Class 2
Mass Culture and Mass Society Theory

Key definitions and concepts
· Culture
· A general process of intellectual, spiritual, and aesthetic development
· A particular way of life, whether of a people, period of group
· The works and practices of intellectual and especially aesthetic activity
· Ideology
· A systematic body of ideas articulated by a particular group of people
· How some texts and practices present distorted images of reality?
· Everyday Life
· The ordinary routines of daily existence
· The structures and assumptions that normalize and legitimate these routines
· Hegemony
· The way in which dominant groups in society seek to ‘win’ the consent of subordinate groups, by using intellectual and moral ‘leadership’
· Popular
· Well-liked by many people
· Popularity is very subjective
· Some kind of quantitative metric to take into consideration 
· Inferior kinds of work
· Work deliberately setting out favor with the people
· Culture actually made for the people by the people

3 Key debates in popular culture studies
1. Where does popular culture come from?
a. Who or what determines if something is popular culture?
b. If pop culture is understood as folk culture, then this…
i. “if… as… then this”
2. What happens when popular culture is commercialized?
a. The influence of commercialization and industrialization 
3. What is the “ideological” role of popular culture?
a. Does pop culture influence people to believe different ideologies or to rebel?

Mass Society Theory
1. What is it?
a. Atomization and weakening social relations
b. Decline of institutions which (traditionally) helped us form our identities
2. Where does come from?
a. Linked to industrialization and mass/mechanicalized production and urbanization
b. Saw the destruction of tight knit communities (religious, cultural communities)
i. This led to people becoming a part of large communities
ii. Less connected, very distant relationships/connections
3. Why does it matter?
a. Led to the decline of tight knit communities
b. These communities used to define our identities and values
c. If we no longer have these identities and values from tight communities, where do we get it
i. People get it from mass culture
d. Culture becomes reduced to the lowest common denominator which makes them very simple in order to appeal to all 
e. Mass society is vulnerable to manipulation 
f. Through urbanization we saw a weakening of social relations
g. Live in large anonymous cities
h. Individuals have become more self-centered and less generous
i. Relationships have become more contractual and commercial than social
j. We learn social norms from mass culture due to the decline of small personal institutions (ex. church)

Mass Culture 
1. What is it (and what is it not)?
a. Mass culture is pop culture that is mass produced and marketed for a mass profit to a mass society (large audience)
b. Criticized for being homogeneous, over commercialized, and superficial 
2. Who is the audience?
a. A mass of people with little to no ability to reflect abilities and consumes all ideas
3. Implications of mass culture?
a. When mass cultural products are being produced at such high quantities, there is less room for culture to make money
b. Counter argument: pop culture needs to be popular to make money, so it is a fallacy 
c. Provides fantasy and escapism and encourages and celebrates consumerism
d. Is a critique of popular culture
4. Strinati: Mass Culture + Popular Culture
a. Mass Culture is popular culture produced by industrial techniques of mass production and marketed for
b. profit to a mass public
c. Popular culture produced by industrial techniques of mass production and marketed for
d. profit to a mass public

Americanization
1. The invasion
a. These cultural products convey American cultural values and are then shipped to all other countries
b. American tendencies and values are typically viewed in a negative manner
c. Americanization brought forward commercialization  
2. Cultural pessimism and the myth of the American Dream
a. Tendencies from the American dream became more important (being rich)
b. Blamed for rising crime

Americanization … is not all bad
     Optimists argued that Americanization was not bad as it provided Americans with:
1. Hope 
2. Identity
3. The American Dream
“Just because I like ‘Friends’ and you like it; does not mean we take away the same things from the show. People create their own ideas and concepts and pull together different icons to understand the media they are watching”

Cultural Pessimists vs Cultural Optimists
· Cultural Pessimists
· People who are critical about the new media. 
· For instance, cultural pessimists argue that the development of the internet has led to us living in an increased state of surveillance.
· Cultural Optimists
· Optimists argue that there are many options available to the audience
· Many symbols where audience is consuming in a meaningful way
· We all have access to pop culture products

Mass Culture Theory today
1. Mass culture theory today
a. Doesn’t really exist today, not many people believe this theory
b. Theories are not as relevant today
2. Elitism and (criticisms of) popular culture
a. We ignore how diverse popular culture is when we look at it as mass culture
b. Notation of authenticity is subjective and can be recreated by marketing strategies 
i. [bookmark: _GoBack]Is everything constructed?
c. Questions the existence of a mass audience 
i. We cannot all be put into one group
ii. Not everyone responds the same

Criticisms of Mass Culture Theory
· Mass culture is criticized for its Relevance
· Criticized for being Elitist
· Who decides what gets to be popular?
· Blind spots
· Lack of recognizing diversity
· Some pop culture products start as high culture, some start as folk but usually end up somewhere in the middle

In Conclusion 
· More than one perspective on mass culture
· Cultural Pessimists
· Cultural Optimists
· Relevance of mass culture (as a concept and way of understanding popular culture)
· Key Terms
· Mass culture
· Mass society
· Atomization

· What you thought about a concept/term at the beginning of the week and how this changed over the course of the readings, lecture and/or class activities?
· What you enjoyed learning about during the week (and why!)?
· What you would have liked to learn more about?
· What you disagreed with - or agreed with - from the course material?
· Any other topic related to the course!


