HIST 2905 Lecture 11
Church and State
Looking at the interplay between the religious officials of Christianity and the politics of the day
· Jerome (Life of Paul the first hermit)
· Big promoter of asceticism
· Jerome claims that Paul (not the saint) was the first to go out into the desert
· Probably made up so that Jerome can claim higher understanding
· Paul lived in the late 3rd century, during the prosecution
· Fled to the desert to avoid prosecution
· Family ravaged by the prosecution and bad people
· Martyrs were seen as conquerors over the devil, who was causing the Romans to torture the Christians
· Showing how Christianity is turning Roman norms on their head, with pain replacing pleasure
· Anthony faces off against a satyr (pagan creature) that has embraced God
· Anthony calls out Alexandria, saying that monsters worship God while they worship monsters
· Rise of Monasticism
· 3rd Century Egypt/Syria
· Acachoresis: Retreat
· Eremos: desert (hermit)
· Monachos: solitary (monk)
· Askesis: training (asceticism)
· Originally athletic
· Changed to spiritual exercises
· Antony of Egypt (4th century)
· Traditionally the first
· Many early monks were very extreme
· Many early monks lost their lives
· Lead to organization by the empire to prevent death
· Leader: albot (abbot)
· Kainobia: common life
· Could be seen as a protest to how Christianity has been taken over by the empire
· Pachomius (4th century )
· Stylights (live on a pillar)
· Famous monks would hold court from their pillar
· Leaders of monastic groups start to gain lots of influence
· Clergy become monasticized
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Leads to priest celibacy, other requirements on clergy
