
Four Types of Simple Epithelia 

 
 

Simple Squamous 
Epithelium 

Simple Cuboidal 
Epithelium 

Simple Columnar Pseudostratified 
Columnar  

- Single layer + flattened 
cells 

 
- Allows material to pass 

by via diffusion and 
filtration 

  
- Protection is not 

important 
 

- Located in kidney 
glomeruli, air sacs and 
blood vessels as well 
as the Endothelium 
(lining of blood cells) 
and the Mesothelium 
(Epithelium of 
Membranes- 

- Single layer of 
cube-like cells 
  

- Made for 
secretion and 
absorption 

  
- Located in 

Kidney tubules, 
ducts and 
secretory 
portions of 
glands 

- Single layer of tall 
cells with oval 
nuclei 

  
- Made for 

absorption and to 
secrete 
substances like 
mucus and 
enzymes 

 
- Located in most 

of the digestive 
tract, gallbladder 
and ciliated 
variety lines 

- Tall with single 
layer of cells 

 
- Secretes 

substances 
(mucus) 

 
- Located in male 

sperm carrying 
ducts & ducts of 
large glands 



 
 

 



 



 



 

 



 





 


