Writing 1020F/G Introduction to University Essay Writing
Review Questions
Chapter One, pp. 1-10

1. Define “genre” and provide an example from the academic setting.
“Genre” is French word for type or style, it means the human writing and communication are dependant on social situations.In a academic setting, an example of a genre would be an email to a professor about a question in the curriculum. The setting would call for a more concise formal tone. This would be a different genre if we were texting a fellow classmate that we know very well, the same question. 

2. Discuss academic writing as a genre, and provide examples of some of its distinctive features.
Academic writing as a genre means that tone of writing would be much more formal. The academic writer wants to convey precision and explicitness while also displaying clarity, this because they want to share their knowledge with the academic community. In this case the social circumstances calls for a paper with extensive sources, long noun phrases, technical language, explicit arguments and acknowledgements of previous studies.

3. What does Carolyn Miller mean when she writes that “when we learn a genre . . . [w]e learn . . what ends we may have”?
Carolyn Miller means that when we learn a genre, we learn to identify each social circumstance we come across and the potential of failing or winning in acting together. This in turn not only helps us participate in this cultural exchange but as well as helping achieve certain goals in this exchange. 

4. What does it mean to say that to consider genre “turns style into both a relative and a practical consideration”? (p. 3) Discuss the text by Adrienne Clarkson as an example.
To consider genre “turns style into both a relative and a practical consideration” means that while genre is relative a particular situation, it can still have some practical aspects or goals. For example, in Clarkson’s text she use the genre of a response letter and her practical goal is to address the Canadian public in a informal way.  

5. Identify the “knowledge making gestures” present in example 9, from pages 8-9. 
In example 9, We see one of the “knowledge making gestures” by the author adding sources to back up their arguments like using “(e.g., Crawford 2004; Snowball 2005)”. He uses this source to demonstrate the argument that teachers should use graphic novels to motivate their “so-called reluctant readers”. This also acknowledges previous studies about the topic. They are also using technical terms that would be  relatively new to the reader like “panacea”. 

6. Define the following terms, and provide examples: colloquialism, nominalization.
Nominalization signifies naming, however, in academic writing prepositions, verbs and other parts of speech are omitted and thus creating heavily transformed nouns and long noun phrases. An example of this would be  “This information enables us to formulate precise questions.” which would turn into “This information enables formulation of precise questions.”.This helps scholars to forget descriptive phrases and go straight to the results of their research. 

Colloquialism means the use of informal speech, casual expressions and clichés these of which are widely and quickly understood. However, colloquialisms should not be used in a academic setting because most academic discourse calls for a more literal approach. An example of colloquialism would be “trash it” which is English slang to damage or destroy something. 

7. May undergraduates use the first-person pronouns (I, we) in their academic writing?

Many undergraduates find that they might have to use the first-person pronouns (I,we) and might not have to. For instance, students could be asked to write a personal essay with their own experiences from their own subjective perspective. In this case they would use the pronouns “I” and “we”. Contrarily, students will also be asked to write a research paper, which they would use not use the pronouns “I” and “we”. This is because the students would strive for objectivity, to describe and explain the topic rather to relate to it. There might be times where the student is asked to relate to the topic of research. This in turn would lead the student to combining objectivity and subjectivity. It is only then would a student the pronouns “I” and “we” in a research paper. 

8. Why do Roe and Ouden call objectivity an “ideal”?

Roe and Ouden state that it is nearly impossible for an academic writer to completely write objectively because there is always some “subjective impressions” in the text. They call objectivity an “ideal” because most academic writers want an impartiality effect on their writing style to appropriately convey their knowledge. This apparent when academic writers use other voices that “seems to allow for an impartial weighing on evidence.”
