SCAR 2600
INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY 
*submit 5 weekly responses before semester is over!
WEEK 1 - Chapter 1
Criminology: Its Nature and Structure
What is crime?
- No universal definition
- Legally defined as a violation of a criminal law
- Generic term that refers to a wide range of acts deemed as wrong/anti-social
- Socially constructed concept AND a normative concept
There are 2 types of crime:
1. Conventional crime: illegal activity committed by individuals or small groups, involving some degree of direct or indirect contact (example- robbery, vehicle theft, breaking and entering)
2. Non-conventional crime: illegal activity that may not be associated with crime and that may not be pursued by the criminal justice system (example- organized crime, political crime, cybercrime)
Crime is relative; meaning that it can vary with time and location. It is also evolutive; meaning that the characteristics of crime can change and take different forms over time.
While a crime refers to any infraction of the law, an offence refers to a specific infraction of law. There are 2 types of offences in Canada:
1. Summary offence: a less serious offence (example- theft under $5000, impersonating a police officer, or car jacking)
2. Indictable offence: a more serious offence (example- theft over $5000, assault, robbery, or murder)
Criminological theories:
Are influenced by biological, psychological, sociological, and other theories.
Are developed based on history, base assumptions, key propositions, and research traditions.
Are implemented to meet political, practical, and pragmatic needs.
The Canadian Criminal Justice System (CCJS) consists of 3 institutions: the police, the courts, and the correctional/prison system. All 3 of these agencies operate under the authority of the federal and provincial/territorial governments. The main functions of the CCJS are to:
- Investigate criminal offences defined in the Canadian Criminal Code (CCC) (police),
- Lay charges as defined under the CCC (police),
- Prosecute the accused in court (prosecution/ “the Crown”),
- Determine guilt or innocence (judge/jury),
- Sentence those found guilt (judge),
- Administer sentence to those found guilty (corrections).
The Criminal Justice Process	Community and crime prevention  Crime  Courts and sentencing (or alternative to incarceration)  Correctional institution  Correctional plan  *Optional* conditional release  Community reintegration. 

The Roots of Criminology	2 schools of thoughts mainly form the roots of criminology, those being classical and positivist. Criminologists recognize that criminal behaviour is the product of both free will and deterministic forces.

Important Definitions and Terms
Deviance	A wide range of behaviours that violate a social norm but are not necessarily prohibited by the law.
Example- Cutting in line at the grocery store or cutting off another driver.
Decriminalization	The reduction or removal of criminal penalties attached to an act without legalizing it.

Consensus crimes 	Activities generally considered to be very harmful, there is a strong support for sanctioning and controlling them (example- homicide). These are found at the very top Hagan’s Crime and Deviance Hierarchy.
Conflict crimes	Activities that are not universally considered to be crimes, although they are legally defined as such (example- possessing non-medical marijuana, prostitution). These are found at the 3rd highest level of Hagan’s Crime and Deviance Hierarchy. 
Criminology	An interdisciplinary science that studies criminal behaviour, crime causation, crime prevention, and the punishment and rehabilitation of offenders. An interdisciplinary approach is taken; the integration of knowledge from a variety of disciplines formulate theories of criminal behaviour.
Criminologist	A behavioural scientists who specializes in the identification, classification, and description of criminal behaviour.

Important Figures
Denis Szabo 	Referred to as the founding father of Canadian Criminology. Launched the criminology program at the Universite de Montreal in 1960.
John Edwards	Established the Centre for Criminology at the University of Toronto in 1960. 
Ezzat Fattah 	Established Sim Fraser University’s criminology program in 1975.

