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	Theory 
	Main Questions Addressed 

	Piagetian 
	Nature nurture, continuity/discontinuity, active child 

	Information processing 
	Nature nurture, how change occurs 

	Core knowledge 
	Nature nurture, continuity/discontinuity

	Sociocultural 
	Nature nurture, influence of sociocultural context, how change occurs 

	Dynamic systems 
	Nature nurture, active child, how change occurs 



Piaget’s Theory 
View of Children’s Nature 
· Approach often labeled constructivist 
· Depicts children as constructing knowledge for themselves from experiences 
· Most important according to Piaget is generate hypothesis, performing experiments, draw conclusions form observations 
· Children learn important lessons on own (2nd) 
· Third assumptionchildren intrinsically motivated to learn and don’t need rewards to do so
Central Development Issues 
Nature and Nurture 
· Motivation meet two functionsadaptation and organization 
· Adaptationtendency to respond to demands of environment in ways that meet one’s goals 
· Organizationtendency to integrate particular observations into coherent knowledge 
Sources of Continuity 
· Main sources of continuityassimilation, accommodation, equilibrium 
· Assimilationincorporate information into concepts they already understand 
· Accommodationadapt current understandings in response to new experiences 
· Equilibriumbalance assimilation and accommodation to create stable understanding
· First equilibrium don’t see discrepancies don’t see differences between observed and understanding 
· Second is disequilibrium can’t generate alternative 
· Final develop sophisticated understanding that eliminates shortcomings 
Sources of Discontiunuity 
· 1. Qualitative Changedifferent ages think in qualitatively different ways 
· 2. Broad applicabilitytype of thinking characteristic of each stage influences child’s thinking across diverse topics and contexts 
· 3. Brief transitionthinking of new and old
· 4. Invariant sequenceeveryone go through same order and don’t skip stage 
· Four stages of cognitive development 
· Sensorimotorbirth to 2, intelligence expressed through sensory and motor abilities 
· Preoperational2-7 children able to represent experiences in language, mental imagery, symbolic thought 
· Concrete operational7-12 children able reason logically about concrete objects and events 
· Formal operational12 and up; think about abstractions and hypothetical situations 
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