HIST 2905 Lecture 14
Sassanian Empire 1
· Review
· Rise of Imperial Christianity
· Christianization of society
· Suppression of Paganism
· Not oppressed like early Christians, but religion is restricted
· Theological Controversies
· Later Roman Army
· Changes in command, equipment and style of army
· Persian Empire (550-330BCE)
· Achaemenid Dynasty
· First Persian Empire
· Empire that fights the Greek City States 
· From the family of Achaemish
· Cyrus the Great
· Established the empire out of nomadic tribes
· Largest empire to that point
· Leads a rebellion against the Meeds
· Results in the establishment of the empire
· Histories of the Persians are mostly written by Greeks or Latin speakers, prefer the oral tradition to written texts for histories.
· Graeco-Persian Wars
· Darius and Xerxes
· Expands the empire into Egypt 
· Offends Egyptians and their religion
· Bardiya, brother of previous emperor, should have become the next emperor however is assassinated and a lookalike is used in his place
· Darius ascends to the throne
· Launches the Greco-Persian wars
· Seen as defining for the Greeks, but a small conflict for the Persians
· Invasion repelled
· Xerxes launches 2nd invasion, also repelled
· Invasions lead to alliances, causing the Peloponnesian war.
· Alexander of Macedon
· Motivated by a sense of payback for the Persian Invasions
· Struck at a good time, in a succession crisis
· Was a military genius
· Cyrus Cylinder 6th century BCE
· Written in Babylonian 
· Celebrates Cyrus as a liberator
· Declares his power, and linage
· King of Iran, and not Iran
· King of kings
· Portrayed as bringer of peace, not as a conqueror of Babylon
· Parthians
· 247BCE – 224CE
· Parni
· Arsacids (140BCE)
· Used Greek language
· Persian, Greek, Aramaic
· Limited sources
· Graeco-Roman
· Chinese
· Philhellenic
· Adopted Greek culture 
· Early Sassanians
· Revolt of Ardashir
· Founding of the Sassanians unclear
· Due in part to preference of the spoken word
· Revolts against the Parthians while they are fighting Rome
· Shanah shah (“King of Kings”)
· Ardashir crowned king of kings
· “House of Sassin”
· Restoration of Persian Imperial Power
· Shapur I (240-270)
· Named Coregent of the empire by Ardashir
· Secures a smooth transition of power
· Eranshahr (“Land of Iran”)
· War with Rome
· Rome invades in 243, loses and forced to pay reparations
· Valerian captured (260CE)
· Humiliated by the Sassanians
· Religious Ideology: Ahura Mazda
· Attempts at a state religion
· Traditional Persian religion chosen by the king
· Hormized I (270-271)
· Not much known
· Baharam I (271-274)
· Priest named Kartir has huge influence, pushing monarchs to embrace traditional religion 
· The Prophet of Light
· Mani
· Preaches a religion that considers all other texts and tries to replace them with a universal religion
· Born 216 CE
· Parents: Pattif and Maryam
· Elkhasaites
· Mission to India
· Does not work as well as planed
· “Apostle of Jesus Christ
· King Shapur I
· Gains permission from the king to preach his religious scriptures
· Preaching and Writings
· First example of someone creating their own religion
· Executed 276/277
· Shapur’s blessing did not matter
· Mani’s writing
· Compares himself to the other prophets like Jesus and Buda
· Sees himself as the final prophet
· Creates a merger of the major religions in the Sassanian empire at the time
· Edict of Diocletian 302 CE Latin
· Written about very hostilely 
· Manichaeans missionaries that entered the Roman empire were not liked for being Persian in a time of conflict.
· Were peaceful vegetarians, but were written about as an invading army
· Inscription of Kartir 3rd CE Persian
· Persian priests also did not want the Manichaeans spreading their religion
· Shapur presented as a second Cyrus, restoring rights to practice any religion
· Kartir targets many religious minorities for persecution
· Destroying idols, preventing practices
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Trying to make the state religion more dominate
