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The Nature of Young Children’s Groups 
· By time in preschool clear dominance hierarchy among members of peer group 
· Certain children prevail over others when conflict 
· Some ethological theorists believe dominance hierarchies serve valuable purpose 
· Reduce overt aggression 
· Mid childhood status in peer groups more than dominance
· Children concerned with peer standing 
Cliques and Social Networks in Mid Childhood and Early ADO
· Mid child most in clique; form voluntarily or join by self 
· Usually same sex and race and between 3-9 years
· Boys tend be larger than girls 
· Age 11 many of social interactions occur within clique 
· Cliques seem increase change children have similar behaviours to that of group 
· Membership tends to be unstable 
· Dominant children be central in young children’s groups
· Want to be popular, athletic, cooperative, leaders
· Cliques mid childhoodprovide ready-made pool of peers for socializing, validation of chars, sense of belonging 
· Want to be accepted 
Cliques and Social Networks in Adolescence 
· Ages 11-18 increase in ties with many cliques 
· Early and mid adohigh value being popular and conform 
· Conforming can result in shunning 
· More interpersonal conflict with members 
· Later ado conformity decreases, look more into individual relationships 
· Late ado still belong to crowds 
· Crowdgroups who have similar stereotyped reputations
· Assigned frequently by consensus of peer group 
Boys and Girls in Cliques and Crowds 
· In ado girls more likely integrated into cliques 
· Tighter connection
· As get older cliques have opposite sex also 
Negative Influences of Cliques and Social Networks 
· Ado willing to do anything to be liked by peers 
· Gangloosely organized groups of ado or young adults who identify as group and often engage in illegal activities 
· Join or stay for protection 
· Provide sense of belonging 
· Innocuous behaviours 
· Negative peer groups in college like frats 
· Potential for peer group influence promote behaviour affected by family and cultural influences 
· Authoritative parentparents help protect ado from peer pressure 
· Authoritariandetached parents increase susceptibility to pressure 
· Strength of peer pressure/influence depends on culture as well 
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