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Lesson 2: What is Anthropology?

Some anthropologists consider anthropology to be a science: a form of inquiry that involves first the formulation of a hypothesis, or hunch, about the way things work and then observation or testing to see whether the hypothesis is correct. Other anthropologists pursue a humanistic approach, which is a subjective way of understanding humanity through the study of people’s art, music, poetry, language, and other forms of symbolic expression. This approach avoids working from a pre-set hypothesis but instead seeks insight through culturally informed understanding. 

A fifth field should be applied: Applied Anthropology (also called practising or practical anthropology), is the use of 			       anthropological knowledge to prevent or solve problems, or to shape and achieve 				       policy goals.
Triangulation of Data: research technique that involves obtaining information on a particular topic from more than 			        one person or perspective.
Inductive Research: a research approach that avoids hypothesis formation in advance of the research and instead takes 		    its lead from the culture being studied. 
Medical Anthropology: it’s a subfield of anthropology that draws on social, cultural, biological, and linguistic 			          anthropology to better understand those factors which influence health and well-being, the 			          experience and distribution of illness, the prevention and treatment of sickness, healing 			          processes, the social relations of therapy management, and the cultural importance and 			          utilization of pluralistic medical systems.
Evolutionary Theory: the theory of evolution by Darwin
Cultural Materialism: a theoretical position that takes material features of life, such as the environment, natural 			       resources, and mode of production, as the bases for explaining social organization and ideology. 		      (p.12)
Rapport: a trusting relationship between the researcher and the study population. 
Participant Observation: 
· a research method for learning about culture that involves living in a culture for an extended period while gathering data
· includes 2 processes  participating, or being part of the people’s lives, while carefully observing 
Anthropology seeks to produce new knowledge, and this is its primary goal as an academic field of inquiry. But its findings are also relevant to significant real-world issues and therefore to the public at large.
4 fields of Anthropology in North America: biological anthropology, archaeology, linguistic anthropology, and 					             cultural anthropology. (p. 36)
Biological Anthropology has 3 subfields:
1.1.1. Primatology: study of nonhuman primates 
1.1.2. Paleoanthropology: study of human evolution Paleopathology: study of diseases
1.1.3. Contemporary human biological variation: study of ‘race’

Linguistic Anthropology has 3 subfields:
1.1.1. Historical: study of language change over time and how they’re related
1.1.2. Descriptive: study of structure
1.1.3. Sociolinguistics: study of the relation between language and social interaction, including non-verbal


Pre-Historic Archeology: 
· The study of the past before historical records began
· It is a field of research that looks at all the pre-urban societies of the world. It has distinctive set of procedures for analyzing material remains so that archeologists can reconstruct their ecological settings

Historic Archeology:
· A form of archeology dealing with places, things, and issues from the past or present when written records and oral traditions can inform and contextualize cultural material.
· These records can both complement and conflict with the archaeological evidence found at a particular site. 
· Studies focus on literate, historical-period societies as opposed to non-literate, prehistoric societies. 
· While they may not have generated the records, the lives of people for whom there was little need for written records, such as the working class slaves, indentured labourers, and children but who live in the historical period can also be the subject of study. 
· The sites are found on land and underwater. Industrial archeology, unless practiced at industrial sites from the prehistoric era, is a form of historical archaeology concentrating on the remains and products of industry and the Industrial era.

Primatology: the study of the nonhuman members of the order of the mammals called primates, which includes a wide 	       range of animals from very small, nocturnal creatures to gorillas, the largest members. 
Interpretive Anthropology: the view that cultures can be understood by studying what people think about, their ideas, 			 and the meanings that are important to them. 


