Class 3
Formulas, Texts and Genres

Cawelti on Formulas
· A conventional system for structuring cultural products
· Specific rules and codes
· Tied to specific countries and time periods/cultural  periods

Berger: Formulas vs Genres
· Disagrees with Cawelti
· Genres are ‘higher-level’
· Formulas are the elements / conventions found in genres
· Genre: Structural system for classifying systems

The Ingredients
· Time
· Location
· Heroes
· Heroines
· Villains
· Secondary Characters
· Plots
· Themes
· Costumes
· Locomotion
· Weaponry

Why are Formulas Important?
· Audience expectations
· Signifier + signified
· Elements of a formula
· Using signs allows content creators to economically establish a genre
· Signs help to create audience expectations 
· Genres are criticized because they are believed to be repetitive 
· How you put together the formula must vary
· Creators must balance innovation and invention
· Replicability (and profitability)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Formulas and Fairy tales
· First narrative that we encounter
· Starting point for many genres
· Is there an ideal type of genre?
· Fairy tales are the first genre we see growing up
· Many of fairy tale elements are still found in many different genres 
· Replicates our basic ‘urges’ (Freud)

The Chicken or the Formula?
· What comes first? The fairytales that influence us or do we influence the stories that we see in popular culture
· Page 39 quote

In Conclusion
· Genres are present across all forms of media
· Genres are a system of classification
· Lots of diversity and debates on how to classify genres
· Genres (and formulas) establish predictability  and expectations – but also involve variation
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