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Lesson 6: Patterns of Subsistence and Modes of Production

Mode of production: the dominant pattern of making a living in a culture. 5 modes of production (Foraging, 			     Horticulture, Pastoralism, Agriculture/Farming, and Industrialism)

Foraging: collecting food that is available in nature, by gathering, fishing or hunting. *oldest way of making a living

Horticulture: growing domesticated crops in garden using simple hand tools such as digging sticks, hoes, and 		       carrying baskets. Still practised by thousands of people around the world. 5 stages of Horticulture		      (clearing, planting, weeding, harvesting, and fallowing p. 73 textbook)

Pastoralism: the domestication of animal herds and the use of their products, such as meat and milk, for 50 percent		      or more of the pastoral society’s diet

Agriculture: growing crops on permanent plots with the use of plowing, irrigation, and fertilizer. In contrast			      to foraging, horticulture, and pastoralism, agriculture is an intensive strategy. Intensification		   	      involves the use of techniques that allow the same plot of land to be used repeatedly without			      losing its fertility. Crucial inputs include substantial amounts of labour for weeding, use of 			      natural and chemical fertilizers, and control of water supply

Industrialism: goods are produced through mass employment in business and commercial operations

Family Farming: production is geared to support the family and produce goods for sale. Family sharing is part of a		             bigger market economic system. an intensive strategy that involves growing crops on permanent 		             plots with the use of plowing

Use Rights: a person or group has socially recognized priority in access to particular resources, such as gathering		     regions, hunting and fishing areas, and water holes

Division of Labor: The family (or household) is the basic unit of production, and gender and age are important in 			  organizing work. Most family farming societies have a marked gender-based division of labour. 			  Cross-cultural analysis of gender roles in 46 cultures revealed that men perform the “bulk” of the 		              	  labour in more than three- fourths of the sample (Michaelson and Goldschmidt 1971).

Extensive Agriculture: agricultural production system that uses small inputs of labor, fertilizers, and capital, relative 			        to the land are being farmed (opposite of intensive strategy  see “Agriculture” concept)

Collectivized Agriculture: a form of industrialized agriculture that involves nonprivate control of land, technology,			              and goods produced

Shifting Cultivation: Rain is the sole source of moisture. Horticulture requires rotation of garden plots in order to 			     allow used areas to regenerate

Fallowing: Depending on the soil and the crop grown, the land must be left unused for a specified number of years so	    that it regains its fertility

Domestication: of plants and animals—that is, the process by which human selection causes genetic changes in plants	           and animals and leads to their greater control by humans in terms of their location and their			           reproduction

Globalization: economic anthropologists are increasingly involved in researching how global and local systems are 		         linked. The spread of Western capitalism in recent centuries has had, and continues to have, massive 		         effects on other modes of production that it meets 

Swidden cultivation: an agricultural system in which plots of land are cultivated temporarily, then abandoned and			     allowed to revert to their natural vegetation while the cultivator moves on to another plot

Nomadic: members of a community who live in different locations moving from one place to another

The Samburu of Kenya and the Basseri of Iran are both examples of semi-nomadic pastoralism

Sedentary: members of a community who stay in one place for a long time (they settle down, major goal of 			    pastoralism)

Nomadism: foraging and Pastoralism 

Sedentarism: horticulture, agriculture and industry

Staple foods: food that is eaten routinely and, in such quantities, that it constitutes a dominant portion of a standard		       diet for a given people, supplying a large fraction of energy needs and generally forming a significant		       proportion of the intake of other nutrients as well

Redistribution: a form of exchange that involves one person collecting good or money from many members of a group who then, at a later time and at a public event, returns the pooled good to everyone who contributed.

Female farming: family farms in which females play the major role in production


Food crisis of 2008: following many factors such as climate change, speculation, a drop in the American dollar, an 			    increase in population, and changing food habits in some parts of the world, there was an acute 			    food shortage in rice and corn caused by a dramatic increase in price which led to a domino effect		    in the prices and shortages of other foods such as wheat. 30 countries suffered, 12 were acute

Urban foraging/dumpster diving: in many cities of the world, poor people make a living from foraging in the urban 				          jungle. This is a mode of survival that requires people to depend on the refuse of 				          others in order to eat or make a living

Transhumance: the seasonal movement of herds. It is typically found in the mountainous areas of the world where		           other forms of land exploitation would be difficult.

