HIST 2905 Lecture 9
Pagans and Christians 1
· Religion of the Roman Empire
· Polytheism
· Many gods
· Common in ancient times
· Ritual Sacrifice
· Traditions that continue into prehistory
· “Eastern” Mystery religions
· Isis, Mithras, Syrian Goddess
· Philosophical Monotheism
· Neoplatonism
· “God-fearers”
· Around Jewish synagogue, non-Jews who were attracted by the ideas of Judaism, but were not willing to fully convert from polytheism
· Isidorus
· Believes that gods across cultures were different faces of similar deities, allowing merger of gods in conquered lands
· This merger became to the point where all goddesses were merged into one supreme deity
· If Rome would embrace monotheism, why was it not this inclusive monotheism that would have been more accessible to Roman society
· Mysteries of Mithras
· Indo-Iranian deity (Mitra)
· Cattle, light, sun
· 2nd-3rd century
· Mystery cult developed around Mitra
· Deus sol Invictus Mithras
· The “Bull-slayer”
· Roman military cult
· Small cells of initiates
· Don’t know what happened in these rituals
· Cannot track the progression of this cult across the empire
· Meeting place: Mithraeum
· Why Christianity?
· Judaism without the law
· No circumcision
· Had a moral code for followers 
· Community Support
· Universal and Personal
· Challenge to Graeco-Roman norms
· Religion and Empire
· Altar of Victory
· Installed by Augustus (29BCE)
· Defeat of Antony and Cleopatra
· Senate house
· Housed the Altar of Victory
· Removed by Constantius II (357CE)
· Was a pagan symbol
· An insult to God
· Restored by Julian
· Trying to restore Polytheism
· Removed by Gratian (382CE)
· Symmachus, prefect of Rome
· Represents traditional polytheism
· Ambrose, bishop of Milan
· Represents religion
· Emperor Valentinian II (age 13)
· People on both sides appeal to him over the statue 
· Symmachus
· Quintu Aurelius Symmachus
· 345BC
· Memorandum 3
· Appeals to the emperor to protect the legacy of the ancestors of Rome
· Says that emperors should not violate ancestral tradition
· Says that by not restoring the statue, they are no longer needing victory
· Asked if the old religion had to be destroyed, not just moved on from
· Removing the statue is a “mistake” and contrary to everything held dear by Rome
· Ambrose of Milan
· Aurelius Ambrosius
· Letter 17
· Everyone must worship the same way, in Christianity, or Roman civilization will collapse
· Must be a “true believer” not just going through the motions
· People will be held accountable for their true beliefs
· Said that polytheists murdered Christians, and now are complaining about their statue
· Threatened to refuse emperors charity and refuse him access to church
· Flatters the emperor
· Threatens the emperors salvation after death
· Probably believes that his own authority is above that of the emperor
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Monument was not put back
