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Functions of Families 
1.) Survival of offspringattend to physical needs, health, safety  
2.) Economic functionprovide means to acquire skills and other resources to be economically productive  
3.) Cultural trainingfamilies teach children basic values of culture 
· First function fundamental; needed for survival 
Family Dynamics 
· How family operates as whole 
· Individual family members contribute to child’s development 
· Family members influence each other directly and indirectly
· Family functioning influenced by social support parents receive from others 
· Children get older parent child interactions changes 
· Family dynamics can be altered by changes in parents, marital relationship, relationship of family members
· Alterations in family structure like birth, death, etc. influence 
· Single events can cause changes 
· Biological chars of parents and children contribute to parent child rel. 
· Biological chars of members affect family interactions 
Influence of Parental Socialization 
· Parents as direct instructorsparents may directly teach skills, rules, strategies, inform and advise on various issues 
· Parents as indirect socializersindirect socialization through own behaviours with and around children 
· Unintentionally demonstrate skills and communicate info/rules 
· Mode attitudes and behaviours towards others
· Parents as social managersmange child’s experiences and social lives 
· Exposure to various people activities, etc. 
· Prominent when children are young 
Parenting Styles and Practices 
· Different parenting stylesparenting behaviours and attitudes that set emotional climate in regard to parent child rels. 
· Two dimensions parenting styles important 
· Degree of parental warmth, support, acceptance 
· Degree of parenting control and demandingness 
· Baumrindauthoritative, authoritarian, permissive, rejecting-neglecting 
· Authoritativedemanding but warm and responsive 
· Clear standards and limits
· Considerable autonomy within important limits 
· Attentive to concerns and needs 
· Communicate openly
· Measured and consistent 

· Authoritariancold and unresponsive to needs 
· High in control and demandingness
· Expect child to comply to demands 
· Enforce demands; use threats and punishments 
· Children low in self esteem, social and academic competence 
· Unhappy and unfriendly 
· Boys more negatively affected 
· Psychological control
· Permissiveresponsive to needs and wishes and lenient with them 
· Children impulsive, lacking in self control, low in school achievement 
· Engage in more misconduct when get older 
· Rejecting-neglectingdisengaged, low in demandingness and responsiveness 
· No limits, don’t monitor 
· Children have disturbed attachment relations 
· In ado have problemsantisocial, low academic competence
Ethnic and Cultural Influences on Parenting 
· Physical disciple for Euro-American youths 
· Authoritative parenting
· African Americans more authoritarian to protect from dangers
· Chinese American moms use scolding, shame, guilt to control kids 
· Parental warmth and acceptance and harsh control seem have different meanings in acculturated and less acculturated families 
Attractiveness 
· Prettier get more affection and moms more playful with them 
· More likely pay attention to pretty babies if own isn’t 
· Evolutionary explanation why spend time with baby 
· Offspring healthy and genetically fit and able survive 
Children’s Behaviours and Temperaments 
· Children learn to be noncompliant through interactions with parents that reinforce negative behaviours 
· Can be affected by perceptions of parents’ attitudes towards them 
· If view parents as hostile increase chance being antisocial, depressed 
· Mutual influencebi-directionality of parent-child interactions 
· Reinforce and perpetuates each party’s behaviour 
· Key factor in parent-child relationships that exhibit pattern of cooperation, positive affect, harmonious communication coordinated behaviour 
Socioeconomic Influences on Parenting 
· Low SES more likely to use authoritarian and punitive child rearing style
· Higher SES tend to use style more authoritative, accepting, democratic 
· Higher SES more likely view themselves as teachers rather than providers 
· Promote conformity in child behaviourlow SES 
· Want children be self directed and autonomoushigh SES 
· Controlling in low SES to protect from dangers 
Economic Stresses and Parenting 
· Protracted economic stress strong predictor of quality of parenting, familial interactions, children’s adjustment and outcome for each generally negative 
· Economic pressures increase chance marital conflict and parent depression 
· Help moderate impact of economic stresses is having supportive relationships with relatives, friends, neighbours, or others 
Homelessness 
· At risk of depression, behavioural problems, academic failure 
· High risk getting involved in drugs and prostitution 
· Malnourished and lack medical care 
· Internalizing problems like depression 
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