration and refugee protection act and parole board of Canada
· Grants 10% of requests
· Cases heard by odd number of judges
· Reference 179
· r. v Sharpe: upheld the law relating to the possession to child pornography 
· r. v morgentaler
· r. v zundel 
· r. v stinchcombe 180
Courtroom workgroup: criminal justice professionals, including the judge, crown counsel, and defense lawyer, who are present in the criminal court room 
The judge
· Interpret the law, assessing whether evidence can be admitted, ruling on motions made by the crown counsel and defense lawyer, and determining the truthfulness of evidence
· Serving as a gatekeeper
JPs 182
Defence lawyers
· Ensure rights of accused are protected
Duty counsel 182
Crown counsel
· Crown attorneys are lawyers who represent the crown in court and who are responsible for prosecuting criminal cases responsibility for prosecuting cases shared between provinces and federal government 
· Cornerstone of the criminal justice system
· Roles and duties set out in crown
· Director of public prosecutions act
· Exercise considerable amount of discretion in case processing
· Provide advice to the police officers at the pre charge stage; they prepare for trial (collect evidence from police and other sources, research case precedents, and interview victims, witnesses and experts who may be called to testify)
· At trial, crown presents state’s case in attempt to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that accused is guilty
· Role is not to win convictions but put before the court all available 
Court administrative 184
Features of the courtroom workgroup
· Diversity not reflected in courtroom workgroup
Where do judges come from 
· At provincial court level appointed by provincial governments, while judges of the superior courts are appointed by the federal government
· Judge have 10 yr experience as lawyer
· 3 judges have to be from Quebec 185

White males most prominent 186 
Judicial ethics and accountability
· Provincial, territorial, and federal court judges are guided by ethical principles that are set 
· Primary structure of accountability for federally appointed judges is the Canadian judicial council created under the judges' act, chaired by chief justice of Canada and is composed of judges
· Judges who have been sanctioned by the Canadian Judicial council can appeal to the supreme court of Canada 188
Judicial independence: the notion that judges are not subject to pressure and influence and are free to make impartial decisions based on solely on fact and law 187
· Intimidated by the judge in question 189
Case delay in courts 190
· Lack of judicial resources, ineffective use of resources, too few judges, the complexity of criminal cases (multi-charge cases compose a majority of the cases in criminal court, inadequate case flow management by chief judges and trial judges, and the efforts of defence counsel to lengthen the period of time that accused persons are confined prior to trial on remand
· Hells angels on the grounds

Addressing case delay: The SCC r, v. jordan decision 
· British man, experienced 4 year delay before being brought to trial on drug charges
· Culture of complaceny 
· Set presumptive timelines for the disposition of cases in courts from time the person is charged to the actual or anticipated end of trial 
· Redefined constitutional rights 
· Skip preliminary hearing and go straight to trial to avoid lengthy case delay
· Air india 193-194
Week 10: Monday November 9
The Prosecution of Criminal Cases
Required reading: Griffiths, chapter 8 (pages 200-222, 238-39)
Summary conviction offence: less serious criminal offence that is triable before a magistrate or judge and, on conviction, carries a maximum penalty of a fine (not to exceed $5000) or 6 months in a provincial correctional facility, or both
· Criminal code defines it as 3 categories:
1. offences under the absolute jurisdiction of provincial courts
2. Offences under the absolute jurisdiction of superior courts;
3. Electable offences 
· Key difference: election – the right of the accused to choose to be tried by a judge instead of a jury
Indictable offence: generally, a more serious criminal offence that may carry maximum prison sentences of 14 years to life; examples include murder, robbery and aggravated sexual assault 
Absolute jurisdiction of provincial/territorial courts
· Section 553 of criminal code: lists less serious indictable and hybrid offences, accused has no choice but to be tried in a provincial or territorial court, even if crown proceeds by indictment 
· Offences include theft (other than cattle), obtaining money on false pretenses... 202
Hybrid/elective offences: offences that can be proceeded summarily or by indictment – a decision that is always made by the crown
Absolute jurisdiction of provincial/territorial superior courts
· Section 469: list of offences that are also non-electable offences (murder, treason, piracy)
· Preliminary hearing: hearing to determine if there is sufficient evidence to warrant a criminal trial
· Prima facie case when judge decides if crown has evidence that could be used to prove guilt 202
Electable offences
· 3 modes: trial by a provincial or territorial court judge, trial by a superior court judge sitting alone, trial by superior court judge and jury 
· The charter of rights and freedoms guarantees the right to a jury trial if the alleged offence carries a maximum sentence 203
Pretrial process 203
Information: a document that briefly outlines an allegation that a person has contravened a criminal law in a certain location during a specified period 
Their own recognizance: responsible for ensuring that they appear in court on the designated date
Reasons for not charging 204
Informant, reasonable grounds
Appearance notice: sets out details of the allegation against the accused person, provides the court date, and warns the accused that failure to appear in court is a criminal offence 205
Summons: briefly states the allegation and directs the person to appear in court on a certain day
Youth criminal justice act 205
Arrest: police can arrest without warrant
Three circumstances why immediate release might not occur 206
Judicial interim release (bail): the release of a person charged with a criminal offence prior to trial 
Show cause hearing 207
r. v Kevin antic
Conditions for bail, assessing risk 208
Bail reform act 209
Remand: the status accused persons in custody awaiting trial or sentencing 
Security certificates 211
Defendants access to legal representation 212 213
Fitnes to stand trial 214 
Plea 214 215
Key roles in criminal court played by the judge, prosecutor, or crown counsel, witness and jury 217
Jury trials not available for summary conviction offences
Disclosure of evidence
The trial: takes place when accused person who pleads not guilty does not change that plea and the crown does not withdraw the charges or terminate matter with stay of proceedings 219
Crown: prove the guilt of accused, no conviction if crown fails beyond reasonable doubt. 220

Week 11: Monday November 16
Drug Law and Policy in Canada: Crime vs. Health
Required reading: Benedikt Fischer et al., “Drug Law and Policy in Canada”, ch. 8 in Canadian Criminal Justice Policy – on Library Reserve through Ares
Manisha Krishnan, “Police Chiefs Call for Canada to Decriminalize Drug Possession”, Vice, July 9, 2020
Week 12: Monday November 23
Goodfellas or Bad Policy? Organized Crime Policies in Canada Required reading: Margaret E. Beare, “Policy and Politics: The Evolution of Organized Crime Policies in Canada”, ch. 12 in Canadian Criminal Justice Policy
Conditional release, warrant expiry date 360
Day parole, full parole, statutory parole, statutory release 361
Remission discharge, detention during the period of statutory release 362
One chance statutory release, release plan, community assessment 363
Temporary absence, parole board grant rates, the changing face of conditional release 364
Victims and conditional release 366