Forms of reciprocal exchange: reciprocity involves the exchange of goods and services and is rooted in a mutual sense 			      of obligation and identity (generalized, balanced, negative)

 Generalized reciprocity: exchange involving the least conscious sense of interest in material gain or thought			                of what might be received in return. This form of reciprocity usually takes place 				  among close kin and carries the highest degree of moral obligation. No account is 			                kept of what is given, no immediate return is expected. Assistance is given, and if 			                possible, returned

 Balanced reciprocity: this form of reciprocity includes a clear obligation to return, within a specific time limit,			           goods of nearly equal value. Best known example of this: KULA RING. The kula is an 			           exchange network. Two types of good are being exchanged, armed shells and necklaces

 Negative reciprocity: a refusal to receive or a failure to return the gift is taken as a withdrawal from the social 			           relationship. Because the gift puts the receiver under obligation, most people like to pay off 		           the debt by making a return gift. However, in balanced reciprocity, the return does not need 			           to be immediate. In fact, repaying the gift immediately might be an indication of an 			           unwillingness to be obligated, and therefore also an indication that a trusting social 			           relationship is neither present nor desired. In the same manner, refusing a gift signals the 			           refusal of the social relationship with the giver

Forms of exchange: the transfer of goods or money between people or institutions (floating, fixed, pegged float)

The rise of cities: Most Euro-Americans have a “progressivist” view that agriculture is a major advance in cultural 			evolution because it brought with it so many things that westerners admire—cities, centres of 			learning and art, powerful state governments, and monumental architecture

Family farms: family farms in North America, men typically have the main responsibility for daily farm operations; 		         women’s participation ranges from equal to minimal involvement (Barlett 1989:271–273)—they do 		         run farms, but generally only when divorced or widowed



Lesson 7: Economic Systems

Consumerism: a mode of consumption in which people’s demands are many and infinite, and the means of satisfying 	          them are never sufficient, thus driving colonialism, globalization, and other forms of expansionism. 		          Consumerism is the distinguishing feature of industrial/informatic cultures. Globalization is spreading 	          consumerism throughout the world

Exchange: “mode of exchange” is the dominant way, in a culture, of transferring goods, services, and other items 		     between and among people and groups OR transfer of something that may be material or immaterial 		     between at least two persons, groups, or institutions. *3 types: reciprocity, redistribution, market

Potlach: a feast in which the host lavishes the guests with abundant quantities of the best food and many gifts. The 	most honourable foods are fish oil, high-bush cranberries, and seal meat, and they will be served in 	ceremonial wooden bowls. Gifts include embroidered blankets, household articles such as carved wooden 	boxes and woven mats, canoes, and items of food.

Free trade: a free trade agreement is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to imports and exports 		    among them. Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be bought and sold across international 		    borders with little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or prohibitions to inhibit their exchange

Potlach and Potlaching: The Pacific Coast region is rich in fish, game, berries, and nuts, among other foods. 			          Nonetheless, given regional climatic variation, food supplies were often uneven, with some 			          groups each year having surpluses while others faced scarcity. The potlatch system helped to 		          smooth out these variations: Groups with a surplus would sponsor a potlatch and those 			          experiencing a leaner year were guests. In this way, potlatching established a social safety net 		          across a wide area of the Northwest. This brief sketch of potlatching shows the linkages 			          among the three economic processes of production, consumption, and exchange

Consumption Fund: a category within a person’s or household’s budget used to provide for his or her needs and 			    demands. Cross-cultural analysis reveals five categories that appear to be relevant universally 			    (basic needs fund, recurrent cost funds, entertainment funds, ceremonial fund, and rent and tax 		 	    fund)

Entitlement: a culturally defined right to provide for one’s life needs. According to Sen, everyone has a set, or 		    “bundle,” of entitlements. For example, a person might own land, earn cash from a job, be on welfare, or 		     live off an inheritance. Some entitlements are more secure and lucrative than others

