Sociology Midterm Review
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What is “ Sociology” 
~ Focuses on analyzing connections with personal troubles & social structures
~ 4 types of social structures
1. Microstructures: Face to Face relationships
2. Macrostructures: Social relationships beyond intimacy
3. Mesostructures: Intermediary structure between Micro & Macro
4. Global Structures: International structures & organizations
Orgins of socilogy & of the sociological imagination
~ Scientific Revolution (1550): sociology as a science of society
~Democratic Revolution (1750): Human>divine responsibility of society & problems
~Industrial Revolution (1780)**: Application of science and technology to industrial process
~ Sociology first used by Auguste Comte in 1838
Why use sociology
~ Response to:
· Massive social & economic upheavals of industrial revolution
· Extreme & widespread of human suffering created by upheavals
Sociology 4 Major theoretical traditions
1. Structural Functionalism: Macro, Organizing social order. Sociologists: Emile Durkheim, Robert Merton, S.D Clark, Talcott Persons
2. Conflict Approach: Macro & Global, how social conflict is challenged and changed. Sociologists: Karl Marx, Max Weber, C. Wright Mills, John Porter
3. Symbolic Interactionism: Micro, Analyse how meaning is created in micro interactions. Sociologists: Max Weber, George Herbert Mead, Erving Goffman
4. Feminist Theory: Micro & Macro, Social structures that focus on inequality. Sociologists: Hariet Martineau, Jane Adams, Margrit Eichler
Levels of Experience
~Concrete: Precepts & patterns 
~Abstract: Concepts and propositions( help concrete) 
Scientific V.S Unscientific
~Unscientific: Downfalls- Reliance on error-based knowledge( Over-generalization, Selective Observation, illogical reasoning, ego defence, mystification) 
~Scientific: Social research methods avoids knowledge errors of unscientific thinking
Causality
~Requirements: 1) Correlation. 2) Temporal Precedence. 3) Non- spuriousness. 
Validity, Reliability, Generalizability
~Validity: Measurement Precision and accuracy
~Reliability: Measurement of consistency
~ Generalizability: Applicability to population or larger context
Quantitative & Qualitative
~ Methodological Approaches
1. Quantitative
2. Qualitative
Epistemology
· Positivist Approach:
            ~ Most widely practised social science approach
            ~ Nomothetic: Social world operates according to a series of laws/rules and roles
· Interpretivist Approach
~Constructivism: Social life is based on perceptions of social reality
~ Idiographic: Highly detailed, lots of pictures and descriptions, combined with empathetic
Logic
~ Deductive Reasoning: Starts with theory and then develops  hypothesis to test theory
~ Inductive Reasoning: From specific to general, finds evidence and them makes theory to fit evidence
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What is Culture?
~ Shared symbols
~ Material or non-material
~ Intervening link between concrete experience and meaningfully ordered social response
~ Cultures abstraction, cooperation, and production human survival
Language
~ Perceive Name Interpret
~Sapir-Whorf thesis: culture has impact on our concrete perceptions.. Fundamental sociocultural reality of human experience.
Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism
~ Ethnocentrism: Tendency to judge other cultures exclusively by the views of your own
~ Cultural Relativism: A belief that all cultures have equal value
 Theoretical Perspectives and the Analysis of culture
~ Different theoretical perspectives help understand culture
~ Symbolic interactionist and conflict analysis of cultural diversity. Ex. Rights Revolution
Globalization and Postmodernism
~They both shape culture
~ Globalization: A process where separate economies are tied together and ppl become aware of their growing interdependence. (Decrease cultural diversity and decrease freedom)
~ Postmodernism: neclectict mix of cultural elements and the corrosion of consensus resulting in an intertwining of cultural elements from different times and geographic places, an erosion and a decline of consensus about core values (increases cultural diversity and increases freedom) 
Rationalization and Consumerism
~ Rationalization: The application of the most efficient means to achieve given goals and the unintended negative consequences of doing so 
~ Consumerism: The tendency to define our self on the goods we purchase
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What is Socialization?
