1. Question 1: Smuggling and contraband markets are an essential element of organized crime. Please research and post a current (within the last ten years) example of smuggling. Please provide a link.

Contraband markets and smuggling play a huge role in organized crime.  Throughout the many years that organized crime has been around there has been a big variety of different strategies and procedures implemented in the smuggling process.  With police implementing stronger security it has left no choice for smugglers to become more creative with their methods to try and outsmart the police and security methods put in place. In July 2019 BBC news published an article listing new bizarre methods used by smugglers specifically with cocaine.  Border patrol were able to luckily stop these mules from entering into the country but were amused and impressed by the methods used by the smugglers.  Some methods that were used by the smugglers were attempting to hide the cocaine under their wigs.  This smuggler was caught with $30000 worth.  In brazil police were able to find 176 lbs of cocaine disguised as soap bars and being sold at the local market, just adding to the bizarre attempts and methods used by smugglers to try and fool the police. A very smart method also used by smugglers that were able to fool police on multiple occasion was smuggling cocaine in pineapples.  This method was successful as pineapple seemed to not be a place to smuggle cocaine thus police didn’t bother to check on them.  The smugglers would precisely skin the pineapple removing a think layer from the inside then place the cocaine inside turning the typical exotic fruit of a pineapple into an altered counterfeit good.   

LINK: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-49002746 