6 Core Sub-Areas of Criminology
1. Criminal Statistics
Researchers rely on crime data to understand and predict criminal behaviour and to assess the impact of crime prevention or intervention programs. Scientific evidence is data that can be repeatedly observed and measured to test theories for their validity.
2. Sociology of Law
Concerned with the origins of law and legal thought, as well as exploring the central themes of social order, social conflict, and law related power struggles. Specialists in this area examine how various economic, political, and social forces have influenced the formalization of social control and social order. 
3. Theory Construction: Etiology
Concerned with understanding causes of crime, its rates and trends, and predicting behaviour of groups and/or individuals. 
4. Types of Criminal Behaviour
The use of criminal typologies is a way of trying to understand and organize criminal behaviours. They can help us explain how and why different types of people commit different types of crimes. Many criminologists believe that different types of crime have different causal explanations. 
5. Law Enforcement, Judiciary, and Corrections
Otherwise known as: Police, Courts, and Corrections. How these elements fulfill their tasks, such as detecting crime, dealing with criminals, and protecting society, have been the subject of much research and scrutiny. 
6. Victimology
The study of the relationship between criminals and their victims, as well as the study of the relationship between the victim and the criminal justice system. The system can also make victims of innocent people wrongfully convicted of a crime.

Criminological Disciplinary Perspectives
1. Biology
The idea that biological factors may play a role in criminal behaviour. Acclaimed work of J.Q. Wilson and R. Herrnstein sparked interest and faith in this research.
2. Economics
Many studies over the years have demonstrated links between unemployment, economic recession, capitalism, and crime. Criminal economics asks if crime is a function of competition for limited sources and/or social status and power.
3. Geography and the Environment
Studies if crimes are affected by physical and environment dynamics (barometric pressure, weather, etc.) 
4. Political science
The government controls and regulations on crime directly effect how crime occurs, therefore, politics influence criminology.
5. Psychology
Looks at differences in personality and mental characteristics between criminals and others, focusing on how individual criminal behaviour is acquired, evoked and maintained.
6. Sociology
The science of interaction among people, and its impacts on human behaviours and forces (values, norms, and laws.
WEEK 2 - Chapter 2
Images of Crime and Crime Control
The media have a code of conduct that requires them to report news accurately, However, if you are aware that the news media tend to focus their coverage on “what is out of place: deviant, equivocal, and unpredictable, you may take a more cautious view of their reliability.
Sex work may or may not be a moral problem, prostitution is illegal.
Ways of Acquiring Knowledge 
Logical reasoning	Forming conclusions based on what is believed to be logical speculation.
Authority		Using an expert (or anyone with authority) to affirm a belief and lend credibility.  
Consensus	Relying on the wisdom and expertise of a peer group, this can be a poor judgement strategy as the group tends to want to agree.
Observation	Experiencing something to gain knowledge on it.
Past experience	Drawing on prior instances or events that confirm or deny assumptions.
* These methods of learning can result in misconceptions, as they are not objective or systematic (scientific). 
What shapes public perception of crime?
1. Personal Knowledge
The public has been described as the hidden element of the criminal justice system. Through public opinion polls, media stories, and activist groups, the public has a voice in decisions about the administration of criminal justice. However, studies have found most Canadians have limited knowledge of actual crime rates, tend to overestimate the incidence of violent crime, and are ill informed about other key aspects of criminal justice functions.
2. Mass Media
Much of what people know about current events comes from media reports. With the exception of social media, they often reflect our conventional methods of knowing (authority, consensus, and observation). Mass media has been accused of causing moral panic by publishing sensationalistic accounts of deviance. Studies have shown that due to the effects of TV violence in mass media, children and adolescents may:
- Become immune or desensitized to the horror of violence
- Gradually accept violence as a way to resolve problems or imitate the violence
- Identify with certain characters, victims, and/or victimizers
However, there are also studies that show violent media images have no effect on behaviour.
3. Official State Knowledge
The criminal justice system (police, judicial system, corrections) are required by law to produce information (statistics), to measure their performance. This is a form of public accountability, much of the information from these primary sources is used by the media, as well as criminologists.
4. Theoretical Knowledge and Crime
Theoretical knowledge can have a direct impact on public opinion and social policy. In order to understand crime, it is important to realize that how we form our perceptions of crime affects how we think about (re)solving problems related to criminal/anti-social behaviour. 

