HIST 2905 Lecture 15
Sassanian Empire 2
· 4th Century Sassanians
· Shapur II
· Nomadic Tribes
· Silk Road
· Important trade route
· War with Rome
· Failed invasion by Julian
· To secure the return of the legions, a large amount of territory was turned over to the Persians
· Jewish Minority
· Shapur II was a strong supporter of the Persian traditional religion
· Not quite Zoroastrianism, but similar idea
· Close relations between religion and government
· 5th Century Sassanians
· Yazdegerd (399-421 CE)
· Persian Constantine
· Ensures rights of religious minorities
· Marries a jew
· Dies to possible assassination
· Bahram V (421-438 CE)
· Famous King
· Military prowess and love icon
· Yazdegerd II
· Expels Christians from the military
· Persian Diocletian
· Christian minorities
· Hepthalietes (“White Huns”)
· Nomadic central Asian group
· Time of chaos and panic
· Kavadh and Mazdak	
· Mazdak taught that the rich should redistribute their resources to the poor
· Brotherhood of Kings
· 6th century Sassanians
· Khosrau I
· Anushirvan (The immortal Soul)
· Reforms
· Taxes and land reform
· Wars
· Invades roman territory, sacks Antioch
· Philosopher King
· Studied math, philosophy
· Academy of Gondishapur
· Academy in an important imperial city
· Texts from around the world translated and studied
· Upholds the mandate of the Library of Alexandria
· Greek, Persian, Indian
· Decline and Fall
· Khosrau II
· War with Rome
· Capture of Antioch
· Jerusalem and Alexandria
· Relic of the true cross
· Captured as a war prize, taken into the Persian empire
· Emperor Heraclius
· Launches a major invasion on a tired and weak Persian army
· Islamic conquests
· Deals the death blow on the Persian empire
· Governance
· King of Kings
· Queen of Queens
· Regional Governors
· High Priests
· Vizier/PM
· Chief Priest
· Commander in Chief
· Nobility
· Peasants/Artisans
· Sassanian Army
· Warriors and Priests
· Strong relationships because of the alliance between soldiers and priests due to the revolt that launched the dynasty
· Infantry (Peasants)
· Navy (Persian Gulf)
· Calvary (Mercenaries)
· Usually heavily armored 
· Siege Engines
· Sassanian Folk Tale
· Shahnameh
· Book of kings
· Epic Poem
· Iranian “National epic”
· Ferdowsi (10th Century)
· Combined the whole text together
· Pre-Islamic traditions
· Sassanian Sources
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For midterm 2, Only focus on material from after the 1st midterm