Emic: 
· refers to data collected that reflect what insiders say and understand about their culture, and insiders’ categories of thinking
· what insiders do and perceive about their culture, their perceptions of reality, and their explanations for why they do what they do.
Etic:
· refers to data collected according to the researcher’s questions and categories, with the goal of being able to test a hypothesis
· an analytical framework used by outside analysts studying culture
Collaborative Research: an approach to learn about a culture that involves anthropologists working with members of 		           the study population as partners and teammates rather than as researchers and “subjects”. 
Cultural Relativism: the perspective that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that 			     culture and should not be judged by the standards of another. 
Culture Shock: persistent feelings of uneasiness, loneliness, and anxiety that often occur when a person has shifted 		          from one culture to a different one. 
Primary Ethical Obligation of Anthropologists: 
· to avoid doing harm to the lives, communities or environments they study or that may be impacted by their work
· the perspective in anthropology that cultures are complex systems that cannot be fully understood without paying attention to their different components, including economics, social organization, and ideology
Research Among First Nations in Canada: 
· Brian Craik worked on the passage of the Cree/Naskapi (of Québec) Act, Canada’s first Aboriginal local government act, and helped assure the approval of related funding. 
· Early philologists such as Horatio Hale (1817–1896), who worked with the elders in the Six Nations Reserve near Brantford, Ontario, in the 1870s, recorded and analyzed disappearing First Nations languages, concluding, for example, that Tutelo was related to Siouan language stock, that Mohawk was the senior language of the original Five Nations, and that Huron was nearer proto-Iroquoian than Mohawk. Today, most “disappearing” languages have either been recorded or lost, and most previously unwritten languages have been transferred into written form. (p.6)
Holism: the perspective in anthropology that cultures are complex systems that cannot be fully understood without 	paying attention to their different components, including eco- nomics, social organization, and ideology. 
Kula: a trading network linking many of the Trobriand Islands in which men have long-standing partnerships for the   exchange of everyday goods, such as food as well as highly valued necklaces and armlets. 
British Anthropology: these ideas help explain why North American anthropology, compared with British 				       Anthropology, for example, retained the four-field structure
Armchair Anthropology: 
· refers to how early cultural anthropologists conducted research by sitting and reading about other cultures
· they read reports written by travellers, missionaries, and explorers but never visited those places or had any kind of first-hand experience with those people
· Sir Edward Tylor (British Armchair Anthropologist)
Functionalism: the theory that a culture is similar to a biological organism, in which parts work to support the operation 	          and maintenance of the whole. 

Lesson 3: Culture, culture change and globalization (chapter 1, p.3-31)

Symbol: 
· an object, word, or action with culturally defined meaning that stands for something else; most symbols are arbitrary (random)

Dr. Foster’s interview and his take on post-colonial states:
· A general characteristic of post-colonial states is that they are politically and economically weak
· Weak national identity

Origin of culture:
· It didn’t happen suddenly, but it happened once cognitive abilities from humans allowed them to live in groups and develop the ability to live symbolically
· Only way to manage social needs are by having rules
· Culture emerged through group formations and the development of language, and the ability to use symbols

Culture: 
· refers to peoples’ learned and shared behaviours and beliefs
· the learned system of beliefs, feelings, and rules for living around which a group of people organize their life

Ethnicity:
· a shared sense of identity among a group based on heritage, language, or culture
· a sense of group affiliation based on a distinct heritage or worldview as a “people”, for example Caribbean Canadians or Italian Canadians, the Croats of Eastern Europe, and the Han people of China
· this sense of identity can be vigorously expressed through political movements or more quietly stated
· it can be a basis for social ranking, claimed entitlements to resources such as lands or artifacts, and a basis for defending or retrieving those resources

Youth: 
· characteristics of culture youth intersects with the rest of society, legally, socially, and culturally
· new ways of thinking

Characteristics of Culture: 
· focuses on how culture is not the same as nature
· the 4-model of cultural interaction (eating, drinking, sleeping, elimination)
· culture is based on symbols
· culture is learned
· cultures are integrated 

Structuralism: inspired the development of symbolic anthropology, or the study of culture as a system of meanings, 		         which was especially prominent in the later part of the twentieth century 

Universal Human Functions: 
· for a human to stay alive, they must perform 4 functions; eating, drinking, sleeping and eliminating
· Eating: culture shapes what people eat, how they eat, when they eat, and the meanings of food and eating
· Drinking: every culture defines the appropriate substances to drink, when to drink, and with whom
· Sleeping: common sense might say that sleep is the one natural function that is not shaped by culture, because people tend to do it within every 24 hours, everyone shuts their eyes to do it, everyone lies down to do it, and most every- one sleeps at night.
· Eliminating: The first question is, where to eliminate? Differences emerge in the degree to which elimination is a private act or can be done in more or less public areas (urine + feces). Different countries have different ways of elimination, such as using bucket of water to clean themselves because toilet paper is unavailable, street urinals for males only (Paris), etc.