Important Definitions and Terms
Rationalism	The principle that some kinds of knowledge are innate, and others can be acquired through reasoning, independent of experience.
Empiricism	The principle that knowledge is acquired only through experience.
Paradigm shift	Coined by Thomas Kuhn (1970), a fundamental change in the prevailing model or theoretical orientation.
Net widening	Process by which the state expands its control over behaviour through changes to sentencing laws and administrative policies.
Moral panic	Widespread exaggerated public concern over issues associated with morality.
Example - Prostitution, pornography.
Conflict theory	A theoretical perspective that views crime as a natural product of a society that promotes competition, and hence, social and economic disparity.
Left-realism	A theoretical perspective that aims to understand the implications of crime control policies rather than the causes of crime.
Juristat	A regular publication of the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, considered the most authoritative source of criminal justice statistics in Canada.
Reliability	The likelihood that an observed relationship between 2 or more variables can or will be observed in a consistent manner.
Validity 	The likelihood that the relationships observed between variables observed/measured are real.
Sampling	Process of selecting research subjects that is representative of the entire population under investigation/study.
Random error	An error in data collection that occurs because of an intervening variable that could not have been foreseen. 
Systematic error	An error in data collection that the researcher has been able to anticipate and account for.
Crime funnel	A metaphor referring to the decreasing number of crimes processed at successive levels of the justice system, from law enforcement, through the courts, to corrections. The volume of recorded criminality is always smaller than that of actual criminality.
Operationalization	The defining of criminological concepts of phenomena in such a way that they can be observed and measured scientifically.


Important Figures
Rene Descartes	French thinker and Father of Modern Philosophy, laid the foundation of rationalism.
Immanuel Kant	German philosopher who argued that we never have knowledge of reality: rather, our mind forms appearances and feelings of reality.
Richard Quinney 	Basing his argument on the principles of conflict theory he argued that the media are agents of a capitalistic society that interpret social reality in terms of interpersonal violence and property crimes.























WEEK 3 - Chapter 3
Measuring Crime and Criminal Behaviour 
Crime data
The information collected to measure the frequency and severity of criminal events. criminological data serve five key purposes:
1. Description - The ability to describe criminal phenomena accurately.
2. Explanation - Enables researchers to make testable predictions based on empirical data.
3. Evaluation - Assessment of what we are getting for our money and how well it works.
4. Risk assessment - Measuring crime in relation to time, setting, location, and other social and environmental characteristics, criminologists are able to calculate the relative risk of being victimized according to an array of variables or factors.
5. Prediction - Attempting to prevent a crime before it happens than to punish the individual responsible after the fact.
Police data
Police reports are the most frequently used source of official crime data. Consists of criminal events that are known to the police. However not all crimes are necessarily detected, reported, or processed by official criminal justice agencies.
1. Summary offences - Carry a maximum penalty of six months in jail and/or a fine not exceeding $5,000 (unless a different penalty is specified). 
2. Indictable offences - Carry a maximum penalty of life imprisonment and no maximum fine. 
3. Hybrid offences - Consist of crimes such as impaired driving and theft under $5,000, which the Crown may choose to prosecute as either summary or indictable.
Judicial statistics
Court records were the first type of official crime statistics to be collected. However, in recent years, CCJS reports have tended to focus on themes such as hate crime, homicide, young offenders, family violence, and home invasion, rather than providing general summaries of crime across Canada.
Correctional statistics 
In 1856, researchers began collecting data on people being held in federal and provincial corrections facilities included age, gender, education, number of prior convictions, occupation, and birthplace.
Only crime rates—that is, the number of incidents relative to some unit of population—should be used when drawing comparisons to report crime statistics.
Did you know? Depending on the type of offence, only around 30% of recorded crimes are the result of police observations or intervention.
As crime rates rose through the twentieth century, it became increasingly important to establish a comprehensive and centralized system that would coordinate criminal justice data and address community justice needs. The Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics was the national response.

Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics
When the UCR was introduced in 1962, many believed crime counts would be more comprehensive and reliable than those produced by earlier recording methods. However, as crime rates increased between through the 60’s and 70’s, and as the growing mass media fed and stoked the public’s curiosity, people began to call for more details, more information, and more ways to document criminal acts and behaviour. 
Some recent issues regarding crime and criminal justice data gathered by the CCJS and publish in the Juristat bulletins include:
- Family violence in Canada.
- Homicide in Canada.
- Police-reported cybercrimes.
- Verdicts on behalf of those not criminally responsible on account of mental disorder.
- Police-reported hate crime.
- Family law cases in civil courts.
- Police resources in Canada.
- Shelters for abused women in Canada.
These publications not only inform administrators within the criminal justice system about relevant issues, but also satisfies the “public’s right to know.”
Some key limitations and difficulties in trying to meet the needs to different users include:
- There is not national information on court decisions. 
- There are inconsistencies in the way provinces report and count their crime incidents. 
- Data on crime incidents, arrets, charges, convictions, and dispositions lack depth.
- Reports provide little insight into crime and criminal behaviour.
- There are no reports on white-collar crime, organized crime, victimless crime, or other types of non-conventional crime.
Information Provided by the CCJS informs us on subjects such as:
- Adult correctional services
- Motor vehicle theft
- Youth court statistics
- Justice spending
- Victimization
- Legal aid
- Young offenders
- Police administration

Factors that Affect Crime Data
1. Media Coverage
Focusing on certain crimes or crises draws public attention and affects the reporting rates by influencing crime counts. Media coverage can serve as a barometer of public opinion.
2. The Dark Figure of Crime
Fattah (1997), notes that the dark figure of crime may fluctuate over time, or even within certain settings. Variables that influence this include:
- Changes in police enforcement practices.
- Victims’ willingness to report their victimization.
- Public attitudes towards the criminal justice system.
3. Changes in Recording Procedures
Statistics provided by certain police services or courts may be misleading, whether they are incomplete, or they are more complete than usual due to varying administrative and/or a divergent range of practical matters. These instances are seldom discussed by the media and can even be ignored in academic accounts of crime. Some explanations for over/under reporting include:
- Changes in the number of police forces/officers.
- Changes in police/court administration.
- Changes to the legal definition of crime.
- Changes in the population base.
- Changes in public reporting matters.

Unofficial Sources of Crime Data
1. Victimization Data
Sutherland (1947) pointed out that the public is always the victim of a crime. Sacco and Kennedy (1998, p. 44) identified three “stages” essential to describing a criminal event that also draw on the relationship between victim and offender:
1. Precursors - Situational factors that bring people together in time and space.
2. Transactions - Interactions among participants that define the outcomes of their event. 
3. Aftermath - The consequences, including the public reaction (which can lead to changes in the law).
Victimization surveys may be useful at uncovering the dark figure of crime and providing insight into the impact of crime on victims, however they are not without limitations:
- Respondents may forget about crimes, especially those that are less serious.
- Respondents may be mistaken about the time of the incident.
- Respondents may be uncomfortable disclosing certain facts and/or details.
- Respondents may not fully understand the question(s).
- Variations in how different social groups of respondents reply to the questions.
- Conducting these surveys is time-consuming and expensive (stable estimates require large sample sizes, which add to already high costs).
2. Self-Report Data
Thorsten Sellin (1931), was one of the first North American criminologists to argue that we must understand an offender’s behaviour and motivation to truly understand crime. Takes a pragmatic approach to assessing criminal behaviour by simply asking respondents if they have ever committed a crime. Based on their responses, scores are cross analyzed with the fundamental demographic and socioeconomic characteristics (age, gender, criminal record, social class, etc.) of respondents. This data is used to assess the validity of criminal justice statistics, as well as the validity of criminological theories.
Self-report studies have been criticized in the area of validity, as well as the fact that they seldom use comparable questions, areas, and time frames. Thornberry and Krohn (2000), among others, have identified several limitations:
- Respondents may not fully trust the interviewers.
- Respondents may not answer truthfully because of embarrassment.
- Those who feel extremely guilt may not fully disclose their behaviour.
- Respondents may exaggerate the truth, especially young participants.
- Respondents may have simply forgotten.
3. Observational Data
Jackson (2012), explained that you cannot understand an offender’s motives by sitting at a desk analyzing data. Their behaviour must be observed to be understood from the offender’s perspective. The 2 most common observational methods are:
Field observation - Collects data about a specific phenomenon in the environment in which it occurs. The least obstructive of the observational techniques.  
Participant observation - Involves a researcher taking part in the activity or social group he or she is studying, usually over an extended period of time. Commonly used by cultural anthropologists. 
Observation in social settings enables data collection on at least 3 levels:
1. The activity itself, other activities surrounding it, and their meaning.
2. The dynamics of the participants and their interrelationships.
3. The setting in general.
While observational data has strong ‘face validity’ (they reflect on what the researcher(s) have observed), there are some limitations: 
- The data is subject, as it depends on the observer’s biases, personal interests, and mental and physical limitations. 
- Sample sizes tend to be considerably smaller than in the other unofficial and official means of data collection, there is no allowance for generalizations beyond the study group.
- Raises serious ethical questions (Example - The Tearoom Trade study).
- Labour intensive, time-consuming, requires observers to immerse themselves in what they are observing while remaining detached from it.
To minimize potential negative impacts on research subjects, Jackson (2012) defined some basic guidelines for researchers involved in participant observation:
- Never harm participants.
- Ensure that participation is always voluntary.
- Maintain anonymity and confidentiality of all participants.
- Be honest through all stages of the study.
Validating Findings
To properly validate findings, researchers rely on the technique known as triangulation. This being the principle that using different methods to measure the same thing should produce similar results, whereas using the same method to measure different things should produce different results. Has enabled criminologists to illuminate the dark figure of crime.
Use of the appropriate strategies can reduce invalidity and allow researchers to take some degree of confidence in their findings.
The General Aims of Research
1. Discovery - The goal of learning something new to aid society.
2. Demonstration - The ability to show that your research works/makes sense. 
3. Refutation - The use of data to refute existing beliefs.
4. Replication - The more frequently you can confirm an observation, the greater will be its predictability and consistency.


