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Name and Student Number _______________________________________________ 
Test One, Fall, 2020: PHI 1101 B, L, CJ, HJ Reasoning and Critical Thinking
Professor Laura Byrne

· Before you write and submit this test, please be sure that you have read and understood all of the instructions in the Word document posted on Brightspace, Accessing, Writing, and Submitting Test One. Students are responsible for following these instructions.
· Please type your answers directly onto your downloaded and saved test. Save it as a Word Document. You MUST submit you test as a Word document (.doc or .docx.) Tests submitted in any other form will not be accepted. Handwritten tests cannot be graded.
General Test Instructions

Questions during the Test

· In the non-online world, students may ask the Professor questions about non-course content during the test. Similarly, in our new online world, the Professor will check her e-mail from time to time on Monday, October 5 from 9 AM to 5 PM. 
· It is, nevertheless, simply common sense, given that you have a rather longer period to write and submit your exam, that it cannot be guaranteed that you will receive a response at just the moment you would like to have one. If you are waiting for a response, simply move to the parts of the exam about which you do not have a question. 
· Please remember, though, that in neither the real nor the online worlds, can the professor cannot answer questions about course content during the test.

Submitting your Test
· Students have until 5PM to submit their tests via Brightspace.

Academic Integrity
· This course does not use Respondus. This is because, following some of the recommendations and best practices for online learning, the professor has constructed the test to measure deep learning and critical thinking rather than memorization.

· Students may consult their textbooks, course materials, and lecture notes. Students may not, however, consult any other sources for information about course content. Students who do so will be charged with academic fraud. 
· Students may, however, consult other sources such as dictionaries, for non-course content when they do not know a certain fact or definition of a word. Concepts such as soundness, statements, and validity, etc. count as course content. Facts such as France is in Europe and definitions such as pure breed dogs must have parents of the same breed do not count as course content. 
· If you have any questions about what does and does not constitute course content may email the professor while writing the test. Please see Questions during the Test

above for more information about email during the test.
Section One: Concepts of Critical Thinking 
· Match each concept below with the best and most appropriate phrase or sentence. Note: you will not use all of the phrases or sentences. Choose only one phrase or sentence for each concept. (Each answer is worth 1 mark.) Type your answer on the dotted lines or before or after the dotted lines.
A. enthymeme



………………….

B. disjunction



…………………..

C. Reductio ad Absurdum

…………………..




D. consistency



……………..........

E. disjunct



…………………..

F. inference



…………………..

G. statements



…………………..

H. questions, commands, and wishes
…………………..
I. argument



…………………..

J. Law of the Excluded Middle

…………………..

K. logical strength 


………………….
L. inductive argument 


…………………..
1. In virtue of its logical form, it claims that the truth of its premises guarantees the truth of the conclusion.

2. a simple proposition that is combined with another simple proposition to form the complex proposition Either p or q
3. a relationship between two thoughts that occurs when one thought supports or justifies or makes it reasonable to believe another thought
4. an argument has this when the premises, if true, actually provide support for, justify, or make it reasonable to believe the conclusion is true.

5. In virtue of its logical form, it claims that the truth of its premises makes the truth of its conclusion probable. 
6. a complex proposition that has the form Either p or q
7. used in a reductio ad absurdum to show that the negation of a proposition is true

8. an argument that shows that a proposition is false by demonstrating that a contradiction follows from it

9. are neither true nor false
10. a connected series of arguments in which the conclusion of one argument also serves as a premise in another argument

11. is a property of sets of statements
12. an argument in which the conclusion or one of the premises has been left unstated.
13. are either true or false

14. a set of statements that claims that one or more of those statements, called the premises, support, or justify, or make it reasonable to believe that another of those statements, the conclusion, is true
· Decide whether the following are true or false. Bold and underline the correct answer. (Each answer is worth 1 mark.) 

1. A logically sound argument is one in which the premises, if true, actually provide support for, justify, or make it reasonable to believe the conclusion is true.





T         
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2. The Law of the Non-Contradiction states that every proposition must be either true or false. In other words, any middle position between truth and falsity is excluded.


T              
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Section Two: Application of the Concepts of Critical Thinking 

· Match the name of the valid argument form to the argument to which it refers. (Each answer is worth one mark.)

i) Disjunctive Syllogism  _____________
1. Border Collies are either animals or plants.  Border Collies are not plants.  Therefore, Border Collies are animals.

2. If Lassie is an animal, then she is not a plant.  Lassie is an animal.  Therefore, Lassie is not a plant. 
3. If students are animals, then they are not plants. This student is a plant.  Therefore, this student is not an animal. 

ii) Disjunctive Syllogism  _____________
1. You like Star Trek. You like Stranger Things. Therefore, you will probably like Star Wars.
2. If you like Star Trek, you will like Stranger Things. You do like Star Trek. Therefore, you will like Stranger Things.
3. Chaser either likes Star Trek or he likes Stranger Things. He does not like Star Trek. Therefore, he likes Stranger Things.
Section Two: Application of the Concepts of Critical Thinking 

· Are the following sentences statements?  Explain your answer by defining the concept of a statement and applying it. (Each answer is worth 2 marks.)
1. Cephalus commanded Socrates to remain silent.
2. The first argument in the Republic is invalid.

· State whether the following sets of statements are consistent or inconsistent.  Explain your answer by defining the concept and applying it to the set of statements. (Each answer is worth 2 marks.)
1. Socrates is always making statements. Everything he says is neither true nor false. 
2. The average dog is much more intelligent than Socrates. Socrates is as intelligent as the average dog.
· State whether the following passages contain an argument. Explain your answer by defining the concept of an argument and applying it. If the passages do contain an argument, identify the premises and the conclusions. (Each answer is worth 4 marks.)
1. Socrates and Plato are philosophers. All philosophers hate tomatoes. Hence, Socrates and Plato hate tomatoes. 

2. Chaser is either a philosopher or a poet. He is definitely not a poet. Consequently, Chaser is a philosopher.
· The following arguments are logically strong. Explain why they are logically strong. State the premises and conclusions of the argument in your explanation. Are the following arguments also logically sound? Explain your answer by defining the concept of soundness and applying it, referring to the parts of the argument relevant to your explanation. (Each answer is worth 4 marks.)
1.  If “Teach Chaser critical thinking immediately” is a command, then it is neither true nor false. It is, therefore, neither true nor false because it is a command.

2. If Toronto, Ontario were in France, then it would be in South America. But Toronto, Ontario is not in South America, so it is not in France.

Section Three:  The Republic 
1. Text Question
· Explain the context of the following passage: that is, explain what leads up to it in the philosophical discussion of Book One of the Republic (.5 marks) and, then, what follows from it in the philosophical discussion of Book One of the Republic. (.5 marks) 
“Wealth can do a lot to save us from having to cheat or deceive someone against our will and from having to depart for that other place in fear because we owe sacrifice to a god or money to a person.”

2. Applying the Concepts of Critical Thinking to the Republic Questions: Please note that there are two Applying the Concepts of Critical Thinking to the Republic questions.
· Do you think that premise two of Socrates’s argument against Cephalus’s definition is true? Argue for your position, stating your argument in standard form. (3 marks: 1 mark for your premises; 1 mark for your conclusion; 1 mark for correctly writing the argument in standard form.)

· Give your own definition of justice and argue for it.  Write your argument in sentence and paragraph form, using appropriate inference indicators for your premise(es) and conclusion. (4 marks: 1 mark for your premises; 1 mark for your conclusion, 1 mark for your inference indicators for your premises(es); one mark for you inference indicator for your conclusion.)
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