Direct entitlement: he most secure form. In an agricultural society, for example, owning land that produces food is a 			  direct entitlement

Food taboos: abstaining people from food and/or beverage consuming due to religious and cultural reasons (Jews & 		       Muslims not eating pig)

Money: a medium of exchange that can be used for a variety of goods. Money exists cross-culturally in such diverse	forms as shells, salt, cattle, furs, cocoa beans, and iron hoes. Modern money, in the form of coins and paper	bills, has the advantages of being portable, divisible, uniform, and recognizable

Generalized reciprocity: a transaction that involves the least conscious sense of interest in material gain or thought of		          what might be received in return, and when. Such exchanges often involve goods and services 		          of an everyday nature, such as a cup of coffee. Generalized reciprocity is the main form of 			          exchange between people who know each other well and trust each other. Therefore, it is the 		          main form of exchange in foraging societies. It is also found among close kin and friends 			          cross-culturally

Redistribution: form of expected reciprocity in which one person collects goods or money from many members of a 		          group and provides a social return at a later time. Form of centricity, possibility of inequality

Balanced reciprocity: a system of transfers in which the goal is either immediate or eventual balance in value.

Negative reciprocity: a refusal to receive or a failure to return the gift is taken as a withdrawal from the social 			      relationship

Consumption: both an intake and an output like eating a sandwich is an intake and spending money on it is an output

Consumption patterns after the fall of the Soviet Union: fell income inequality grew dramatically and so did 							    consumption. Flux of Western goods from cars to sugar 							    beverages. Consumption of fat and ect. grew from 20%-30%. 						    rates of low-birth-weight babies and anemia have risen in 							    many regions of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 							    Union, indicating a deterioration in diet

Market exchange: the buying and selling of commodities under competitive conditions in which the forces of supply 		 and demand determine value

Gift-giving: primary category of gift exchange

Special purpose money: used for particular events or transactions only. Melanesia pigs can be bought with shell 			           money. Also feather money made from red feathers from the scarlet honeyeater birds. Also, 	                         porpoise teeth

Economic Anthropology: attempts to explain human economic behavior in its widest historic, geographic and cultural 		             scope. Economic anthropology is the study of production, consumption, and exchange 			             cross-culturally

Economic system: economics deals with things such as tools to produce goods, relationships between things and 			 people, and people to one another in the process of producing, distributing and consuming goods. 			 It also involves the relationships between them and the organization of the family, and relationships 		 between political organizations and modes of production and the distribution of goods. This means 		 that economic systems will vary with cultural groups

Bigmanship: Many large tribes, engage in exchange, derive prestige from gift giving in large social gatherings. 		       Prestige gives them power; it is unstable and relies on people being indebted to them. By giving gifts, 		       receiver is in debt which can be called out on a later date. Jonathan Fifi’s career led to parliament in 		       Solomon Islands.  Tests her knowledge of their culture and excepted our teacher as a member of her 		       family, ranked as one the greatest bigmen of the Solomon Islands. Visited him on death bed. She bought 	       him gifts; his wife distributed her gifts to keep his reputation as a bigman

Wallerstein’s world economy model: the modern world economy is stratified into three major areas: core, periphery, 				   and semi-periphery. Core areas monopolize the most profitable activities, such 				   as the high-tech service, manufacturing, and financial activities. They have the 				   strongest governments, which play a dominating role in the affairs of other 					   countries. Peripheral areas are relegated to the least profitable activities, 					   including production of raw materials, foodstuffs, and labour-intensive goods, 					   and they must import high-tech goods and services from the core. They tend to 				   have weak governments and are dominated, either directly or indirectly, by core 				   states. Semi-peripheral areas stand in the middle. According to this model, 					   economic benefits are highly unequal across regions, with core areas profiting 					   most

Personalized consumption: In small-scale societies—such as those of foragers, horticulturalists, and pastoralists—				 consumption items are typically produced by the consumers themselves for their own use. 			 If not, they are likely to be produced by people with whom the consumer has a personal, 				face-to-face relationship; which is personalized consumption

Levelling mechanism: an unwritten culturally embedded rule that prevents an individual from becoming wealthier or 		       more powerful than anyone else

Market: public spaces where people buy stuff with money such as a farmer’s market for people to buy produce, etc. 
              An example would be Marché Jean Talon in Montreal

Household budget: based on a person’s needs and funds for their home (?)