Ethnology: a cross-cultural analysis, or the study of a particular topic in more than one culture using ethnographic 		    material

Globalization: 
· the process of intensified global interconnectedness and movement of goods, information, and people, is a major force of contemporary cultural change. It has gained momentum through recent technological change, especially the boom in information and communications technologies
· globalization does not spread evenly, and its interactions with and effects on local cultures vary substantially from positive change to cultural destruction and extinction
· increased and intensified international ties related to the spread of Western, especially United States, capitalism that affects all world cultures 

Race:
· a classification of people into groups on the basis of supposedly homogeneous biological traits
· yet, race is a culturally constructed category, not a biological reality
· in South Africa, race is mainly defined on the basis of the skin-colour

The 4-model of cultural interaction:
· Four models of cultural interaction capture some of the variation (see Figure 1.4). The clash of civilizations argument says that the spread of Euro-American capitalism and lifeways throughout the world has created disenchantment, alienation, and resentment among other cultural systems. This model divides the world into the “West and the rest.” 
· The McDonaldization model says that under the powerful influence of U.S.-dominated corporate culture, the world is becoming culturally homogeneous. “Fast-food culture,” with its principles of mass production, speed, standardization, and impersonal service, is taken to be at the centre of this new global culture. 
· Hybridization is the third model. Also called syncretism, creolization, and cultural crossover, hybridization occurs when aspects of two or more cultures are mixed to form something new—a blend. In Japan, for instance, a grandmother might bow in gratitude to an automated banking machine. In the Amazon region and in the Arctic, indigenous people use satellite imagery to map and protect the boundaries of their ancestral lands.
· A fourth pattern is localization, the transformation of global culture by local cultures into something new. Consider the example of McDonald’s restaurants. In many Asian settings, people resist the pattern of eating quickly and insist on leisurely family gatherings (Watson 1997). The McDonald’s managers accommodate and alter the pace of service to allow for a slower turnover of tables. In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, McDonald’s provides separate areas for families and for “couples.”
· 
	· Clash of Civilizations
	· Conflict Model

	· McDonaldization
	· Takeover and homogenization model

	· Hybridization
	· Blending model

	· Localization
	· Local cultural remaking and transformation of global culture



Dr. Beaucage’s interview and his take on the concept of culture core/nucleus:
· there exists a cultural core/nucleus that resists change in situations of resistance to domination.
· we have realized that things such as permanent cultural centres do not really exist among the people; what we have found, however, is that that there are moments in history (all the processes are historical; anthropology rediscovered history with Marxism, and it is to be protected, I think), when a culture, a cultural group, can put an emphasis on a particular aspect of their way of life. They say: this, we do not want this to change. This aspect takes on a symbolic connotation. Yet all could take on a symbolic connotation.

Biological Determinism:
· seeks to explain why people do and think what they do by considering biological factors such as people’s genes and hormones. Thus, biological determinists search for the gene or hormone that might lead to certain forms of behaviour such as homicide, alcoholism, or adolescent stress 
· they examine cultural practices in terms of how they contribute to the “reproductive success of the species,” or how they contribute to the gene pool of subsequent generations through promoting the numbers of surviving offspring produced in a particular population. Behaviours and ideas that have reproductive advantages logically are more likely than others to be passed on to future generations. 

