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< [l Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for those desires exists. ] A baby feels hunger. Well, there

is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to swim: well, there is such a thing as water. People feel sexual desire: well,
there is such a thing as sex. [l If | find in myself a desire which no experience in the world can satisfy, the most
probable explanation is that | was made for another world. If none of my earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does not
prove that the universe is a fraud.
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Premise indicators | Conclusion indicators - \ . -~ .
as as a consequence adte Simi\er Tadicaoes o be used for explagkiens..
as shown by as a result
as we can see from | for these reasons .
because hence LDMW/\‘ P\(‘%wﬂlﬂ\’ *
considering that it follows that . .
for it must be that Consider now a complex argument:
bt p f}‘: i You shouldn’t drink and drive because the penalties are stiff if you
;‘;\j:coum © ﬂ“e:;e ore are caught. Besides, you might cause an accident. And you do have
we may conclude/infer to drive tonight. So you shouldn’t have anything to drink tonight.
which proves/shows that Here, the indicator words because and so tell us that (at least) two inferences
have been made, and thus that two conclusions have been drawn, namely:
kS . You shouldn’t drink and drive.
onple Q,anid" :
P Ar You shouldn’t have anything to drink tonight.
You shouldn’t drink and drive because the penalties are stiff if you
are caught. 1. The penalties are stiff if you are caught drinking and driving. (P)

2. You might cause an accident if you drink and drive. (P)
o i . I A deiving (B 3. You shouldn’t drink and drive. (IC: from 1, 2)
T e Ay eyt ki i £ You hve o drive tonight (.
. T 5. You shouldn’t have anything to drink tonight. (FC: from 3, 4)
The line separating the premise from the conclusion indicates an inference, and
the number in parentheses indicates which premise is supposed to support the
conclusion.

To put this in standard form, we list the premise, followed by the conclusion.

Here, we use the abbreviations ‘IC” and ‘FC’ to indicate intermediate and
final conclusions, respectively.
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Lord, do you, who do give understanding to faith, give me, so far as you knowest
-=> Premias - it to be profitable, to understand that you are as we believe; and that you are
- that which we believe. And indeed, we believe that you are a being than which
nothing greater can be conceived.

Therefore, if that, than which nothing greater can be conceived, exists in the
understanding alone, the very being, than which nothing greater can be

-2 Q . conceived, is one, than which a greater can be conceived. But obviously this is
(‘%u\, T impossible. Hence, there is doubt that there exists a being, than which nothing
greater can be conceived, and it exists both in the understanding and in reality. .

That of which nothing greater can be conceived exists in the understanding. But if
in reality existence exceeds the existence in the understanding then an imagined
being who exists only in our mind is not a “being than which none greater can be
conceived.” a being of which none greater can be conceived must also exist
oy becouse its greatmest fhtudes Its existence. Otherwise, this great being
would be lacking something essential: bei

So, A being of which none greater can be concewed must also exist in reality and
5t.” Anselm calls this God.

God cannot be conceived not to exist

1 God is that being of which nothing greater can be conceived. P
2 Abeing of which none greater can be conceived must also exist in reality

S 184 .
|'ﬁP el o because its greatness includes its existence. P

3. Consequently, being of which none greater can be conceived must exist,
and we call this being God. C (1,2,)
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* Many prime ministers in Canada hail form Québec.
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+ Rules of thumb for assessing the claims of experts:
~ Do cnl% anabo\e  Sowles aMs %M‘ 2 how mmlal_ « There should be a genuine field of expertise. No one can be an expert in the fields of phrenology or
° orgone therapy, for example.
« The authority should be an expert in the relevant field. Someone who is a reliable source for matters in
his or her field may well be a crackpot when speaking on other subjects.

» Get a second, third, . . . opinion. For there are many cases where experts in a given field disagree.

* You may still decide to take the side of one party of experts even when there is no consensus on a
particular topic. If you do this, however, you should at least try to explain how the other party may have
come to hold what you consider to be a mistaken view.

« The NDP are better at handling social programmes because the Liberals tend to give entitlements to big
business.
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