Kula ring: exchange network in the Trobriand Islands which was traded by men through ships, it was very dangerous 	   that only men were allowed (armshell, necklaces…)



Lesson 8: The Life Cycle

Adoption in Canada: Ann Anagnost (2004) said that North American parents adopt children from China. She also 			     pointed out that these baby girls might have been abandoned due to the government policy and 			     Chinese cultural attitudes

Communitas: a sense of collective unity out of individual diversity, explained by Victor Turner

Birth rates: highest rates found in Mennonites and Hutterites in USA and Canada (in these Christian groups, women 		    bear 9 children). Birth rates increased over death rates in countries such as India and China

Birth intervals: the time between one birth and a subsequent birth. Long birth intervals are cause by breastfeeding and 	          women’s low levels of body fat

Rite of passage: a person leaving one group to another. For example, Bar Mitzvahs, confirmations, graduation, 		            wedding ceremony, funeral (death), etc. 

Cultural understanding of pregnancies: cultural practices and beliefs about pregnancy and birth affect the viability of 				      the fetus during its gestation as well as the infant’s fate after birth. Not all 					      societies understand pregnancies in the same ways’ conception explain in 					      different ways. Among Tiwi, pregnancies understood as done naturally, 					      women must be married at all times so that the child will have a father. 					      Contrast, Marui, man develops and maintain growth of fetus by repeated 					      sexual intercourse. Conception of pregnancies changed in 19th century middle 				      class Victorian England, was inelegant, something one had to bear to have a 					      child. Would hide during ending of pregnancy

Social birth: often associated with naming ceremonies through which the child truly becomes a member of her/his 		      society and is recognized by all. This is especially relevant in areas with high infant mortality rates

Naming ceremonies: Name a child is to recognize he is a member of a society. Parents have a choice into the name 			     great care is taken. Some Western family’s child should be given name of grandparents or if a 			     boy named after their father

Puberty: child to adulthood, body changes, able to reproduce, etc. 

Enculturation: human beings are dependent on the social transmission of knowledge in order to survive. Infants cannot 	         survive without the help of people

Liminality: often involves the learning of specialized skills that will equip the person for the new status
Fertility-control methods: induced abortions are direct intervention in a pregnancy may be resorted to in order to 			             prevent fetal development and lead to abortion. New reproductive technologies like the 			             ability to gain genetic information about the fetus, which can be used by parents in decision 		             making about whether or not to abort. IVF designed to by infertility in a woman and promote 		             fertility. Taking tea made out of herbs, substances formed into pills, some vaginally inserted, 		             some rubbed on the stomach, etc. (different ways of fertility-control)

Incest taboo: a rule prohibiting marriage or sexual intercourse between certain kinship relations

Endogamy: marriage within a particular group or locality

Exogamy: marriage outside a particular group or locality

Hypogyny: a marriage in which the bride is of higher status than the groom

Hypergyny: a marriage in which the groom is of higher status than the bride

Dowry: goods and money given by the bride’s family to the married couple

Brideprice: goods and money given by the groom’s family to the parents of the bride

Groomprice: goods and money given by the bride’s family to the married couple and to the parents of the groom

Bridewealth: labour given by the groom to the parents of the bride

Demographic transition: a process of change from the high fertility and high mortality in agricultural societies to the 			           low fertility and low mortality of industrialized societies

Types of marriage: polygamy and monogamy

 Polygamy: marriage with multiple spouses
Monogamy: marriage between a couple

Marriage: according to anthropologist Linda Stone, marriage is an intimate relation between spouses that creates		  culturally recognized in-law kin relations

Induced abortion: usually done by the mother herself, or with assistance from another woman (maybe a midwife). The 		methods used are hitting the abdomen, starvation, taking drugs, jumping from high places, jumping 		up and down, lifting heavy objects, and doing hard work 