~ Socialization is a process in which people learn their culture including norms values and roles
~  Socialization is life-long, humans need social interaction
Changing Childhood and Adolescence
~ Childhood:
~ Adolescence:
~ Young adulthood: 
The basic process of socialization
~ Socialization is an evolutionary process
1. Existing personal characteristics and interests
2. Environmental response: cooperation or opposition/resistance
3. Environmental response shapes individuals conduct a) reinforcement of existing patterns. B) Change(learning)

Theories of Childhood Socialization
~ Some theorists are Freud, Charles Horton Cooley, George Herbert Mead, Jean Piaget, Lawrence Kohlberg
~ Culture, social structure, individual social location affect socialization
Freud 1856-1939
~ Denial of baby’s impulsive demands leads to self-control, sense of appropriate behavior, moral sense of right and wrong, personal conscience
~ Ongoing Social interaction necessary for self to emerge
~ Consistent with functionalism
Charlies Horton Cooley 1864-1929
~ A founder of symbolic interactionist tradition, author of “looking glass self”
~ Self-identity depends on people’s gestures and reaction to us ( how we see ourselves reflected)
~ Consistent with symbolic interactionism
George Herbert Mead 1863-1931
~ The I and Me theory
~” I”: subjective and impulsive aspect present from birth
~”ME”: Objective component emerging through symbolic communication and role playing 
~ Imitation of significant other  Pretending to be other people Role of generalized other learned
~ Consistent with symbolic interactionism
Agents of Socialization
~ Primary Socialization: the process of acquiring the basic skills to function in society during childhood( most important is family)
~ Secondary socialization: Socialization outside of the family after childhood(peer groups and mass media)
~ Manifest Functions and Latent Functions
Labelling & Thomas Theorem
~ “Situations we define as real become real in their consequences”
~ Social Labels:
-Can lead to self- fulfilling prophecy
-Can create or increase social inequalities
Fragile identity and Resocialization
~ Fragility of self
~ Resocialization: Occurs when powerful socialization agents deliberately cause rapid change in people’s values, rules and self-conception, sometimes against peoples will
~ Total Institutions: settings where people are isolated from society and are given set rules by” staff” eg. Prisons
What is Social Interaction?
~ Social Interaction: Involves people interacting people face to face or over a device and acting or reacting accordig to their people and is necessary for socialization to occur
~ Structured around 
· Norms: Generally accepted ways of doing things 
· Role: Sets of accepted behaviours 
· Status: A recognized social position that someone can occupy
~ Role Conflict: occurs when 2 or more statuses place different role demands are places on an individual
~ Role strain: Individual faces incompatible role demands within a single status 
~ Stereotypes: Rigid views of how members of various group acts
~ Domination: Is a mode of interaction where all power is in hands of high power
~ Cooperation: A basis for social where power is evenly distributed
~ Competition: A mode of interaction where power isnt evenly distributed ut better then domination
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Crime and Deviance
~ Deviance: When someone departs from a norm and a has a negative reaction from others
~ Crime: Acts that our against the law, more extreme form of deviance
~ Social Sanctions: Formal or informal punishments. Informal is without legal action
The continuum of types of deviance
~ 3 key dimensions of social response along continuum deviance
1. Severity of social response 
2. Perceived harmfulness of the act
3. Degree of public agreement on whether the act is deviant or criminal
~ 4 Main levels of deviance severity
1. Social Diversions, relatively harmless
2. Social deviations, non-criminal but subject to public control
3. Conflict crimes. Illegal acts that most but not all deem harmful
4. Consensus, inherently evil/criminal acts
Measurement of crime
~ Numerous sources of crime data, interpret with caution as it can be affected
~ Officially supplemented by self-report surveys
~ Learning Theory: Deviance is learned through social interaction
~ Labelling theory: Deviance results from labelling actions of others
~ Social dysfunction has a function, deviance and crime is beneficial for society
~ Strain theory: Deviance results from strain
~ Social tension between value of material success, but unequal opportunities
~ Control Theory (Travis Hirschi): deviance and crime rates explained tension between attractiveness of rewards for violating norms and laws, and hindrances to violate 
~ Moral Panic: Occurs when many people think that a type of deviance oor crime have harmful effect on society
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What is Social Stratification?
~Social Stratification: Refers to the way which society is organized in layers and strati
~ Economic inequality is often measured for stratification
~ Income quintiles, comparisons over time
~ How to calculate quintals: Total income of a group of people is calculatedthen the income of a group is put n order from least to greatestthen the group is divided into 5 equally sized groupsthe total income of each quintal group is then calculated finally the proportion of the total income each group receives is then calculated
~Original cause of income inequality?
· Occupational Choice
Many additional factors
· Natural talent
· Effort
· Human capacity
· Social capital
· Cultural capital
Income vs Wealth
~ Wealth: cash and non-cash assets, assets minus liabilities
Income and Poverty
~ Poverty: A condition of the person who is deprived from resources, means, choices and power neccassary to maintain a basic level of living standards.
