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Conversational Skills 
· Vygotsky believed private speech of young kids serve regulatory function
· Talk to themselves 
· Piaget labeled young kid’s talk with peers collective monologues 
· Conversations tend to be series of non sequiturs 
· Talk about something nothing to do with what other said 
· Conversations of preschooler peers longer and more complex 
· At most 3 year olds conversations include brief references to past events
· Five year olds produce narrativesdescriptions of past events that have basic structure of story 
· Parents assist kids to develop ability produce coherent accounts of past events
· Providing scaffolding 
· Children need substantial support 
Later Development 
· Ability sustain conversations grows over time 
· School age kids more capable of reflecting and analyze language 
· Master more complex grammar rules
Current Theoretical Issues in Language Development 
· By 5 or 6 learned great deal about appropriate uses of their language and more skilled at conversations 
· Differ with respect to:
· Relative roles of nature and nurture in development language 
· Degree to which language acquisition supported by language specific versus general purpose cognitive abilities 
· Role social interaction and communication in language development 
Nativist Views 
· Argued language too complex to rise from experience alone 
· Must be innate structures that enable young humans to acquire it 
· Influential view CHOMSKY 
· Using language requires knowledge of set of high abstract, unconscious rules
· Referred to as universal grammar 
· Set of highly abstract unconscious rules common to all languages 
· Have inborn knowledge
· Modularity hypothesishumans contain innate, self contained language module separate from other aspects of cognitive functioning 
· Nativist views supported by fact all exposed to language 
· Strongest idea innate would be linguistic rules on invention of sign language 
· Criticized for idea of universal grammar common to all languages
· Also for focusing on syntactic development 

Interactionist Views 
· Language development influenced by communicative function 
· Children want to interact with others. Communicate own thoughts, feelings, etc. 
· Kids discover underlying regularities in language 
· Interactionist theories supported by infants and young kids apply increasing language skills is communicating with people 
Connectionist Views 
· Maintain language development not based on innate linguistic knowledge 
· Connectionismemphasize simultaneous activity of numerous interconnected processing units 
· Connectionist view of language development consistent with speech perception research 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have achieved impressive success   
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