Pronatalism: an ideology promoting the birthing of many children 



Lesson 9: Kinship, Marriage, and the Family

[image: Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated]Kinship diagram/ Kinship diagram symbols and abbreviations: a schematic way of presenting data on the kinship 								relationships of an individual, called “ego”. This 								diagram depicts all of ego’s relatives, as remembered 								by ego and reported to the anthropologist




Matrifocality: a household system in which a female (or females) is the central, stable figure around whom another 		        member cluster

Forms of residence and household: 4 forms of residence (neolocality, matrilocality, patrilocality, avunculocality) + 3 			              forms of household (nuclear, extended, stem)
Neolocality: a kinship rule that defines preferred marital residence in a new location not linked to either the bride’s or 	      the groom’s parents’ residence

Matrilocality: a kinship rule that defines preferred marital residence with or near the bride’s kin

Patrilocality: a kinship rule that defines preferred marital residence with or near the groom’s kin

Avunculocality: a kinship rule that defines preferred marital residence with or near the groom’s mother’s brother

Nuclear household: a domestic unit containing one adult couple (married or partners), with or without children

Extended household: a co-residential group that comprises more than one parent–child unit

Stem household: a co-residential group that comprises only two married couples related through males, commonly 		             found in East Asian cultures 

Pronatalism: an ideology promoting the birthing of many children 

Clan: a structure in which most people claim descent from a common ancestor, although they may be unable to trace	the exact relationship 

Femicide: murder of a person based on the fact of her being female

Matrilineage: a kinship system that highlights the importance of women by tracing descent through the female line 

Patrilineage: a kinship system that highlights the importance of men in tracing descent 

Forms of descent: bilateral descent, unilineal descent, and double descent

Bilateral descent: a kinship system in which a child is recognized as being related by descent to both parents

Unilineal descent: a kinship system that traces descent through only one parent, either the mother or the father 

Double descent: combination of matrilineal and patrilineal descent

Forms of adoption/exchange of children: adoption and fostering

Adoption: a formal and permanent form of child transfer

Fostering: sometimes similar to a formal adoption in terms of permanence and a sense of kinship. Or it may 		  temporary placement of a child with someone else for a specific purpose, with little or no sense of kinship

Family of procreation: refers to the family that we create by getting married and having or adopting children

Family of orientation: which is the family that we are born into

Japanese demographic status: in the 18th and 19th century, husbands and wives had different fertility preferences. 				     Wives would want a girl first then a boy. The daughter could help the mother with work, 			     etc. Husbands would want a boy first then a girl. The only method they had was the sex-			     selective infanticide. It all came down to which spouse had more power to be able to 				     dominate the decision-making about if a child being born would be kept or not
China’s one-child policy: announced in 1978, allowed most families to have only one child. It involved strict 			            surveillance of pregnancies, strong group pressure toward women pregnant for the second 			            time or more and forced abortions and sterilizations. This policy inadvertently led to an 			            increase in female infanticide, as parents, in their desire for a son, killed or abandoned infant 		           daughters


Cultural groups

The San Bushmen: European colonists used to call the San people as bushmen, a derogatory term but they (San Peoples) preferred it over what locals call them now.

Ju/’hoansi: the Ju/’hoansi (“True people”) are a subgroup of San who live in a region crossing the borders of Namibia, Botswana, and Angola and numbering between 10 000 and 15 000 people. As described by Richard Lee in the early 1960s, they were highly mobile food collectors and quite healthy (1979). Today, many have been forced from their homeland and live as poor, urban squatters or in government-built resettlement camps. Many works as farm labourers or in the international tourist industry, serving as guides and producing and selling crafts.

The Tiwi: foragers, who gathered food, especially vegetables like yams, nuts, grubs, small lizards, and fish. Women provided bulk with the food they had gathered and cooked. Men went on occasional hunts of kangaroos, wildfowl, and goanna (larger lizards). They lived a comfortable life, rather than like the Aboriginals from the mainland.