Margaret Mead’s study of sexuality in Samoa: 
· unlike the typical experience in the United States, children in Samoa grew up in a relaxed and happy atmosphere. 
· as young adolescents, they made a sexually free and unrepressed transition to adulthood. 
· these findings had a major impact on thinking about child-rearing in North America, prompting attempts at more relaxed forms of child-rearing in the hope of raising less-stressed adolescents. 
· Derek Freeman, an Australian anthropologist, published a strong critique of Mead’s work on Samoa. Freeman said that Mead’s findings on adolescence were wrong. Freeman, a biological determinist, believes that, universally, adolescents are driven by hormonal changes that cause social and psychological upheavals. He claims that Mead’s work was flawed in two major ways. First, he says her fieldwork was inadequate because Mead spent a relatively short time in the field, and she had insufficient knowledge of the Samoan language. Second, he says that her theoretical bias against biological determinism led her to overlook or under-report evidence that was contrary to her interests. In addition, he marshals statistical evidence against Mead’s position. He compares rates of adolescent delinquency in Samoa and England and finds that they are similar in both cultures. On the basis of this result, he argues that sexual puritanism and social repression also characterized Samoan adolescence. In other words, Samoa is not so different from the West with its supposedly pervasive adolescent problems.  
Ethnocentrism: judging other cultures by the standards of one’s own culture rather than by the standards of that 		           particular culture

Gender: refers to patterns of culturally constructed and learned behaviours and ideas attributed to males, females, or 	sometimes a blended or “third gender”

Class: 
· a category based on people’s economic position in society, usually measured in terms of income or wealth and exhibited in terms of lifestyle
· class societies may be divided into upper, middle, and lower classes
· an earlier definition of class associated with Karl Marx (sociologist) and Friedrich Engels (philosopher) says that class membership is determined by a group’s relationship to ownership of the means of production, or how groups of people make a living
· separate classes are for example, the working class (people who trade their labour for wages) and the landowning class (people who own land on which they or others labour)
· classes are related in hierarchal system, with certain classes dominating others 

Cultural Hybridization: when aspects of two or more cultures are mixed to form something new – a blend

Cultural Constructionism:
· a theory that explains human behaviour and ideas as being mainly the results of learning 
· maintains that human behaviour and ideas are best explained as products of culturally shaped learning
· in terms of the example of “better” male spatial skills, cultural constructionists would provide evidence that such skills are passed on culturally through learning, not genes. They would say that parents socialize their sons and daughters differently in spatial skills and that boys are more likely to gain greater spatial skills through learning than girls (p. 26)



Lesson 4: Language and communication (chapter 12)

Language Family: languages descended from a parent language (parent language is an earlier language from which 			 another is derived

Pidgin: 
· a language that blends elements of at least two parent languages and that emerges when two different cultures with different languages come in contact and need to communicate
· evolves into a creole

Creole: language directly descended from a pidgin but possessing its own native speakers, richer vocabularies, and.  
             more developed grammar

Digital Divide: refers to social inequality in access to new and emerging information technology, especially access to 	          up-to-date computers, the Internet, and training related to their use.

Building Blocks of Language: 
· human language can be analyzed in terms of its formal properties (sounds, vocabulary, and syntax or grammar)

Syntax: consists of the patterns and rules for organizing word sequences that carry meaning

Lexicostatistics: 
· a method of comparative linguistics that involves comparing the percentage of lexical cognates between languages to determine their relationship
· related to the comparative method but does not reconstruct a proto language
· dramatic changes can lead a language to be unrecognizable to its relatives over time. Historical linguistics can help us to understand how languages are related though lexicostatistics; comparing patterns of sound changes between languages. They compare words likely to be found in each language because they encode elements of everyday life shared by all societies

Glottochronology: the study of the rate of change occurring in the vocabularies of languages for the purpose of 			 calculating the length of time (time depth) during which two related languages have developed 			 independently

Morpheme: 
· a meaningful linguistic unit consisting of a word such as dog, or a word element, such as the -s at the end of dogs, that can't be divided into smaller meaningful parts
· morphemes are the smallest units of meaning in a language

Verlan: 
· from French slang that plays with syllables and sounds and typically reverses the order of syllables as they are being heard (not written)
· was originally used to keep information away from those in authority, and it spread as a language of resistance to authority and identity (now used by disenfranchised youths)