Important Terms
False positives	An incorrect test result, showing the presence of a condition that does not exist in reality. 
Dark figure of crime 	Crime that goes undetected, unreported, or unrecorded, and is not included in official sources.
UCR 	Uniform Crime Reporting - The system used to document criminal activity substantiated by police, providing a continuous historical record of crime and traffic statistics reported by every police agency in Canada since 1962.
CCJS 	Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics - The agency responsible for collecting and compiling crime data on a wide range of criminological and criminal justice topics.
CUVS	Canadian Urban Victimization Survey, the first major attempt to survey Canadians who had been victims of crime, conducted in the 1980s, and is done every 5 years.
GSS	General Social Survey, A Statistics Canada survey used to regularly gather data on social trends and to provide information on specific policy issues of current or emerging interest.
Victimization survey	A data collection technique used to gather unofficial information from victims of crime on incidents that have usually occurred within a predefined period of time.
Unofficial data	Data collected using unofficial methods usually by academics or research organizations, with no specific regularity, for their own purposes rather than to inform the public.
Examples - Self-report surveys, victimization surveys, and observational techniques.
Self-report studies	Surveys in which individuals are asked to voluntarily disclose whether they have ever committed an offence, yielding stores of unofficial crime data that can shed light on undetected and underreported types of crime, such as youth offences. Conducted with a wide variety of sub-populations, (inmates, young offenders, judges, lawyers, law enforcement officers, businesspeople, and senior citizens).
Test-retest reliability	Measuring certain items in a study a second time under identical conditions to see if the findings were consistent from first test to second.
Verstehen 	German for understanding, sociologist Max Weber’s term for the effort to understand both the intent and the context of human action.
Triangulation	The use of multiple data sources or research methods to investigate a topic, with the goal of producing more reliable findings.
Correlation	(Or direction correlation), a statistical relationship between 2 or more variables.
Positive correlation	A direct correlation in which a change in one variable is associated with the same direction of change in the other variable.
Negative correlation	A direct correlation in which a change in one variable is associated with the opposite direction of change in the other variable.
Causality	The idea that one event is the result of one or more other events.
Hypothesis 	An idea or assertion about a phenomenon, situation, or relationship between variables that a researcher sets out to prove or disprove.

Important Figures
Leslie Wilkins	British criminologist (1965), stated that official crime data does not strictly reflect criminal events, rather it reflects the responses of the police, the courts, and the correctional system to social behaviour with respect to the offence categories defined by the Criminal Code.
Max Weber	Emphasized the importance of understanding how individuals interpret their own actions and the actions and reactions of others.






