The Nuer: are an example of short-distance herders. E. E. Evans-Pritchard’s (1947) classic study describes the Nuer, cattle herders of Sudan, in the late 1930s. Depending on the availability of water, the Nuer would spend part of the year in settled villages and part in temporary camps. Cattle and cows provided food for the Nuer from their milk, meat, and blood (the Nuer, and other East African pastoralists, extract blood from the cow’s neck, which they drink). Cattle also furnished hides, horn, and other materials for everyday use and were the medium of exchange for marriage and payment of fines. The economic and social importance of cattle is reflected in the Nuer’s detailed vocabulary which elaborates on their colours and markings.

The Malay people: gender inequality was less severe than in other parts of the world. 

The Kelabit people: One Kelabit settlement was founded in 1963 near the Indonesian border. At the time, everyone lived in one longhouse with over 20 family units. It was a “modern” longhouse, thanks to roofing provided by the British army and the innovation of private sleeping areas. Like more traditional longhouses, though, it was an essentially egalitarian living space within which individuals could freely move. Today, that longhouse is no more. The Kelabit people’s homeland is the Kelabit Highlands in Sarawak, a plateau ringed by mountain peaks that are forest-covered. One of Malaysia’s smallest indigenous tribes, they number around 6000 people, or 0.4 percent of Sarawak’s population of 1.5 million, and .03 percent of Malaysia’s total population of 22 mil- lion. Less than one-third of the Kelabit people live in the highlands.

The Kwakwaka’wakw: Their territory includes many islands as well as the waterways and deep inlets penetrating the Coast Mountains, a region of dense forests and sandy beaches. In earlier times, travel was mainly by canoe. Families moved seasonally with all their belongings packed in the canoe (Macnair 1995). The Kwakwaka’wakw are famous for aspects of their material culture, including tall, carved wooden totem poles, canoes, masks, and serving bowls, as well as richly decorated capes, skirts, and blankets. The first contact with whites occurred in 1792, when explorer Captain George Vancouver arrived (Macnair 1995). At that time, the Kwakwaka’wakw population was perhaps 8000. Franz Boas arrived in 1886 and carried out research with the help of George Hunt, born of an English father and a high-ranking Tlingit (Northwest Coast) mother. 

The Hutterites and Mennonites of Canada: The groups with the highest fertility rates worldwide are the Mennonites and Hutterites, European-descent Christians of the United States and Canada (Stephenson 1999). Women in these groups typically have between eight and ten children who survive into adulthood. The highest birth rates in the world are found among the Mennonites and Hutterites in the United States and Canada. In these Christian groups, women on average bear nine children. 
The Minang Kabaw of Indonesia: The Minangkabau are the world’s largest matrilineal culture, numbering between 4 and 5 million people (Sanday 2002). Most live in West Sumatra, Indonesia, and about 500 000 live in Malaysia. The Minangkabau are primarily farmers, pro- ducing substantial amounts of surplus rice. Many Minangkabau, both women and men, take up employment in Indonesian cities for a time and then return home. In this strongly matrilineal kinship system, Minangkabau women hold power through their control of lineage land, its products, and agricultural employment on their land (Sanday 2002). Many have prominent positions in business, especially having to do with rice. Men are more likely to become scholars, merchants, and politicians. Inheritance of property, including farm- land and the family house, passes from mothers to daughters.

The Mundurucu of the Amazon: Like the Tiwi, the Mundurucu illustrate the complexities of change that are neither complete cultural retention nor complete loss (Murphy and Murphy 1985). After the arrival of Brazilians who were commercial rubber producers in the Amazon in the late nineteenth century, many Indians began to work for the Brazilians as latex tappers. For over a century, Mundurucu men combined their traditional horticultural life with seasonal work in the rubber area collecting latex. Marked cultural change occurred when many Mundurucu opted to leave their traditional villages, migrating to live in the rubber area year-round.

The Tarahumara of Mexico: Culturally accepted infanticide has long existed among the Tarahumara, (pronounced tara-oo-MAR-a) a group of about 50 000 indigenous peoples living in a rugged mountainous area of northern Mexico (see Map 5.4 on page 129) (Mull and Mull 1987). Most live in log houses with dirt floors and no running water or electricity. They grow corn and beans and raise sheep and goats, mainly for their own use. Human strength is valued in adults as well as in children, since children begin helping with herding and childcare early in their lives.
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