Origin of Pacific Islanders: 
· may or may not have migrated from the Americas or Asia
· Using lexicostatistics, the languages could be grouped into two families: Papuan and Austronesian languages. Austronesian languages of the Pacific were then compared to those of Southeast Asia and South America in order to discover the existence of similarities or not. There are four conclusions about their origin: 
i. The Austronesian languages of the Pacific are very similar to the languages of aboriginal Taiwan, the Philippines, Indonesia, and Madagascar. But not the languages of Australian language family. Not either to Pupuan New Guinea which belonged to the Papo Languages.
ii. All the Austronesian languages of the pacific have nothing in common with all the languages of the American cultures (north and south), even accounting for the passage of time.
iii. Ethnographic and physical anthropology study of the Pacific Islands have corroborated the finding of the lexicostatistics method. There are definitely cultural linkages with South Asia.
iv. When did these migrations take place? At what time did these people from south Asia move to the pacific? Around 10,00 BC to 1080. This took place in canoes.

Bill 101: 
· the fear that without protection, the French language in Quebec will be contaminated by English, become corrupted and degenerate, with a resulting loss in cultural identity
· others argue that only in a bilingual Canada will French be protected, and that separation would result in a loss of French language in anglophone North America, particularly in the era of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).

Speech: language in action (different from language), and by studying speech, we can know language and the role it 	plays in social relationships

Arbitrariness: 
· means that the relationship between sound and meaning is irrelevant (all languages would use the same words otherwise)
· words are symbols (their meaning are defined by culture, not label)
· the absence of any natural or necessary connection between a word's meaning and its sound or form.

Historical Linguistics: the study of language change through history. It relies on many specialized methods that 			       compare shifts over time and across space in aspects of language such as speech sounds, syntax, 		       and meaning.

Dialect: 
· usually refers to a subvariety of language associated with a region, social class, or ethnic group
· a speaker of the main language should be able to understand local dialects, though perhaps with difficulty
· a way of speaking in a particular place or a variety of a language arising from local circumstances

Productivity of Human Language: offers the ability to communicate many messages efficiently

Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis:
· people's language affects how they think. If a language has many words for different kinds of snow, for example, then someone who speaks that language can "think" about snow in more ways than someone can whose language has fewer "snow" terms. 
· a theory in linguistic anthropology that says language determines thought 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA): emerging area that focuses on the relations of power and inequality in 					 	language

Language Shift (or language decay): 
· a category of language decline when speakers have limited vocabulary in their native language and more often use a new language in which they may be semi-fluent or fluent in

Ethnosemantics: 
· the study of the meaning of words, phrases, and sentences in particular cultural contexts. 
· they find that different languages classify the world in different ways, and categorize even such seemingly natural things as colour and disease in different ways

Code:
· ways of speaking, that may include marked vocabulary, grammar, and intonation depending on age, gender, occupation, class, region, and family role of the speaker and listener

Phoneme: 
· learning a new language usually involves learning different sets of sounds
· they are sounds that make a difference for meaning in a language 


Lesson 5: Religion (chapter 11)

Animatism: a belief system in which the supernatural is conceived of as an impersonal power 

Cargo Cult: 
· a variety of revitalization movements that emerged in much of Melanesia (including Papua New Guinea and Fiji) and in New Zealand among the indigenous Maori peoples, in response to Western and Japanese influences 
· most prominent in the first half of the nineteenth century, they are characterized by their emphasis on the acquisition of Western trade goods, or cargo in local terms

Animism: 
· the belief in souls or “doubles”
· religion evolved from animism to polytheism (the belief in many deities) to monotheism (the belief in one supreme deity)  Taylor’s theory
· animistic beliefs exist in many religions, including, for example, Christian beliefs about visitations of the dead, and many contemporary religions are polytheistic
Polytheism: the belief in many deities 

Law of Contagion:
· the law of contagion, which is the basis of contagious magic. It says that persons or things once in contact with a person can still have an effect on that person
· common items for working contagious magic include a person’s hair trimmings, nail clippings, teeth, spit, blood, fecal matter, and the placenta of a baby
· in cultures where contagious magic is practised, people are careful about disposing of their bodily wastes so that no one else can get hold of them