~ Effects & Risks
-health-related setbacks
-difficulty finding and keeping a job
-criminal justice system (more likely to be a criminal)
-social support and assistance
~Measuring Poverty
	-Canada’s official Poverty line a, household his considered to be in poverty if it isnt able to buy a basket with basic needs
	-Low-income measure (LIM), a household his deemed to be in poverty if undder 50% of median income
	-Low-income cut offs (LICO), if it spends 20% more on food, shelter and clothing then the average family, does not include wealth or family type
~ Social Mobility: the dynamics of the system of poverty and the ability to move up and down in the stratification system.
~ Intergenerational mobility: social mobility that occurs in different generations 
~ 3 Main pillars
· Living in dignity
· Providing Opportunity and inclusion
· Enhancing resilience and security
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~ Transnational corporation: foreign labour and corporations
~ Negatives of globalization: Worsening global inequality and poverty, increasing income gap between rich and poor
~ McDonalidzation: the spread of the principles of fast-food restaurants 
~ Disneyization: Increases the homogenization of the processes of consumption
~Glocalization: the simultaneous homogenization of some aspects of life and the strengthen of some local differences under the impact of globalization
~ Regionalization: the division of the world into different and often competing economic, political and cultural areas
~ Karl Marx: 
· Noticed changes to reciprocal, albeit unequal, social relationships in feudalism
· Feudalism even undetermined by late fifteenth century, conceding with the start of globalization
· Three social classes: 1. Bourgeoisie (Owners of means of production) 2. Proletariat (Working Class) 3. Petite Bourgeoisie (Small scale capitalist)
· Communism: everyone shares wealth
~  Max Weber
· 4 Main Classes 1. Large property owners 2. Small property owners 3. Propertyless employees 4. Propertyless manual workers
· Non economic groups 1. Status groups 2. Parties 
~ Modernization theory: Economic underdevelopment results from a lack of western attributes 
~ Conflict Theory: 
· Dependency theory views economic underdevelopment as a result of exploitation relations between rich and poor countries
· Core-Periphery theory: Subdivides countries int, 1. Core capitalist countries 2. Peripheral capitalist countries 3. Semi peripheral countries
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~ Prejudice: an attitude that judges someone on their groups real or made up characteristics
~  Symbolic Ethnicity: a nostalgic allegiance to the culture of the immigrant generation
~ Internal Colonialism: involves one race or ethnic group subjecting another in the same country
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~ Sex: Biological
~Gender: The feeling and attitudes connected to a certain sex, socially constructed 
~ Anne Fausto-Sterling 5 or more sexes: 1. Male 2. Female 3. Herms 4. Merms 5. Ferms 6. ETC
~ Sexuality: a person’s capacity for erotic experience 
~ Sexual identity: sense of belonging to a specific sexual category
~ Gender identity: sense of belonging to a specific gender category
~ Gender Role: Behaviours that conform to norms of how a gender should act
~ Social constructionism: gender is socially constructed
~ Structural Functionalism: Learning and practise of gender
~ Emphasized femininity: exaggerated ideal of femininity 
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~ Sociology of the body, issues like height, weight
~ worse in urban industrial societies, social reasons, economic and technological reasons
~ Disability: varies across space and time
~ Visible and invisible disabilities 
~ 4 perspectives
· Biomedical perspective: Disability is a disease, disorder, medical condition or biological innormailty
· Functional perspective: A restriction in ability to perform taks
· Social/environmental perspective: disability is a result in social enviorment
· Human rights perspective: Respect for human dignity and discrimination
~ Ableism: prejudice and discrimination again those with a disability through stigma and stereotypes
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~Economy: The institution that organizes the production distribution and exchange of goods and services. Separated into 3 sectors
· Primary or agriculture sector: Increased productivity
· Secondary or manufacturing sector: Created markets, introduced the suply and demand 
· Tertiary or service sector: 
~ Division of labour: specialization of work tasks
~ Deskilling: the process where tasks are broken into small sections for eaasier production, 2 types of deskilling 
· Fordism: Assembly lines 
· Scientific management (Taylorism): trained to eliminate unnecessary actions 
~ Primary Labour Market: Highly skilled, educated workers generally deployed in large corporations with high capital investment levels.
~ Secondary Labour Market: Conatins a large nmber of women and members of ethnic minorities, unskilled and lack higher education
~ 3 Major types of economic systems,
 	1. Capatilism: Private ownership of property, and point driven competition.
2. Communism: Public ownership of property, goverment planning, equal wealth and equal services
3. Demorcratic socialisim: Partial public ownership of basic industries, substantial ownership of property and substantial goverment intervention in the market






	















  










	