WEEK 4 - Chapter 4
Victims and Victimology
Origins of Victimology 
The idea that many criminal deeds are more indicative of a offender–victim relation than of the perpetrator alone led early researchers to focus their attention on the relationship between perpetrators and their victims. This led to what is sometimes referred to as “blaming the victim,” the notion that somehow victims contribute to their own victimization.
Political and ideological shifts in Western society shifted the focus to a more applied approach, instead working to assist victims of crime, alleviate their plights and affirm their rights. This shift broadened the scope of victimology to include a humanitarian dimension and set connections in place between scholarly research and political activism. 
Today the victims’ rights movement that emerged from the feminist stance provides an important platform for advocates of gay, lesbian, and transgender rights, and scholarly research documenting victimization experiences in those communities
Victimology received formal recognition in 1985, when the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted the gener With this, the UN recognized the plight of millions of victims around the world. It was in part due to growing research on the nature, causes, and consequences of victimization, and was supported with evidence from the introduction of global victimization surveys.
Victimization Surveys 
- Focus on victims, rather than offenders (like Uniform Crim Reporting/UCR)
- Determines the prevalence of different types of victimization, such as violent, sexual, or property related crimes)
Benefits:
- Offer insight to the extent and distribution of selected crimes, as they generate data that provides a more complete picture of crimes (including the dark figure of crime).
- Describe impacts of selected crimes, such as injury and cost to victims (financial, emotional, and physical).
- Prove the risk of victimization.
- Help us understand victims perceptions of the functioning/effectiveness of different aspects of the CJS.
Disadvantages:
- Costly and time consuming, may not yield sufficient results.
- Can create public anxiety and fear.
- Cannot tell us anything about the numbers of perpetrators.
Canadian Urban Victimization Survey (CUVS)
Early in the 1980’s Canada conducted the first series of phone interviews with 60,000 randomly sampled respondents over the age of 17 across Canada.
The survey covered these categories:
- Assault 
- Sexual assault
- Motor-vehicle theft
- Household theft (break and enter)
- Theft of personal property
- Robbery
- Vandalism
General Social Survey (GSS)
A series of annual surveys by statistics Canada designed to gather information on social trends and specific policy issues. 
Example: Victimization. 
Replaced the CUVS and introduced a more standardized and consistent format for gathering victimization data.
Violence Against Women Survey (VAWS)
Survey of women over the age of 18 conducted in 1993, designed to overcome the limitations of traditional survey techniques in uncovering the nature and complexity of intimate partner violence and sexual harassment against women. About half of the respondents reported that they had experienced at least one incident of violence since the age of 16.
International Crime Victims Survey (ICVS)
Conducted six times between 1989 and 2005, final comprehensive cycle was completed in some 80 countries. Highlights of these surveys include:
- A downward trend in victimization rates between 1989 and 2004/5 in Canada, US, Australia and some European countries.
- First crime to show a decline was car theft, followed by break-and-enter.
- Victimization involving sexual assault also declined, but not as rapidly as the others.
- Undermined claims that declines in crime in individual countries can be attributed only to their efforts in areas such as law enforcement, the judiciary, corrections, or economic conditions.
- Show no evidence to suggest that prior victimization leads to fear of crime among Canadians.
Did you know? Prior to 1983, Canadian law did not recognize rape within marriage: a husband could not be charged with sexual assault of his wife.
Victim Characteristics
Age
- Young people aged 15–24 had the highest rates of victimization.
- People 65 years of age and older had the lowest victimization rates, 15x less likely to report being a victim of a violent victimization.
- There also appears to be a strong correlation between lifestyle, age, and victimization.
- Fear of crime seemed to increase progressively among older age groups, one explanation is that their physical, financial, and social circumstances can make them feel more vulnerable than they actually are.
- Young people were more commonly victims of sexual abuse in the home.
- Additionally, children are more likely to be sexually abused by people known to them, including family members, than by strangers.
Gender
- According to the 2004 GSS, women in Canada are more likely than men to be victims of sexual assault and theft, although men are more likely to be victims of crimes such as robbery and assault.