Monotheism: the belief in one supreme deity

Ritual: 
· a patterned form of behaviour that has to do with the supernatural realm
· many rituals are the enactment of beliefs expressed in myth and doctrine (such as the Christian ritual of communion)
· Secular rituals, such as sorority or fraternity initiation, or a common-law wedding, all patterned forms of behaviour with no connection to the supernatural realm
· Periodic rituals, are regularly performed (many are performed annually to mark a harvest, plantation, etc.)
· Nonperiodic rituals, are irregularly performed, in response to unscheduled events such as drought or floor, or to events in a person’s life (such as illness, infertility, birth, marriage, or death)

Syncretism: the blending of features of two or more cultures, especially used in discussion of religious change

Pilgrimage:
· Pilgrimage is round-trip travel to a sacred place or places for purposes of religious devotion or ritual
· Prominent pilgrimage places are Varanasi in India (formerly called Banaras) for Hindus; Mecca in Saudi Arabia for Muslims; Bodh Gaya in India for Buddhists; Jerusalem in Israel for Jews, Christians, and Muslims; and Lourdes in France for Christians
· Pilgrimage often involves hard- ship, with the implication that the more suffering that is involved, the more merit the pilgrim accumulates
· Compared to a weekly trip to church or synagogue, pilgrimage removes a person further from everyday life, is more demanding, and is therefore potentially more transformative
Émile Durkheim: 
· French scholar Emile Durkheim presented a different functional theory in his book, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life (1965 [1915]). He speculated that early humans understood the benefits of social contact, so they developed symbols to represent the group and rituals to maintain continuity
· in his view, religions are primarily systems of meaning that provide for people a model of life (how to understand the world) and a model for life (how to behave in the world)
· He said that religion serves to reinforce social control by enforcing moral codes and setting rules for appropriate social behavior

Religion: 
· beliefs and actions related to supernatural beings and forces
· this definition includes both beliefs and behaviour, parallel to our definition of culture
· this definition specifically avoids linking religion with belief in a supreme deity since no concept of a supreme deity exists in some religions, whereas others have multiple deities 
· religion is related to, but not the same as, a people’s worldview, or way of understanding how the world came to be, its design, and their place in it 
· worldview is a broader concept and does not necessarily include the criterion of concern with a supernatural realm. An atheist has a worldview, but not a religious one

Communita: a sense of collective unity out of individual diversity (Victor Turner created this term)

Victor Turner: 
· Victor Witter Turner was a British cultural anthropologist best known for his work on symbols, rituals and rites of passage. His work, along with that of Clifford Geertz and others, is often referred to as symbolic and interpretive anthropology

Snake Handling: 
· they are Biblical literalists and have chosen serpent handling as their way of celebrating life, death, and resurrection, and proving that only Jesus has the power to deliver them from death. During their services, the Holy Ghost (not the Holy Spirit) enables them to pick up serpents, speak in tongues, testify to the Lord’s greatness, and drink strychnine or lye. Most serpent handlers have been bitten many times, but few have died

Beliefs are expressed in 2 ways: myths and doctrines

Myth:
· narrative stories about supernatural forces or beings 
· convey messages about the supernatural indirectly, through the story itself, rather than by using logic or formal argument
· myths have been long been part of people’s oral tradition, and many are still unwritten
Mana:
· An important example is mana, a concept widespread throughout the Melanesian region of the South Pacific
· Mana is a force outside nature that works automatically; it is neither spirit nor deity. It manifests itself in objects and people and is associated with personal status and power since some people accumulate more of it than others
Liminality: 
· the transition phase, or the “liminal phase,” is the time when the person is no longer in their previous status but is not yet a member of the next stage
· often involves the learning of specialized skills that will equip the person for the new status
Doctrine: 
· explicitly defines the supernaturals, the world and how it came to be, and people’s roles in relation to the supernaturals and to other humans
· written and formal
· close to law because it links incorrect beliefs and behaviours with punishments
· associated with institutionalized, large-scaled religions rather with than small-scale “folk” religions

Revitalization Movement: 
· social movements that bring about positive change, either through re-establishing all or parts of a religion that has been threatened by outside forces or by adopting new practices and beliefs
· often arises in the context of rapid cultural change and appear to represent a way for people to try to make sense of their changing world and their place in it

Five Main World Religions:
· Hinduism
· Buddhism
· Judaism
· Christianity
· Islam