- Women were more likely to be victimized by men, only slightly.
- A preponderance of evidence shows that sexual assaults and spousal violence are dramatically underreported to police.
- According to a bulletin from the Canadian Federation of Students in Ontario, 4/5 Canadian undergraduate students claimed to have experienced violence in a dating relationship.
-  In a 5 year study of family violence in Canada, Hoff (2001) reported that 8 per cent of women and 5 per cent of men experienced intimate partner violence (IPV), and that the incidence rate for men had increased over the 5 years.
Household income
- The 2009 GSS data showed that Canadians with household incomes of $100,000 or more were more likely to have their houses vandalized or broken into.
- The rate of victimization among those in the higher income brackets was 1.5x greater than among those with household incomes under $20,000.
Marital Status and Sexual Orientation
- Marriage and childbearing are decrease the risk of both criminality and victimization for many types of crime as they are associated changes in lifestyle.
- However marriage also has the potential to increase the risk of other types of victimization, such as intimate partner violence.
- Self-identified homosexuals/gay and lesbian individuals experience victimization at a rate 2.5x higher than heterosexual individuals.
Race and Ethnicity
- Studies have shown correlations between non-white ethnicity and certain types of victimization, including violence and property crime. 
- However, in both Canada and the United States, these relationships are heavily influenced by additional factors such as social status and poverty.
- In Canada, the government does not release crime statistics broken down by ethnic background of the victims or the perpetrators.
- Refugees who have fled their homelands because of persecution may not trust official agencies enough to report that they have been victimized.
- Indigenous victimization in Canada includes not only criminal victimization, but also overrepresentation in the criminal justice system and in systemic social problems (poverty, unemployment, poor education, substance abuse, and family disintegration).
- The origins of these conditions have been traced to historic policies of the Canadian government (Example: Residential schools).
- A 2013 study detailed violented treatment of Indigenous women and girls by the RCMP.
Repeat victimization
- Aromaa (1974) detected a pattern early on, finding that about 25 per cent of victims of violence were repeat victims.
- Kilpatrick and Acierno (2003) argued that the best predictor of future victimization is past victimization. In fact, 4 per cent of victims experience 44 per cent of offences.
- There are certain personal attributes that give one the greater plausibility of being the born victim, we know that those who grow up in certain socioeconomic circumstances have a greater chance of being victims of crime.
Victim Precipitation Theory
Also known as victim blaming, the idea that we can understand patterns in victimization in some effort to bring it to an end. 
Less serious crimes are much more common than serious, violent crimes. For example, theft under $100 is much more common than theft over 1 million.
Victim Impact Statements
Victims should be empowered through the criminal justice system, rather than just made a piece of the big machine. Victims are allowed to submit statements regarding how their lives have been impacted by their victimization, and how they could receive justice. This has resulted in more serious charges for offenders, as well as community restoration for the victim(s).
These statements are very important, however, it does draw us towards a system of vigilantism, rather than bureaucracy or legalized system. 
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Important Terms
Victimology	A sub-field of criminology that focuses on the relationship between victims and perpetrators of crimes, against the backdrop of social institutions such as the police and the criminal justice system.

Important Figures
Benjamin Mendelsohn	A Romanian defence lawyer who was one of the first to recognize the importance of the victim. Developed a typology of victims in the late 1930’s. Commonly referred to as the Father of Victimology.
Hans von Hentig	Drew attention to the role of the victim in the duet of crime.
Jan van Dijk	Founding president of the Dutch National Association of Victim Support, helped develop the first comprehensive national Dutch victimization survey. Attempting to standardize the manner in which data is recorded in order to make the surveys consistent between countries.

























WEEK 5 - Chapter 5
Major Schools of Modern Criminological Thought

WEEK 6 - Chapter 8
Sociological Perspectives 
WEEK 7 - Chapter 9
Violent Crime
WEEK 8 - Chapter 10
Property-Related Offences
WEEK 9 - Chapter 11
Non-Conventional Crimes:
	- Organized 
	- Corporate and Economic
	- Cybercrime
WEEK 10 - Chapter 12
Public Order Crimes
WEEK 11 - Chapter 13
The Globalization of Crimes
WEEK 12 - Chapter 14
Future Directions in Criminology and Crime prevention
